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CHRISTIE’S OFFERS THE FINEST COLLECTION OF 20TH CENTURY 

AVANT-GARDE FASHION IN PRIVATE HANDS 

                                   
 
Paco Rabanne 
White wedding dress 
Estimate: £6,000-8,000 
 

Vivienne Westwood and Malcolm McLaren 
‘Anarchy in the UK’ bondage shirt 
Estimate: £1,000-2,000 
 

Pierre Cardin 
Satelite cape, circa 1965 
Estimate: £4,000-6,000 
 

RESURRECTION: Avant-Garde Fashion 
30 October 2008  
 
London/ New York –  Christie’s is pleased to announce the auction of Resurrection: Avant-Garde 
Fashion, the finest collection of 20th Century fashion in private hands, will be sold in London at the 
South Kensington saleroom on October 30.  Representing pivotal designers from the 1960s to 
1990s, the collection is an articulate illustration of modern society and design shown through fashion 
— from Pop Art and the Space Age of the 1960s through the iconoclasm of the 1970s, and the 
revival of architectural couture of the 1980s and 1990s. With over 250 meticulously assembled 
garments, headwear and jewellery the collection offers a vision of the styles, materials and attitudes 
that have defined progressive international fashion since 1960.  Estimates range from £500 to 
£10,000, and designers include Pierre Cardin, Paco Rabanne, André Courrèges, Rudi 
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Gernreich, Ossie Clark, Vivienne Westwood, Norma Kamali, Azzedine Alaia, Gianni 
Versace, Issey Miyake, and others.  
  
Since the start of the Atomic Age progressive fashion has evolved as the singular medium through 
which the disciplines of painting, sculpture and architecture have become suffused and then 
disseminated to an arena in which the celebration of youth, materials and modernity are designed to 
captivate.  Towards the late 1950s dynamic new materials such as plastics, vinyl, metal, lurex and 
rubber began to stimulate a reaction within a new generation of international fashion designers. 
Reacting against the conservative salon system of the established couturiers, highly-trained visionary 
designers such as Pierre Cardin, André Courrèges, Emilio Pucci, Yves Saint Laurent and Paco 
Rabanne in Europe, and Rudi Gernreich in the United States, reflected the  Zeitgeist of Pop Art 
and fashioned ready-to-wear garments of dramatically architectural form and substance.  
  
Some of the most important designs that pioneer the use of new materials and new thinking about 
women’s clothes in the collection are by Paco Rabanne. Sexy, liberated and above all challenging, 
the auction includes key pieces from his most well known collections, such as an aluminum riveted 
plate dress (estimate £5,000 – 7,000).  Other unique examples by Rabanne include a full length 
wedding dress made from plates of white leather linked by metal rings (estimate £6,000-8,000 ), 
and another spectacular dress rarely seen at auction made of  transparent acrylic strips in tangerine 
and yellow (estimate £5,000-8,000). 
  
Working in the heady atmosphere of revolutionary Paris of the late 1960s and early 1970s, a creation 
from the height of Pierre Cardin’s career is a bubble cape that combines revolutionary materials 
and shapes.  The new ‘Wet Look’ plastic with a circular and voluminous shape straight from the 
space age hides the body shape of the woman who wears it completely (estimate £4000-6000). In 
addition to a representative selection of women’s day and evening wear, the auction includes rare 
examples of Cardin’s futuristic 1960s range of menswear. 
  
By the late 1960s, the psychedelic revolutions of Britain and America had reawakened an interest in 
the historicism of the Art Nouveau and Deco periods.  A new generation of British designers, to 
include Zandra Rhodes, and Ossie Clark together with his partner Celia Birtwell were able to 
reinterpret the delicate floral patterns and sensuality of the 1930s, infuse it with  the earthy, autumnal 
shades of 1970s London, to reassert femininity as the defining aspect of modern fashion, as shown  
in  the Ossie Clark and Celia Birtwell ensemble of blue silk crepe de chine (estimate: £800-1,500) 
and in Zandra Rhodes' iconic swinging yellow cape with 'Indian Feather' print (estimate: £2,000-
4,000).   
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The review of historical styles led to an altogether new direction in British fashion – the Vivienne 
Westwood / Malcolm MacClaren King’s Road London boutique ‘Let it Rock’, later ‘Sex’, and 
finally ‘Seditionaries’.  Originally inspired by rebellious 1950s youth style, the partnership soon began 
to produce radical, subversive clothing that was deliberately torn, defaced, and reassembled to 
suggest political ambivalence and youthful disenchantment.  The improvised, ready-made, Dada-ist 
vision of the 1970s Punk movement placed youth and contemporary society at the sharp point of 
the Avante Garde.  Illustrating this singular and distinctive anti-style, is a near-complete selection of 
punk shirts and accessories, some worn by the leading musicians of the punk music scene such as 
the lead singer of the New York Dolls.  The fusion between rock style and fashion is elsewhere 
illustrated by two unique custom stage garments designed for the musician Sly Stone, including a 
studded black-leather bell-sleeved jacket worn on the cover on Stone’s 1973 album ‘Fresh’, 
(estimate: £2,000-4,000).   
  
The mid-1980s heralded the tailored architectural minimalism of a new international movement that 
included Norma Kamali, Azzedine Alaia, Issey Miyake, Claude Montana and Gianni 
Versace.  Defined by structure, order,  new stretch fabrics and a bold palette, the fashion of the 
Avant Garde created forms that once again mirrored the cultural  Zeitgeist. Leading examples 
include a hooded jersey minidress by Azzedine Alaia  from the mid 1980s, made famous by the 
actress and model Grace Jones (estimate: £500-1,000), a unique series of spectacular catwalk 
garments by Norma Kamali, to include a dramatic strapless evening dress with distinctive wings 
rendered in New York Times print (estimate: £600-1,000 ), and scarce examples of Gianni Versace’s 
bondage garments of the early 1990s, including a rare gold leather evening dress  (estimate: £1,000-
2,000).  
  
The collection features numerous striking and rare examples of jewellery, with estimates from £500 
upwards, and will include a rare and important chromed metal and acrylic collar and pendant by 
Pierre Cardin, circa 1970 (estimate: £1,500-2,500).  
  

  
Auction:  
Resurrection: Avant-Garde Fashion  at Christie’s South Kensington  30 October  
 
Viewing:  
New York: Christie’s Rockefeller Galleries     3-6 September 
London: Christie’s South Kensington, 85 Old Brompton Road  25-29 October 
 
About Resurrection 
Founded in 1996 by Mark Haddawy and Katy Rodriguez, Resurrection is a pioneering resource for vintage 
and historic modern clothing, with boutiques in Los Angeles and New York.  
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About Christie’s  
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global art sales in 2007 that totalled £3.1 billion/$6.3 billion.  
This marks the highest total in company and in art auction history.  For the first half of 2008, art sales totalled 
£1.8 million / $3.5 billion.  Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service 
and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the 
greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique 
and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and 
decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 
million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14 salerooms around the world including in London, 
New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Dubai, Hong Kong and Zurich. Most 
recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in emerging and new markets such as Russia, 
China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and 
Dubai. 
 
*Estimates do not include buyer's premium 

# # # 
 

Images available on request  
Visit Christie’s Web site at www.christies.com 

 
 
More information about Christie's sale of Resurrection: Avant-Garde Fashion  can be found on 
www.christies.com.  All lots from the sale can be viewed online along with full catalogue descriptions on 
Lotfinder®, which also allows clients to leave absentee bids.  www.christies.com provides information on 
more than 80 sale categories, buying and selling at auction, complete auction results, and Christie's 
international auction calendar. 
 
 


