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CHRISTIE’S AUCTION OF POST-WAR AND CONTEMPORARY ART  
TO OFFER EXCEPTIONAL WORKS BY BACON, FONTANA,  

FREUD AND WARHOL 
 
 
Post-War and Contemporary Art Evening Sale 
Exhibition: 15 to 19 October 2008 at Christie’s, 85 Old Brompton Road 
Auction: 19 October 2008 at 4pm, Christie’s, 8 King Street, London 
 

London – Christie’s will present a series of exhibitions and 
auctions dedicated to Post-War and Contemporary art and 20th 
century Italian art from 15 to 21 October 2008, during a week 
when the international art world will gather in London for a 
showcase of contemporary art exhibitions and events including 
The Frieze Art Fair. The Post-War and Contemporary Evening Sale on 
Sunday 19 October will highlight the week of sales and is 
expected to realise in excess of £57 million. Highlights include 
one of only two oil portraits of Francis Bacon (1909-1992) ever 
painted by Lucian Freud (b. 1922), one of the most important 
works by Lucio Fontana to be offered at auction and 
exceptional paintings by Francis Bacon, Richard Prince, Andy 
Warhol, Peter Doig, Gilbert and George and Gerhard Richter, 
amongst others.  

 
Pilar Ordovas, Head of Post-War and Contemporary Art, Christie’s London: ‘Christie’s continue 
to play a leading role in the October sale season, which welcomes international collectors from around the world to 
London for art sales and events including the Frieze art fair. In February and June, our London auctions of Post-
War and Contemporary art have realised over £206 million and seen 7 works of art sell for over £5 million. These 
impressive results, together with the exceptional quality of the October sales, make for an extremely exciting season in 
London, and highlight the city’s position as a leading international sale site.  
 
On 19 October, we will present the most comprehensive and valuable autumn sale of Post-War and Contemporary art 
to date, offering rare portraits by Bacon and Freud, one of the most important works by Fontana to be offered at 
auction, fine works by Basquiat, Prince and Warhol, as well as a selection of Chinese, Iranian and Indian paintings. 
We look forward to exhibiting all these works to the public from 15 to 19 October at Christie’s, 85 Old Brompton 
Road, and to the auction which will take place at 8 King Street on 19 October.’ 
 
Leading the sale is one of the most important works by Lucio Fontana (1899-1968) to be offered at 
auction: Concetto spaziale, La fine di Dio, 1963 (estimate: in the region of £12 million). Inspired by the 
dawn of the Space Age, Fontana executed a series of works in a range of colours in 1963 and 1964, 



shortly after Yuri Gagarin had become the first man in space in 1961. Widely recognized as the best 
works of the artist’s oeuvre, the present example in black was owned by the successful businessman 
and eminent collector René de Mantaigu, before being acquired by Phillipe and Denyse Durand-
Ruel, scions of the family of the great Impressionist dealer who made the bold step of embracing the 
contemporary and built an impressive and substantial collection.  
 
A leading highlight is one of only two oil portraits of Francis Bacon (1909-1992) ever painted by 
Lucian Freud (b. 1922). The last known remaining oil portrait (the other was stolen from an 

exhibition in Berlin in 1988), the rarely-seen painting 
offers a tangible and intimate glimpse into the 
inspirational friendship of two of the greatest British 
artists of the 20th century. It will be exhibited for the 
first time in London from 15 to 19 October at 
Christie’s, and is expected to realise £5 million to £7 
million. Girl Reading, an important and intimate oil on 
copper portrait of Caroline Blackwood which was 
exhibited at the artist’s Retrospective at Tate Britain in 
2002, carries an estimate of £2,000,000 to £3,000,000, 
and Susie, a portrait by Freud which was painted in 
1989-90 and which depicts the artist’s daughter Susie 
Boyt, is expected to realise £2,000,000 to £3,000,000. 

 
A further highlight is Francis Bacon’s Portrait of Henrietta Moraes, an 
intimate painting which offers a fascinating insight into the 
characters who shaped the thriving bohemian scene of Soho in the 
1960s (estimate: £5,500,000 to £7,500,000). The painting was 
acquired by the Hon. Garech Browne in 1970; he was a close, 
personal friend of Francis Bacon, as well as many of the other 
leading figures of the time including Lucian Freud, the poet Dom 
Moraes and the sitter, Henrietta Moraes. Garech Browne’s romantic 
home in the Wicklow mountains, Luggala, has been a creative centre 
of Irish culture for the last 50 years, and was described recently by 
U2’s Bono as ‘our epicentre’ and ‘our inspiration.’ 
 

Further highlights of the auction include an epic and 
monumental abstract painting by Gerhard Richter 
(b.1932). Claudius was painted in 1986 and stands at 
over 10 feet tall and over 13 feet wide (311 x 406 cm). 
It is expected to realise in the region of £6 million. A 
colourful work which shows a range of strokes from a 
variety of objects, from brushes and squeegees to 
other solid objects, this imposing and expressive 
painting shimmers with bright yellows, whites and 
reds against a dark backdrop and epitomises the 
chaotic forces of nature. 



 
 
 
Two Marilyns (Double Marilyn) by Andy Warhol (1928-1987) is a rare, early 
double portrait of the screen legend from 1962, the year that the artist held his 
first one-man show in New York. Previously in the collection of Eleanor 
Ward, who organised the show at the Stable Gallery, the work is part of the 
artist’s series inspired by the media reaction following the death of Marilyn 
Monroe. Having purchased a publicity photograph from the 20th Century Fox 
film Niagara a few days after her death, Warhol went about producing a series 
of works dedicated to the image and to Monroe’s position as a complete and 
artificial construct of the media. The present work is offered from a private 
collection and is expected to realise £4,500,000 to £6,500,000. Nine 
Multicoloured Marilyns (Reversal Series), a later work by Warhol completed in 
1986, carries an estimate of £2,200,000-£2,800,000. 
 
Further highlights include Dude Ranch Nurse #2 by Richard Prince (b.1949) which was painted in 
2002-03 and which is expected to realise £2,800,000 to £3,200,000; Red House, 1995-96, by Peter 
Doig (b.1959) which is offered from an important European collection (estimate: £1,500,000 to 
£2,000,000); Muscadet by Gilbert & George (b. 1943 & b. 1942), which was executed in 1973 and 
which is expected to realise £300,000-£400,000; and Untitled XVIII by Willen de Kooning (1904-
1997) which was painted in 1986 and carries an estimate of £2,200,000 to £2,800,000. 
 
Further international highlights from the auction include Harvest of Harmony by the Iranian artist 
Charles-Hossein Zenderoudi (b.1937) whose painting Tchaar-Bagh, 1981, sold for $1,609,000 / 
€1,038,771 at Christie’s auction of International Modern and Contemporary Art in Dubai on 30 April 

2008, establishing a record price for a modern Iranian painting sold at 
auction. The present work has been consigned by an important private 
New York collector and is expected to realise £200,000 to £300,000. 
Golden Glove Super Deluxe, a sculpture by Iranian artist Farhad Moshiri 
(b.1963) carries an estimate of £100,000-£150,000, and Autoportrait by 
Chinese artist Yan Pei-Mong (b.1960) which was exhibited at the artist’s 
Retrospective at the Musée des Beaux-Arts in Dijon in 2003, is expected 
to realise £400,000 to £600,000. Idol Thief (1) by Indian artist Subodh 
Gupta (b.1964) will be offered with an estimate of £600,000 to £800,000. 

 
The auction will also present a selection of 6 works of contemporary 
design by Ron Arad (b.1951), Shiro Kuramata (1934-1991) and Studio 
Job (f. 2000), among others. A leading highlight of this section is 
London Papardelle by Ron Arad, which is from a series of six designed in 
1992 and made of blackened mild and woven steel. It is expected to 
realise £80,000 to £120,000.  
 
 
 



The auctions will take place at the newly refurbished salerooms at Christie’s, 8 King Street, St 
James’s, and are scheduled as follows: 
 
Sunday 19 October at 4pm   Post-War and Contemporary Art Evening Sale 
Monday 20 October at 7pm   The Italian Sale 
Tuesday 21 October at 10.00am and 2pm Post-War and Contemporary Art 
 
The public exhibitions for the sales will take place as follows: 
 
Post-War and Contemporary Art:   15 to 19 October 2008 at Christie’s, 85 Old Brompton Road 
The Italian Sale:     15 to 20 October 2008 at Christie’s, 8 King Street 
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About Christie’s 
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global art sales in 2007 that totaled £3.1 billion/$6.3 billion. 
This marks the highest total in company and in art auction history. For the first half of 2008, art sales totaled 
£1.8 billion / $3.5 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service 
and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the 
greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique 
and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and 
decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 
million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14 salerooms around the world including in London, 
New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Dubai, Hong Kong and Zurich. Most 
recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in emerging and new markets such as Russia, 
China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and 
Dubai. 
 
*Estimates do not include buyer's premium 


