
 
 

 
 

INDIA ON PAPER  

AT CHRISTIE’S SOUTH KENSINGTON  
ONLINE ONLY SALE OF PRIVATE COLLECTION  

OF INDIAN PAINTINGS  
  

Online Only – Christie’s is pleased to announce India on Paper – A Private Collection of Paintings 1600s-1800s an 

online-only sale which will run from Thursday, 29 May – Thursday, 12 June 2014. Gathered by a European 

connoisseur over the span of three decades, the collection comprises 50 lots from six major Indian School of 

paintings, ranging in geography from the Himalayan foothills to Karnataka and dated between the 1600s and 

the early 19th Century. The sale features paintings from the Mughal and Provincial Mughal Schools as well as 

Pahari works from Bilaspur and Kangra, and examples from other schools of painting such as Mysore in 

South India or Aurangabad in the Deccan. Estimates range from £700 to £20,000.  
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Highlights include a very large Pahari illustration from a dispersed Harivamsa 

series, painted in Kangra by an artist of the generation after Purkhu, circa 1830 

– 1840 (estimate: £20,000 – 30,000, detail illustrated page 1left). This painting 

describes the moment when Krishna and Indra go to battle for their wives, 

who both covet the Parijata tree. Krishna and Indra, realizing they cannot beat 

each other and are therefore equally matched, decide to keep the Parijata tree at 

Dwaraka. The Harivamsa (An Account of the Dynasty of Hari [Vishnu]) is a work of 

three chapters appended to the great epic, the Mahabharata.  

The sale also includes two very fine paintings from Bikaner:  A Couple on a 

Terrace, probably an illustration to a Bharamasa or Ragamala series (Desakar 

Raga), dated to 1710 AD (estimate: £8,000-12,000, detail illustrated left) and an 

important Equestrian Portrait of Raja Sujan Singh (r. 1700-1736) by Ustad 

Qasim, circa 1720 (estimate: £8,000-12,000, illustrated page 1 right).  

 

 
PRESS CONTACT: Dernagh O’Leary| +44(0)207 752 3121 | doleary@christies.com 

 
REGISTRATION FOR BIDDING & FURTHER INFORMATION:  

Auction:  
India on Paper 
Bidding opens: 29 May 2014, 3:00pm GMT/10:00am EST 
Bidding starts to close: 12 June 2014, 3:00pm GMT/10:00am EST 
Link to web page: https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/india-on-paper/categories/64?pid=ecom_hp_feature1  

About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2013 that totaled £4.5 billion/ $7.1 billion, 

making it the highest annual total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled 

service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the 

greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. 

Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, 

photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful 

history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & 

Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private sales totaled £760.5 million ($1.19 billion) in 2013, an increase of 20% on the previous 

year.  

Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 

Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market 

with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and 

exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application of 

buyer’s or seller’s credits. 
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Follow us at @ChristiesInc on Twitter  

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
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