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Giuseppe Bartolomeo Guarneri, del Gesu (1698-1744)

A Violin, Known as the Viotti, Kathleen Parlow, Cremona, ¢.1/35
Labelled Joseph Guarnerius fecit / Cremone anno 1735

Length of back 13 % in. 35 cm.)
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Works by Guarneri del Gesu spanning the
years 1730-1735 represent the apex of his
development as a violin maker. No longer
answering to the style of his father and master
Joseph filius Andreae, del Gesu had begun
following a path of insatiable and personal
originality. Some of del Gesu’'s most attractive
examples were produced during this period,
in what the Hills called ‘the perfect combination
of youthful finish and refined style’.

The 1735 Parlow, Viotti was created in

what is believed to be del Gesu's most prolific
year of production. The model is now fixed at
35.0 cm, reminiscent of Amati, and with little
variation in length except in a few notable
exceptions. The Brescian-styled f-holes have
become elongated and more open in the
body, with the unmistakable flaring at the
upper wings. Set with a spacing of 4.2 cm.
at the upper lobes, they take full advantage of
the acoustic properties of the lower and fuller
arch. The scrollis cut from plain maple, as was
so often Guarneri's choice. The back is carved
from one piece of well-figured, slab-cut maple
reminiscent of the 1737 King Joseph.




