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SILVER BY TIFFANY & CO. AND PAUL REVERE
HIGHLIGHT CHRISTIE’S AMERICAN SILVER SALE

  
New York – Christie’s Important American Silver sale on January 23 is led by a group of exemplary 

Tiffany & Co. silver, from the classical revival styles of the 1860s to the Art Deco designs of the 

1930s. A selection of works by American patriot and silversmith Paul Revere includes a soup ladle 

that the master silversmith crafted for himself and his wife, and engraved with their initials, PRR.

The sale’s outstanding selection of Tiffany & Co. illustrates the firm’s craftsmanship and design 

innovations of the 19th and 20th centuries. A dramatic mirrored centerpiece of the 1870s is grand 

in scale and elaborately designed, and was suited to the formal dining customs of the day (illustrated 

top right, estimate: $70,000-100,000). An example of an extraordinary presentation piece of the late 

19th century is The Meiggs Testimonial, which celebrated the railway engineering marvel that 

traversed the Andes (estimate: $50,000-70,000). 

An avant-garde jewel-like inkstand from the 1880s shows the inspiration of Japanese metalwork, 

reflecting American collectors’ fascination with the exoticism of the Far East (estimate: $30,000-

50,000).  At the turn of the century, this Eastern aesthetic met with the burgeoning Art Nouveau 

movement and resulted in new designs like a tour-de-force ivory tankard carved with the scene of a  

tiger hunt (illustrated top left, estimate: $200,000-300,000). An incredibly rare cigar box is stylistically 

important for its interpretation of the Art Deco style in the silver medium (estimate: $8,000-12,000). 



The sale also features a special group of silver from Paul Revere, one of the 

most beloved patriots of the American Revolution and one of Boston's most 

skilled silversmiths. Among the four lots offered is very rare discovery — a 

soup ladle belonging to Revere himself. Monogrammed with the initials 

“PRR” for Paul and Rachel Revere, it was intended for the family’s own use 

and is documented in the inventory of Revere’s estate in 1818 (detail left, 

estimate: $80,000-120,000). 

Other sale highlights include a grouping of whimsical silver-

mounted copper hollowware by Joseph Heinrich, an important 

arts-and-crafts metal smith of the early 20th century.  Heinrich 

employed a distinctly American style, with hammered surfaces 

and stitch-form borders, ornamented with bucolic animal 

forms, as shown in a water pitcher and six mugs (illustrated 

right, estimate: $7,000-10,000). 

Auction: Important American Silver January 23 at 10am

Viewing: Christie’s Rockefeller Galleries January 17-22

About Christie’s 
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global art sales in 2007 that totalled £3.1 billion/$6.3 billion.  
This marks the highest total in company and in art auction history.  For the first half of 2008, art sales totalled 
£1.8 billion / $3.5 billion.  Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service 
and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the 
greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique 
and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and 
decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 
million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14 salerooms around the world including in London, 
New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Dubai, Hong Kong and Zurich. Most 
recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in emerging and new markets such as Russia, 
China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and 
Dubai.

*Estimates do not include buyer's premium
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More information about Christie's sale of Silver can be found on www.christies.com.  All lots from the sale 
can be viewed online along with full catalogue descriptions on Lotfinder®, which also allows clients to leave 
absentee bids.  www.christies.com provides information on more than 80 sale categories, buying and selling at 
auction, complete auction results, and Christie's international auction calendar.


