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CHRISTIE’S ANNOUNCE THE DUAL APPOINTMENTS OF JOY MCCALL AND 

DANIEL TOLSON TO THE LONDON DECORATIVE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

Joy McCall and Daniel Tolson 

 

South Kensington – Christie’s announce the dual appointments of Joy McCall and Daniel 

Tolson to the London Decorative Arts Department. Experienced and acknowledged 

specialists in their field, they will oversee and develop the British Decorative Arts sales.  Joy 

McCall takes on the role of Head of 20th Century British Decorative Arts, Christie’s 

London.  Daniel Tolson, as British Decorative Arts Specialist will, amongst other 

responsibilities, look after the ever-popular Clarice Cliff and Moorcroft sales. 

 

Joy McCall joins Christie’s from Bonhams where she has worked since 1996.  As Specialist 

Head she oversaw major sales such as the Vane Percy Collection of Lalique and the sale of a 

Lalique cire perdue vase. With an M.A. in British Art History and Critical Theory from 

University of Sussex, Joy is very well placed to lead sales at Christie’s. She also regularly 

contributes to the Miller’s Price Guide and at one time catalogued the Minton Museum 

Collection. 

 



Daniel began his auction house career at Phillips in 1998, creating the Phillips’ Modern 

Design Department in the same year. Successfully composing and launching the inaugural 

Modern Design sale in 1999, Daniel’s expertise covers a wide range of international 

furniture, glass, ceramics and jewellery in the category. With a B.A. in the History of 

Design, a Diploma in Decorative Arts from the University of Glasgow and a regular media 

commentator on design matters, Daniel’s diverse background and expertise will be a 

valuable asset to the Department. 

 

Mark Wilkinson, European Business Manager responsible for Christie’s Decorative Arts 

says: “We’re delighted to welcome this Decorative Art double act to Christie’s. They’ve 

both worked together closely at Bonhams and, as a team in their own right, are perfectly set 

to continue Christie’s dominance in the British Decorative Arts field. We look forward to 

their inaugural sales this May.”   

 

May 2003 Christie’s London Decorative Arts Calendar 

 

Thursday 1 May  20th Century British Decorative Arts 

The first British Decorative Arts sale of 2003 features a wide variety of ceramics, metalwork and 

silverware. Highlights include four George Tineworth stoneware plaques, featuring The Naughty 

Wolf (estimate £1,000-1,500), Wolf & Crane (estimate £1,000-1,500) and Law Suit and 

Travellers & Oysters Scene to be sold as one lot (estimate £2,000-3,000). A St. Ives studio vase by 

Bernard Leach is an additional highlight (estimate £1,500-2,000). 

 

Wednesday 14 May  Clarice Cliff 

One of the most popular sales of the year, this sale will feature many fine examples of Clarice Cliff’s 

production, including a 45cm Inspiration Caprice charger estimated at £2,000-3,000. 

 

Thursday 15 May  Lalique Glass, 20th Century Sculpture and Decorative Arts 

Lalique highlights include the rare Grand Nue Socle Lierre frosted glass figure mounted on an 

ebonised wood base (estimate £8,000-12,000); a bronze and sculpture highlight is a bronze of a 

young female nude holding a dove, entitled Premiere Offrande, which is cast from a model by Henry 

Arnold (estimate: £3,000-4,000). A highlight from the Decorative Arts section is a Napoleone 

Martinuzzi Libellula glass vase mottled in blue, with a ribbed bowl (estimate £1,500-£2,000). 
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