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CHRISTIE’S TO OFFER THE  
LARGEST COLOURLESS DIAMOND  

TO APPEAR AT AUCTION IN NEARLY 20 YEARS 
 
 

•  Diamond of 101.27 carats is the largest colourless diamond offered at 
auction in 18 years 

•  Estimated in excess of US$6 million 
•  Naming rights to this rare stone will be granted to the new owner 

 
 

 
 

CHRISTIE’S HONG KONG JEWELLERY SALE 
MAY 28, 2008 

 
Jewels: The Hong Kong Sale 
May 28, 2008 
Christie’s Hong Kong 
 

Hong Kong – Christie’s announces that it will offer a rare diamond of 101.27 carats in 

the forthcoming Spring Hong Kong jewellery sale on May 28. This extraordinary gem is 

the largest colourless diamond to appear on the auction market in the last 18 years and is 

expected to realize in excess of US$6 million. It will be unveiled as part of Christie’s 

Spring Masterpieces Exhibition held in London February 23 – 27. 

 



 

“Only 3 colourless diamonds of over 100 carats have ever appeared at auction, all sold in Geneva. 

With Asia becoming such a vibrant market, it is fitting that this rarest gem should be offered on May 

28th to the growing number of collectors in this region," said Francois Curiel, Christie’s 

Chairman of Jewellery. 
 

Vickie Sek, Director of the Jewellery and Jadeite Department, Christie’s Asia 

continued, “As auction leaders in Asia, we hold many records in the jewellery field, but never before 

were we able to offer such an important stone in Hong Kong. Its appearance on the market has 

already created a sensation." 
 

This exceedingly rare diamond was cut from a daunting 460 carat rough to its present 

101.27 carats. Its unusual modified shield shape flaunts 92 brilliant facets. It is accompanied 

by a Report from the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) certifying that it is F colour 

together with the highest standard for polish and symmetry, both rated Excellent, a 

testament to the skill of its cutters. Due to surface graining (a natural growth inclusion) 

that is imperceptible to the human eye, this exceptional Internally Flawless diamond is 

rated VVS1 (very very slightly imperfect 1st degree) for clarity. 
 

Notes to Editors: 
 The privilege of naming this extraordinary stone will be granted to the new owner. 

 

 Christie’s has had the honour of selling many of the world’s greatest diamonds, including 
most recently ‘Dubai Magnificence,’ a pear-shaped D colour, flawless diamond of 53.71 
carats which was sold in New York in December 2007.   
 

 
 

Auction Jewels: The Hong Kong Sale May 28, 2008 
Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre 

 

Viewing London (February 23-27); New York (April 13-15); Bangkok (April 21-22); 
Beijing (April 25-26); Shanghai (April 28-29); Singapore (May 10-11); Taipei 
(May 17-18); Hong Kong (May 22-27) 

 
 

CHRISTIE’S - JEWELLERY MARKET LEADERS SINCE 1994 
Christie's has been the world market leader in jewellery for 14 years, with sales totalling a record US$395 
Million in 2007, an increase of 11% over 2006 (US$355 million), which was already up by 27% over a then 
record 2005 (US$279 million).  These results, the highest ever achieved by any auction house, confirm 
Christie’s position of world market leader for jewellery auctions. 2007 market share compared to its principal 
competitor: 57%, or 54% taking into consideration all major international auctioneers. For the 14th year in a 
row, Christie's maintains pole position in the category.  Christie’s jewellery auctions take place in 
Amsterdam, Dubai, Geneva, Hong Kong, London King Street, London South Kensington, New York, 
Paris, and Milan. 
 
*Estimates do not include buyer's premium 
 
DOWNLOAD AN IMAGE OF THE DIAMOND HERE: 
http://cshk.myftp.org/2008%20Christie's%20Hong%20Kong%20Spring%20Auctions/Jewellery%20and%20Jadeite%20Jewellery/ 
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