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SUPERB 16TH CENTURY SCREEN AND WHITE CERAMICS COLLECTION  
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New York – Immediately following Art for the Way of Tea, Christie’s will continue the Asian Art 
Sales with Japanese and Korean Art, traditionally devoted to the arts of Japan and Korean from the 
16th century all the way to artists living and working today.  The Japanese segment boasts a 
magnificent pair of 16th century screens while the Korean section offers an exquisite group of white 
ceramics.  The sale is expected to realize in excess of $5.5 million. 
 
Pine Trees in Moonlight, a magnificent a rare pair of six-panel screens attributed to Hasegawa Tohaku 
(1539-1610) is the star lot of the sale (estimate on request).  Undoubtedly the finest pair of screens 
to have come to the market in New York, Pine Trees in Moonlight is a recent discovery.  The screen is 
closely related to the famous National Treasure screen called Pine Trees, by Hasegawa Tohaku which 
is part of the permanent collection of the Tokyo National Museum.  Both works feature four 
clusters of pines arranged in nearly identical groupings.  The most striking difference is the addition 
of a moon in the pair of screens offered.  Gold wash suggests moonlight and ink was applied to the 
back of the paper to darken the surface and enhance the contemplative, nocturnal mood.  Pine Trees 
in Moonlight was part of several exhibitions including in the Kyoto National Museum, the Suntory 
Museum of Art, Tokyo and the Ishikawa Nanao Art Museum, Nanao. 
 
Another sensational discovery is the twelve album sheets depicting erotic encounters between male 
lovers, by Torii Kiyonobu (circa 1664-1729), created in 1702-3 (estimate: $30,000-40,000).  By the 
time Kiyonobu produced this album, Edo (now Tokyo) was the largest city in the world with nearly 
one million inhabitants, two thirds male.  The courtesan and the actor were the two great fantasy 
fonts of Edo Japan and with arranged marriages being the standard rule and an entrée into the 
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demimonde being prohibitively expensive, erotic prints were a popular and widely accepted form of 
amusement.  Kiyonobu is believed to have produced around 100 erotic prints but the offered set is 
unique in that it is the only set depicting solely male lovers and the characters are all identified actors 
and dandies.   
 
Two more highlights of the Japanese section are a stoneware water jar, Muromachi period (16th 
century) (estimate: $80,000-100,000); a wood seated figure of Yakushi Nyorai, Heian period (late 12th 
century) showing the Buddha of Healing with a medicine jar in his left hand (estimate: $100,000-
150,000) and an insect-cage incense burner from the Meiji period (late 19th – early 20th century) 
designed in bronze, gold and silver (estimate: $25,000-35,000). 
 
 
The sale will also include a group of arms and armor which features a suit of armor with a russet-
iron solid plate Do and a Saiga-style helmet, Edo period (17th – 18th century) (estimate: $25,000-
30,000) and a nanban lacquer saddle from the same period, decorated with European playing cards 
in relief (estimate: $8,000-10,000). 
 
The Korean section of the sale will shine with a superb group of white ceramics which can largely be 
divided in a section of scholar's objects which would include water droppers and paper roll holders 
and ritual objects. 
 
The highlight of the group is a massive white porcelain jar in lantern form, Choson period (18th 
century), showing a lustrous and thick transparent glaze (estimate on request).  A practically identical 
jar is part of the U Hak Collection, Seoul and is a National Treasure.  A white porcelain paper-roll 
holder, Choson period (18th century), pierced with four triple-hole lozenges and decorated by a 
bluish clear glaze (estimate: $180,000-220,000) and a large white porcelain ritual bowl, Choson 
period (17th century) covered overall with a transparent glaze of high gloss and blue hue (estimate: 
$170,000-190,000) are also part of this group. 
 
Another highlight of the Korean segment is Landscapes and calligraphy, an 18th century album of 20 
pages; 10 paintings and 10 pages of calligraphy (estimate: $150,000-200,000) executed by the painter 
Kim Yusong and the calligrapher Sung Dai Joong.  Kim Yusong and Sung Dai Joong accompanied 
the 11th Korean mission to Japan between 1763 and 1764.  a two-page colophon appended to this 
album was written by the connoisseur Kimura Kenkado (1736-1802) who entertained the envoy’s 
party in Japan.  It recounts that the album is a treasured gift made upon their return to Korea in 
appreciation of Kenkado’s cordiality. 
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Modern Korean art has experienced rapidly increasing prices and a wide appeal with young 
collectors over the past years.  The sale offers a good selection including Kim Whanki’s Untitled, a 
gouache on paper executed in 1969 (estimate: $70,000-80,000) and Ik-Joong Kang’s The Moon of 
Dream, mixed media on curved wood, 2006 (estimate: $20,000-30,000).  
 
  
Auction: Japanese and Korean Art   March 20 approximately 10.30 a.m.,  

2 p.m. and 5 p.m.  
Viewing: Christie’s Galleries at Rockefeller Center March 16 – 19  
 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global auction sales in 2006 that totaled £2.51 billion / $4.67 
billion.  This 36% increase over 2005 marks the highest total in company and in art auction history.  Christie’s 
is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service, and international glamour. Founded 
in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and 
today remains a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in 
over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewelry, photographs, collectibles, wine, cars 
and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14 
salerooms around the world including London, New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, 
Tel Aviv, Dubai and Hong Kong. Most recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in 
emerging markets such as China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in 
Beijing, Dubai, Mumbai and Russia. Christie's also offers its clients worldwide access to its sales through 
Christie's LIVE, its unique, real-time online bidding service. 
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Visit Christie’s Web site at www.christies.com 
 

 
More information about this sale can be found on www.christies.com.  All lots from the sale can be viewed 
online along with full catalogue descriptions on Lotfinder®, which also allows clients to leave absentee bids.  
www.christies.com provides information on more than 80 sale categories, buying and selling at auction, 
complete auction results, and Christie's international auction calendar. 
 


