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Photographs by Ansel Adams from a California Collection 

April  11, 2008 

 

New York - Christie's is pleased to announce the sale of Photographs by Ansel Adams from a California 

Collection during Photographs Week this April in New York. With 122 lots, this single owner sale is 

the largest collection of Adam’s works in private hands, including all of his most-sought after 

images, often mural-sized.  The sale is expected to realize $3 to $5 million. 

 

This exceptional collection, amassed from 1969-1975, was chosen to decorate the walls California 

company. During that time, the company benefited from Adams’ active participation in the project.  

Adams worked closely with the company Director, visited the building, and even advised on 

lighting, color schemes for walls, as well as the placement and spacing of the photographs.   



 

 

Adam’s entire career is captured in this collection, with many of his most iconic images reproduced 

mural-size. Among the oversize prints are Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite, 1944 (Estimate $250,000-

350,000) (pictured above), Aspens, Northern New Mexico, 1958 (Estimate: $150,000-250,000), and 

Frozen Lake and Cliffs, Kaweah Gap, Sierra Nevada, California, 1932 (Estimate: $90,000-120,000).  The 

sale also includes Adams’ earliest masterpiece and most enduringly popular images, Monolith, The Face 

of Half Dome, Yosemite National Park, California, 1927 (Estimate: $20,000-30,000).  Each of his seven 

portfolios published from 1948 until 1970 are represented in the collection. 

 

Auction: April 11, 2008 
Viewing: 20 Rockefeller Center 
Friday April 4        10am-5pm 
Saturday April 5 10am-5pm 
Sunday April 6      1pm-5pm 
Monday April 7      10am-5pm 
Tuesday April 8    10am-5pm 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global auction sales in 2007 that totaled £3.1 
billion/$6.3 billion.  This marks the highest total in company and in art auction history.  Christie’s is 
a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as 
international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the greatest auctions 
of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique and the 
beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine 
and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to 
over $80 million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14 salerooms around the world 
including in London, New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Dubai 
and Hong Kong. Most recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in emerging 
and new markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales 
and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  
 

*Estimates do not include buyer's premium 
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Visit Christie’s Web site at www.christies.com 

 
 


