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CHRISTIE’S TO OPEN OFFICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
LYDIA LIMERICK APPOINTED CHRISTIE’S REPRESENTATIVE  
 
Leading Auction House Also Announces Public Exhibition of 
Important Works of Art to take place in Dubai in April 
 
Exhibition – 4 – 8 April 2005 
Murjaan Ballroom, Madinat Jumeirah Conference Centre, Dubai 
 
London -  Christie's will be opening in Dubai in April, becoming the first international 
auction house to open an office in the region.  Lydia Limerick has been appointed 
Christie’s Representative to the Middle East and will be responsible for developing and 
overseeing Christie’s presence in the GCC region working with her international Christie’s 
colleagues.  The opening of a representative office reflects the growing importance of 
Dubai as a cultural centre for the arts and the increasing interest in collecting throughout 
the GCC region. 
 
Lydia Limerick's appointment coincides with the unveiling of Christie’s largest public 
exhibition of works of art to date in the region. Featuring important forthcoming highlights 
from Christie’s sales, the exhibition will be led by the highly important collection of Kiswah 
curtains, Iznik pottery as well as jewellery and watches.  The exhibition will be on view 
from 4 to 8 April in the Murjaan Ballroom of the Madinat Jumeirah Conference Centre in 
Dubai.  A press conference formally announcing Christie's developments in the region will 
be held on the first morning of the viewing.  
 
“For over two centuries, Christie’s has acted as the leading market place and the cultural 
guardian for the passage of works of art from collection to collection, country to country.  
We are delighted to now extend our activities to the GCC region through the opening of a 
non-selling office in Dubai and the appointment of Lydia Limerick as our Representative.  
We hope to play a significant role in realising the Gulf’s potential as a new arts and cultural 
centre,” said Edward Dolman, CEO, Christie’s International.   
 



He continued: “The superb exhibition, open to everyone, marks the launch of Christie’s 
longer term commitment and intent in the region, not only in business terms but also in the 
cultural, educational and artistic arenas.  We plan an exciting programme for the region and 
look forward to having a local gateway in the Middle East providing access to the global art 
market.” 
 
Based in Dubai, Lydia Limerick will be responsible for developing and overseeing Christie’s 
presence in the GCC region working with her international Christie’s colleagues.   Lydia 
will be able to provide access to art experts, information on buying and selling works of art 
and objects at auction and will act as a local gateway to the international art market. 
 
Lydia has overseen a number of high profile events in Dubai in recent years including the 
Camel Caravan Gala Auction in May 2004 which raised over 4.8 million UAE Dirhams for 
charities and was held under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum.  
She recently worked as Quintessentially’s event manager from February 2004 for a year. 
Lydia has been based in Dubai since 2001.  She is married and has two teenage children. 
 
Educational tours and lectures will support this event.  Christie’s specialists will be available 
at all times for general discussion, valuations and buying advice.  
 
CHRISTIE’S IN DUBAI 
 
Press Conference  11.00 a.m. on Monday 4 April 2005 
Murjaan Ballroom, Madinat Jumeirah Conference Centre, Dubai 
 
Formal presentation by Edward Dolman, Chief Executive Officer of Christie’s of Lydia 
Limerick to the media as well as a guided tour of exhibition highlights by auction house 
Directors, William Robinson, Islamic Art; Eric Valdieu, Jewellery and Aurel Bacs, 
Watches.. 
 
To attend, please contact Tony Saade at Big Fish, Sheikh Zayed Road, Al Moosa Tower 
II. Telephone: +971-4-3320442 Fax: + 971-4-3320443. Email: Tony@bigfishadv.com 
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Visit Christie’s on the web at www.christies.com 
 

Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie’s is the world’s oldest fine arts auction house.  Over its 
history Christie’s has grown and diversified and currently offers sales in over 80 separate categories, which 
include all areas of fine and applied arts, collectibles, jewellery, watches and motor cars.   
 


