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JEWELS FROM THE ESTATE OF UMM KULTHUM
TO BE SOLD AT CHRISTIE’S IN DUBAI
SALE ALSO INCLUDES DAZZLING SELECTION OF
HIGH QUALITY DIAMONDS & LUXURY WATCHES & IS SPONSORED BY
CREDIT SUISSE

Jewels and Watches; The Dubai Sale
Tuesday, 28 April, 2009 at 7pm
Dubai – Following the historic sale in Dubai last year of Umm Kulthum’s pearl necklace
for $1.4 million / AED 5.1 million, Christie’s is proud to announce that a small group of
her personal jewels will be offered at an auction of Jewels and Watches to be held on
Tuesday, 28 April, 2009 at the Jumeirah Emirates Towers Hotel in Dubai. The sale will
also include rare coloured gemstones and exquisite natural pearls alongside watches by
Patek Philippe, Breguet, Cartier and Rolex. The sale will be followed by Christie’s auction
of International Modern and Contemporary Art to be held on 29th April, 2009. Both sales
are sponsored by Credit Suisse, one of the leading global providers of financial products
and services in Private Banking, Investment Banking, and Asset Management.
Umm Kulthum (1904-1975)
Umm Kulthum, the greatest Arab singer of the 20th
century, was known as ‘The Shining Star of the Middle
East’ (Kawab El Sharq). The sale will include four items
from her jewellery collection, the highlight of which is an
emerald, diamond and pearl set comprising a brooch, a
bracelet and a pair of ear pendants, estimated at $40,000–
60,000. Also included is an impressive Indian multi-strand
pearl and turquoise necklace, the front designed as a stylised
peacock, which is estimated at $15,000–25,000 (shown
here), a cultured pearl and paste ‘festoon’ brooch which was
a gift from the late Shah of Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi
(1919-1980) to Umm Kulthum on the occasion of his
wedding to Princess Fawzia, the sister of King Farouk, the
late King of Egypt (estimate: $3,000-5,000) and a lady’s
cultured pearl and diamond wristwatch (estimate: $4,000–6,000).

“We are delighted to have been entrusted with this rare group of jewels from Umm
Kulthum and, as always in our Dubai sales, we have sought to offer some exquisite pieces
of jewellery and fine watches,” said David Warren, Director of Jewellery, Middle East.
“By sponsoring the Christie’s auction, Credit Suisse provides investors and the wider
Middle East audience a rare glimpse of contemporary and ageless pieces of art, enfolding
both aesthetic and economic value”, said Raj Sehgal, Branch Manager of Credit Suisse
Dubai.
Other Jewellery Highlights
Other highlights in the sale include a pair of diamond threestone ear pendants, estimated at $300,000-500,000 (shown
here). The quality and size of the diamonds is rare – the
larger stones weighing 5.29 and 5.07 carats. Other important
diamonds include a pair of diamond ear studs, each set with
a circular-cut diamond weighing 12.56 and 11.65 carats with
an estimate of US$150,000-200,000 and a diamond kiteshaped pendant weighing 5.01 carats, D colour, internally
flawless (estimate: $160,000-180,000).
Coloured gemstones in the sale include an emerald and
diamond parure by Tabbah comprising a bracelet, a pair of
earings and ring with an estimate of $180,000-220,000; a
rectangular emerald ring weighing 16.71 carats (estimate:
$130,000-140,000), and a cushion-shaped Burmese ruby and
diamond ring of 5.07 carats which is estimated at $130,000150,000 (shown here).
Appropriately for the Gulf, Christie’s Dubai sales have always
featured a fine group of natural pearls. A sumptuous pearl,
multi-gem and enamel Indian necklace, the pearls set with a
line of 17 graduated drop-shaped pearls, are included with an
estimate of $140,000-180,000 alongside a classic single-row
natural pearl necklace estimated at $160,000-180,000.
Watches
A private collection of around 20 watches from the Middle East will also be offered among
the 50 watches in the sale by international watch makers including Patek Philippe, Rolex,
Audemars Piguet, Omega and Lange & Sohne.
A limited edition wristwatch, decorated
with an enamel and cloisonné view of St
Basil’s in Red Square and presented in an
enamel ‘egg’, is estimated at $80,000120,000 (shown here). Designed by Ulysse
Nardin in 2005, the confection was made
in a limited edition of 30. An elegant
Lange & Sohne platinum cabaret
tourbillon wristwatch made in 2008 is
estimated at $120,000-180,000 and an
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Omega white gold bracelet watch entirely set with baguette-cut diamonds and emeralds
designed for Asprey is estimated at $80,000-120,000.
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Christie’s auction, Jewels and Watches; The Dubai Sale, takes place at the Jumeirah
Emirates Towers Hotel on 28 April, 2009 at 7pm
Christie’s auction of International Modern and Contemporary Art takes place at the
Jumeirah Emirates Towers Hotel on 29 April, 2009 at 7pm
Viewing is open to the public at the Jumeirah Emirates Towers Hotel:
Sunday 26 April: 2-10pm
Monday 27 April: 2-10pm
Tuesday 28 April: 10am-4.30pm – for Jewels and Watches
: 10am-10pm – for Pictures
Wednesday 29 April: 10am-3pm for Pictures
For catalogues and further information, please telephone +971 4 425 5647

Notes to Editors About Christie’s Middle East
 Christie’s commitment to the Middle East is unrivalled. Christie’s was the first international auction
house to have established a permanent presence in the Middle East when a representative office was
opened in Dubai in April 2005 with regular sales held since 2006.
 Christie’s auctions in the Middle East have achieved over $118 million to date.
 In October 2009 Christie’s held their first exhibition of international highlights in Abu Dhabi further
illustrating the strength of its presence in the region.
About Christie’s
Christie’s, the world's leading art business had global auction and private sales in 2008 that totaled £2.8
billion/$5.1 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and
expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the
greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique
and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine
and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80
million. Christie’s has 57 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London,
New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led the
market with expanded initiatives in emerging and new markets such as Russia, China, India and the United
Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.
Credit Suisse
As one of the world's leading banks, Credit Suisse provides its clients with private banking, investment
banking and asset management services worldwide. Credit Suisse offers advisory services, comprehensive
solutions and innovative products to companies, institutional clients and high-net-worth private clients
globally, as well as retail clients in Switzerland. Credit Suisse is active in over 50 countries and employs
approximately 47,800 people. Credit Suisse is comprised of a number of legal entities around the world and is
headquartered in Zurich. The registered shares (CSGN) of Credit Suisse's parent company, Credit Suisse
Group AG, are listed in Switzerland and, in the form of American Depositary Shares (CS), in New York.
Further information about Credit Suisse can be found at www.credit-suisse.com.
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