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CHRISTIE’S COMPLETES THE SALE OF THE FORBES COLLECTION OF
AMERICAN HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS WITH RECORD $40,971,640.

Legendary Forbes Collection Achieves Highest Total Ever for a Collection of Books and

Manuscripts

New York — Today’s sale of Part Six of The Forbes Collection of American Historical Documents
completed the series of sales started in 2002 and realized nearly $41 million, a record total for any

collection of books or manuscripts ever sold at auction.

“This memorable series of auctions featured exceptional letters and documents of every American
president and a host of other historical figures,” said Chris Coover, senior specialist in the Books
and Manuscripts department and overseeing the sales. “These remarkable results, which included
multiple new world auction records, vindicate the taste and discrimination of the collector, the late
Malcolm Forbes and his family, who continued to hone and develop the collection. As Malcolm
himself said, original handwritten letters and documents like these ‘make flesh and blood of the key
figures in our country’s history.” Christie's has been honored to have assisted in this record-setting

series of auctions.”

The young Malcolm Forbes began his historical manuscript collection as a freshman at Princeton,
his first acquisition being a note from Abraham Lincoln. Forbes paid the dealer on the installment
plan and was hooked for life. Asked why he collected these handwritten historical treasures,
Malcolm Forbes used to say: “A letter penned in the hand of a President is a far better portrait of
the man than a photograph or a painting.” Malcolm Forbes was active in every significant auction
of historical documents from the late 1960s onwards, habitually focusing on items of highly

important content and historical significance. Many of the pieces he bought made headlines when
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they were acquired by him and made headlines again when sold at Christie’s during the fascinating

six-chapter-series of sales.

Highlights of the collection included Lincoln’s last speech which sold for $3,086,000, the highest
price ever achieved at auction for any American historical document; Einstein’s letter to Franklin
Roosevelt, which sold for $2,096,000, a world auction record for any letter; and Lincoln’S pair of
brass opera-glasses which he carried at Ford’s Theatre for the performance of Our American Cousin
on 14 April 1865, the night he was shot, which achieved $424,000 and set a world auction record for

a Lincoln artifact.

About Christie’s

Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global auction sales in 2006 that totaled £2.51 billion / $4.67
billion. This 36% increase over 2005 marks the highest total in company and in art auction history. Christie’s
is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service, and international glamour. Founded
in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and
today remains a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in
over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewelry, photographs, collectibles, wine, cars
and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14
salerooms around the world including LLondon, New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam,
Tel Aviv, Dubai and Hong Kong. Most recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in
emerging markets such as China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in
Beijing, Dubai, Mumbai and Russia. Christie's also offers its clients wotldwide access to its sales through
Christie's LIVE, its unique, real-time online bidding service.
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Morte information about this Christie's sale can be found on www.christies.com. All lots from the sale can be
viewed online along with full catalogue descriptions on Lotfinder®, which also allows clients to leave

absentee bids. www.christies.com provides information on more than 80 sale categories, buying and selling at

auction, complete auction results, and Christie's international auction calendar.
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