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ESTATE OF MARÍA FÉLIX: LA DOÑA TOTALS $7.3 MILLION AT CHRISTIE’S NEW 
YORK 
 
New York – The July 17-18 auction of the estate of María Félix: La Doña at Christie’s New York 
totaled $7,299,640, far surpassing the pre-sale estimate, and setting six artist records.  Fans of La 
Doña paid tribute to the international movie star, art collector and humanitarian over the course of 
the two-day sale, as auctioneers fielded lively bids from an international audience, with active 
bidding in the room, on the phone, and a strong presence from online buyers.  

       
François Curiel, Chairman of Christie’s Europe, said “The María Félix magic ran through the 
salesroom for two entire days, as her extravagant and exhilarating collection was being wooed and 
coveted by collectors worldwide.  She was a genuine star, a legend pur sang, and although she finished 
her acting career in the 1960s, the spectacular and spirited international response to this sale made 
clear that she had lost none of her beguiling appeal.  She also was one of the great personalities of 
the 20th century and as a close friend of hers, I was deeply honored and touched to be an auctioneer 
during this memorable sale.” 
 
Portraits of La Doña dominated the top lots, and the demand for Leonora Carrington was feverish 
with four of her works selling in the top ten lots.  A world auction record was set for Carrington’s 
Sueño de Sirenas, a folding triptych depicting María as three mermaids, which fetched $609,600.  
Antoine Tzapoff’s, Amazona, also set a world auction record at $66,000, in his portrait of María 
riding a rhino.  Artist records were also achieved for Stanislas Lepri, Chavez Marion, Tao Izzo, and 
Bridget Tichenor.  
 
Diego Rivera’s Estudio de María Félix (Madre), a charcoal portrait of María holding a baby in her arms, 
was the third highest lot at $352,000.  The portrait was commissioned by the film producer of Río 
Escondido, and María hung the exquisite drawing in her Mexico City bedroom.  
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High prices were also realized for European furniture, porcelain, couture clothes, and jewelry.  An 
exceptional price was paid for a brown suede embroidered Hermès sleeveless long vest coat, which 
totaled $19,200, exceeding its low estimate by 12 times.  A set of gold bangel bracelets set with 
diamonds spelling “Doña Doñita,” “Bonita María,” and “Puma Pumita,” also smashed expectations 
and sold for $48,000, more than 8 times its pre-sale low estimate, owing tribute to the fashion 
maven who once earned the title, “One of the World’s Best Dressed Women.”   
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global auction sales in 2006 that totaled £2.51 billion / $4.67 
billion.  Worldwide sales for the first half of 2007 totaled £1.63 billion / $3.25 billion, an increase of 32% by 
£ and 45% by $ from the same period last year and highest half year sales ever in art market history.  
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service, and international glamour. 
Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th 
centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 
sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, 
collectibles, wine, cars and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 
countries and 14 salerooms around the world including London, New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, 
Milan, Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Dubai and Hong Kong. Most recently, Christie’s has led the market with 
expanded initiatives in emerging markets such as China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful 
sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Dubai, Mumbai and Russia. Christie's also offers its clients worldwide access 
to its sales through Christie's LIVE™, its unique, real-time online bidding service. 
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More information about this Christie's sale can be found on www.christies.com.  All lots from the sale can be 
viewed online along with full catalogue descriptions on Lotfinder®, which also allows clients to leave 
absentee bids.  www.christies.com provides information on more than 80 sale categories, buying and selling at 
auction, complete auction results, and Christie's international auction calendar. 


