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BASQUIAT MASTERPIECE FROM THE COLLECTION OF LARS ULRICH 
TO HIGHLIGHT CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK POST-WAR & CONTEMPORARY 

ART EVENING SALE IN NOVEMBER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post-War & Contemporary Art Evening Sale 
Christie’s New York, 12 November 2008 at 7pm 
 
New York – Christie’s is delighted to announce the sale of Jean-Michel Basquiat’s Untitled (Boxer), 
1982 (estimate on request) from the collection of  musician and renowned collector Lars Ulrich in 
the New York Post-War & Contemporary Art Evening Sale on 12 November 2008.  One of the most 
important works by Basquiat to come to auction, Untitled (Boxer) features an exhilarating depiction of 
a black heavy-weight fighter, which the artist saw as a self-portrait, and is poised to establish a record 
price for the artist at auction. 
 
According to International Co-Head of Post-War and Contemporary Art, Brett Gorvy: “It is very 
exciting to be able to offer such an extraordinary work by Basquiat at auction.  Lars has been an incredible collector, 
passionate and intelligent in his approach, often pursuing specific works for several years before he made a purchase. 
Untitled (Boxer) is the very best of the artist.” 



 

Jean-Michel Basquiat was a street-smart graffiti artist who escalated to superstar status in the 1980’s. 
His short and brilliant career ended prematurely with a heroin overdose in 1988.  Executed in 1982, 
at the height of Basquiat’s creative development and fame, Untitled (Boxer), is acclaimed as one of 
the artist’s greatest works.  This electrifying painting is dominated in the forefront by an enormous, 
powerful figure of a Boxer, with upraised arms.  The work demonstrates Basquiat’s signature mix of 
art historical precedent with the raw primitivism of urban graffiti, and is an icon for Black America: 
his hero is both a triumphant warrior and a crucified victim.  
 
A stunning and supreme master work by Basquiat, Untitled (Boxer) was the highlight of the major 
Basquiat retrospective held in 2005-2006, which traveled to the Brooklyn Museum of Art, the 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, where it 
was the main banner for the exhibition.  The painting is expected to set a new world auction record 
for a work by the artist when it is offered at Christie’s. 
  
Lars Ulrich, founding member, songwriter and drummer for Metallica, the critically acclaimed band 
that Rolling Stone described as “widely considered to be the most popular and influential heavy metal 
band of the past two decades.”  Metallica’s current album, Death Magnetic racked up No. 1 chart 
positions in 32 countries. Mr. Ulrich’s deep passion and instinctive eye is reflected in his exceptional 
art collection.  The son of Danish tennis champion Torben Ulrich, who also was heavily involved in 
the thriving art and music scene in Copenhagen in the 1950s and 1960s, he grew up in a culturally 
rich household.  His Danish roots led him first to the CoBrA artists such as Asger Jorn and Karel 
Appel, and his deep appreciation of the raw, high energy and deeply emotive nature of these artists’ 
works then led him to pursue works by Jean Dubuffet, Sam Francis and Jean-Michel Basquiat.  Over 
the last two decades, Mr. Ulrich has meticulously assembled a formidable collection of masterpieces 
of works that range from Contemporary art, to 20th Century design and Tribal art. 
 
In 2002 five major works from Ulrich’s collection were sold at Christie’s Spring Post-War & 
Contemporary Art Evening Sale in New York, two of which were the top two lots of the evening, 
including Jean-Michel Basquiat’s Profit I, which set a world auction record for the artist that was not 
surpassed for five years.   
 
Lars Ulrich states, “As a collector I view myself as a caretaker of works of art, rather than simply an owner.  I have 
been fortunate enough to have shared ten great years with this truly iconic painting by Basquiat, and it is time to put it 
back into circulation, and let someone else enjoy it as much as I have over the last decade.” 
  
Viewing: London, King Street - 10 October, and from 13 to 21 October 2008 
 
Auction: New York - November 12, 2008 at 7pm 
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 About Christie’s  
Christie’s is the world's leading art business with global art sales in 2007 that totalled £3.1 billion/$6.3 billion. 
This marks the highest total in company and in art auction history.  For the first half of 2008, art sales totalled 
£1.8 billion / $3.5 billion.  Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service 
and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the 
greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular showcase for the unique 
and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 600 sales annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and 
decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $80 
million. Christie’s has 85 offices in 43 countries and 14 salerooms around the world including in London, 
New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Dubai, Hong Kong and Zurich. Most 
recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in emerging and new markets such as Russia, 
China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and 
Dubai. 
 
*Estimates do not include buyer's premium 
 
 


