
 
 

 
 
 
 

Christie’s Evening Sales  
Realise 

£64,620,750/ $88,982,773 / €75,347,795 
 

Bringing the Combined Total of Classic Week Sales to Date to 

£70,214,250/ $96,723,68/ €81,867,274 
 

Evening Sales Led by  
Bernardo Bellotto’s View of Verona with the Ponte delle Navi 

and 
Leonardo da Vinci’s Head of a bear 

 
Establishing 11 World Auction Records 

 
~ Welcoming Registered Bidders from across 4 Continents ~ 

(14 Works Sold Above £1 Million & 17 Above $1 Million)  
    

           
 

London – The wealth of works offered across Christie’s two Classic Week Evening sales – The 

Exceptional Sale and the Old Masters Evening Sale - have realised a combined total of £64,620,750 / 

$88,982,773 / €75,347,795. Welcoming registered bidders from across 4 continents, the top lot of the 

evening was Bernardo Bellotto’s View of Verona with the Ponte delle Navi which achieved £10,575,000 / 

$14,561,775 / €12,330,450 (estimate: £12,000,000-18,000,000). Bringing the running total for Classic 

Week sales to date to £70,214,250 / $96,723,68 / €81,867,274, the auctions continue until 15 July, and 

with estimates starting from £500 to £18 million this marquee week presents rare opportunities for new 

and established collectors across price levels. 

 

 

 

R E S U L T S  |  L O N D O N |  8  J U L Y  2 0 2 1  

 

 

 



The Exceptional Sale 2021 

Christie’s Exceptional Sale realised £19,537,500 / $26,903,138 / €22,780,725, selling 77% by lot and 

85% by value. The top lot of the sale was Head of a bear by Leonardo da Vinci, which set a new world 

auction record for a drawing by the artist, achieving £8,857,500 / $12,196,778/ €10,327,845.  

Stijn Alsteens, International Head of Department, Old Master Drawings, Christie’s comments: 

“Christie’s is greatly honoured to have brought this small but magnificent Old Master Drawing to the market 

in the Exceptional Sale this evening in London.  The drawing attracted attention from all around the world, 

and I was confident that the great quality and rarity of the work would lead to an exceptional result – the 

fifth highest price ever achieved for an Old Master Drawing at auction.” 

Giles Forster, Head of The Exceptional Sale, noted: “The breadth and depth of bidding across periods 

and categories in this sale is notable, highlighted by the top lots which span Old Master Drawings, 

Decorative Arts and Manuscripts. In addition to the stellar result for the record breaking top lot by Leonardo 

da Vinci, the price realised for the remarkable Charles I inkstand attributed to silversmith Christiaen van 

Vianen £1,942,500/ $2,674,823/ €2,264,955 (estimate: £1,000,000-1,500,000) reflects the museum 

quality nature of this work which was previously on long term loan to the Victoria and Albert Museum. The 

new auction record established for an Isaac Newton manuscript £1,702,500/ $2,344,343/ €1,985,115 

(estimate: £600,000-900,000) highlights that autograph scientific manuscripts by Newton are of the 

greatest rarity on the market. A dynamic sale, we are also pleased to have established new auction records 

for a meteorite and for furniture by the bronzier Ferdinand Barbedienne with the remarkable ‘Japonisme’ 

aquarium, which show the unique ability of the Exceptional Sale to bring record prices for ‘wow factor’ 

works of art.”  

For the full results please click here and the top ten at the end of the document. 

 

Old Masters Evening Sale  

The Old Masters Evening Sale realised £45,083,250 / $62,079,635/ €52,567,070, selling 94% by value 

and 78% by lot. The top lot of the sale was Bernardo Bellotto’s View of Verona with the Ponte delle Navi, 

which achieved £10,575,000/ $14,561,775 / €12,330,450 (estimate: £12,000,000-18,000,000). For the full 

results please click here and the top ten at the end of the document. 

Clementine Sinclair, Head of Old Masters Evening Sale: “We are thrilled with the results of this Old 

Masters sale, which at £45 million was the strongest Evening sale since July 2016. Only two Evening sales 

have exceeded this total over the past 10 years. The prices realised for Bellotto’s majestic view of Verona 

and George de La Tour’s arresting image of Saint Andrew set new record prices for the artists at auction. 

The wealth of fresh material prompted competitive bidding with the exquisite cabinet picture by Frans van 

Mieris making more than four times the low estimate. All three works by female artists in the sale sold 

successfully, with two more than tripling their original low estimates. This evening was a real boost for the 

Old Masters market and underlines the continued demand for great works that are fresh to the market with 

exceptional provenance.”      
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About Christie’s   

 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as 

its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real 

estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 

with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house 

authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, 

Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale 

(the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 

 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 

exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  

 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in 

digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of viewing 

and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   

 

 

 

https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/Index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en


Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability  

through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support 

positive change. 

 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here  

 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale 

at the back of the sale catalogue.  

 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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