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• Record-breaking work has set a world auction record for 
Doig each time it has come to auction 

 

 

PETER DOIG (B. 1959) 
Swamped 

oil on canvas 
77 ½ x 95 in. (197 x 241 cm.) 

Painted in 1990. 
Estimate on request 

 
New York – Peter Doig’s 1990 masterpiece Swamped (estimate on request) will be a leading 

highlight of Christie’s New York Marquee Week this November, featured in the auction house’s 

21st Century Art Evening Sale. The painting stands as the most important of Doig’s canoe series, 

considered the pinnacle of his oeuvre, and has established a world auction record every time it 

has appeared at auction. It was last sold at Christie’s New York in 2015 for $ 25.9 million, a new 



record at the time. It is now poised to break the artist’s current record of  $28.8 million. The painting 

will be exhibited in Christie’s London galleries 9th – 16th October and in Christie's Los Angeles 

galleries 20th – 23rd October before returning to New York ahead of the sale. 

Peter Doig’s canoe paintings have come to be icons of contemporary art, and Swamped is among 

the earliest and most exquisitely rendered of the works in the series. Swamped has stood as an 

important touchstone for Doig in scores of major exhibitions, including the 1998 touring 

retrospective at Kunsthalle Kiel, Kunsthalle Nürnberg and Whitechapel Art Gallery, London; 

Kunstaus Glarus, Switzerland, 1999; Le Musée d’Art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Tate Britain, 

London and Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt 2008-2009; and Fondation Beyeler, Basel 2015. 

Ana Maria Celis, Senior Vice President, Senior Specialist, 21st Century Art, remarks, 

“Standing as a leading work within his highly celebrated canoe series,  Swamped brilliantly 

showcases Peter Doig’s singular and unique ability to manipulate the materiality of oil paint to 

render masterful compositions that exist on the border of figuration and abstraction. We are 

thrilled to present this masterpiece this November in Christie's New York Evening Sale, poised to 

yet again set an auction world record for Doig, a truly seminal artist of the 21st century.” 

Painted in 1990, Swamped marks a pivotal moment in Doig’s career, just prior to his graduation 

from the Chelsea College of Art and Design and his winning of the prestigious Whitechapel 

Artist Prize. This award would culminate in a solo exhibition for Doig at the Whitechapel Art 

Gallery in 1991. The prospect of this major institutional show, which took place at a formative 

stage in the artist’s career, spurred an intense bout of  creativity in the period leading up to the 

exhibition. As a result, during this time Doig produced a small number of large format canvases, 

including Swamped, which he now recognizes as the thematic matrix of his oeuvre. 

With Swamped, Doig demonstrates a unique ability that has led him to become one of the 

greatest painters of his generation through creating a harmonious friction between figurative 

atmosphere, dense abstraction, and painterly meaning. The work portrays a solitary boat 

floating silently in a swamp. The curve of the white canoe’s hull meets the open water and casts 

a perfect reflection, like an image in a looking glass, with a color-filled, wild and mysterious 

inverted universe stretched out beneath. 

The origin of the series of canoe paintings was born out of a dream sequence in the 1980 film, 

Friday 13th; specifically from the famous scene where protagonist Jason Voorhees shoots out 

of the water to grab his only survivor from behind, dragging her into the icy water, and she 

wakes up in a hospital to find it was just a dream. Doig has continued to return to this film still 

and its image of the solitary canoe over time The subsequent paintings are now widely 

recognized to be his most accomplished, including Swamped (1990), Canoe Lake (1997-1998), 

Ghost Canoe (1991), White Canoe (1991), 100 Years Ago (2000) and 100 years ago Carrera 

(2001) (Centre Georges Pompidou, Musée national d’art moderne, Paris). Doig stands apart 

from any other painter in history in is his ability to embody landscape in the brushstroke. Each 

painting from this group showcases his masterful technical skill and ability to manipulate paint in 

a way that is a simultaneously figurative and abstract celebration of the physical properties of 

nature. 



 

Pre-sale exhibitions: 

 

Preview in London: 9 – 16 October 

Preview in Los Angeles: 20 – 23 October 

 

Note to editors: 

Christie’s currently holds the top three world auction records for living artists, with the 2019 sale 

of Jeff Koon, Rabbit for $91.1 million, the 2018 sale of David Hockney’s Portrait of an Artist 

(Pool with Two Figure) for $90.3 million, and most recently the March 2021 sale of  Beeple’s 

Everydays — The First 5000 Days for $69 million. 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online 

auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 

appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries,  throughout 
the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, 

Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million.  In 

recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 
2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff 

Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction 

calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at  a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the  groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 

auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining 

the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented rea lity, global 
livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 

achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify 

under-represented voices and support positive change. 
 
 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
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*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable 
fees.  
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