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Andy Warhol (1928-1987) 

Jean-Michel Basquiat 

metallic pigment, acrylic, silkscreen ink and urine on canvas 

40 x 40 in. (101.6 x 101.6 cm.) 

Executed in 1982. 
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New York – This November, Christie’s New York is thrilled to present Andy Warhol’s seminal  

portrait of Jean-Michel Basquiat as a leading highlight of its 20 th Century Evening Sale (estimate 

on request; in excess of $20 million). In this 40 x 40 inch painting, Warhol elevates the young 

Basquiat to his pantheon of cultural icons which includes Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth Taylor. It 

also celebrates the remarkable friendship between the two artists, Warhol the established master 

of Pop Art, and Basquiat, the brash wunderkind of the New York art scene. Thought to be the only 

example in private hands, this rare and deeply personal work dates from 1982, a period which 

marked the highpoint of Basquiat’s painterly authority, and which also saw a bold new 

inventiveness appear in Warhol’s work. Both artists, in their own unique ways, redefined the very 

framework of 20th and 21st century art, and have done much to shape the current cultural 

landscape; from music to fashion, and TikTok to Instagram, their visual philosophy remains as 

relevant today as it ever has. Warhol’s depiction of Basquiat stands as the only known portrait 

executed in oxidation form, and one of its sister paintings is housed in the permanent collection 

of the Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh. The exceptional clarity of the screened image, and the 

uniform distribution of the oxidation marks in Jean-Michel Basquiat results in a highly 

accomplished and intoxicating composition. This example has been privately held as a crown 

jewel in the Collection of Peter Brant for nearly two decades, and has been widely exhibited, most 

recently at the Whitney Museum’s 2018-2019 Warhol Retrospective, Andy Warhol: From A to B 

and Back Again. 

Alex Rotter, Christie’s Chairman of 20 th and 21st Century Art, remarks, “Warhol’s fame is 

closely tied to the fame of his subjects—Marilyn, Liz, Elvis, Brando. But these four portraits exist 

as relics of the past. Painted in 1982, this portrait of Jean Michel-Basquiat was created when the 

young artist was at the precipice of entering the New York art world and changing it forever. From 

Brooklyn to China, Basquiat symbolizes a new generation, and Warhol recognized this earlier 

than anyone. His unmatched ability to capture celebrity, fame, glory, and tragedy culminates in 

this portrait. Just as much about Basquiat as it is about Warhol, it is one of the most exciting 

paintings to come to the auction market.” 

Screened on the abstract ground of an oxidation painting, Jean-Michel Basquiat is an 

exceedingly rare example of Warhol’s work, as his portraiture  is normally straightforward in its 

figuration. Warhol’s oxidation paintings are thought to be nods to his Abstract Expressionist 

predecessors and contemporaries, including Jackson Pollock, and are some of his only known 

abstract works. With this portrait, Warhol firmly captures the unique essence of his friend and 

fellow artist, while simultaneously announcing Basquiat’s admission into the shrine of glittering 

icons that helped to define the cultural landscape of the past fifty years.  
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online 

auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 

appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries,  throughout 

the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, 
Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million.  In 

recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 

2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff 
Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction 

calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a clie nt’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the  groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining 

the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, g lobal 

livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 
achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify 

under-represented voices and support positive change. 
 
 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 

Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicab le 

fees.  
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