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PABLO PICASSO’S 

MOUSQUETAIRE À LA PIPE 
 

TO HIGHLIGHT 20TH CENTURY EVENING SALE 

 
Property of a Distinguished American Collector 

PABLO PICASSO (1881-1973) 

Mousquetaire à la pipe II  

signed 'Picasso' (upper right); dated and numbered '5.11.68. II' (on the reverse)  

oil and Ripolin on canvas 

57 1/2 x 38 in. (146 x 96.5 cm.) Painted on 5 November 1968 

Estimate on Request 

 

 

NEW YORK – This November, Christie’s 20th Century Art Evening Sale in New York will be highlighted by 

Pablo Picasso’s Mousquetaire à la pipe, 5 November 1968 (Estimate on request; in the region of 

$30,000,000).  A leading example of the musketeer series that came to  be highly definitive of the artist’s 

late career, this work is remarkable for its inventiveness and variety, its vibrant palette and rich brushwork, 

dynamism, and overwhelming joie de vivre. 

 

Max Carter, International Director and Head of Christie's Impressionist and Modern Art Department, 

remarked: “In 1968, while much of the world looked anxiously at the future, Picasso, then in his 88th year, 

harnessed the glories of the past to create his grand, culminant series of musketeers. This November we 

are honored to offer Mousquetaire á la pipe II, one of its outstanding examples, never before seen at auction, 

leading an array of works across the master’s career.” 

 



Painted on 5 November 1968, Mousquetaire à la pipe is among the most impressive of the great Musketeer 

series. During a period of convalescence in late 1965, Picasso began to re-read a number of literary 

classics—including Alexandre Dumas’ The Three Musketeers. By spring of 1966, the tale had taken up 

residence in the artist’s psyche, and as the following year began, the figure of the musketeer had effectively 

entered Picasso’s repertoire. Part historical and part fantastical, the musketeer figures were vessels through 

which the artist portrayed himself. They also speak to the close dialogue that Picasso had entered into with 

Rembrandt; throughout the 1960s he came to increasingly identif ied with the Dutch artist, who was also 

fond of inserting himself in various guises into his paintings. Picasso’s 1968 group of musketeer paintings 

marks the peak of Picasso’s interest in this subject, and during the fall of this year he produced the finest 

examples of the genre. 

 

This is one of two musketeer paintings that Picasso painted on 5 November 1968; the other example is in 

the collection of the Museum Sammlung Rosengart, Luzern. A striking duo, both feature figures with tight 

curls, beards, and pictured with a pipe. The example on offer portrays a musketeer with a notably grandiose 

presence, more than filling the near five-foot canvas to tower above the viewer. Just as he had done 

throughout his career with the figure of the harlequin and the minotaur, Picasso used the musketeer figure 

as a way of visualizing a heroic stance in life, to affirm his ability—through wit, skill, and creativity—to remain 

master of his fate during this final stage of his life. 

 

 

Pre-sale exhibitions: 

 

Preview in Hong Kong: 7 – 12 October 

Preview in London: 18 – 21 October 

Preview in New York: 30 October – 11 November  

 

 

PRESS IMAGES CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 

 
 

PRESS CONTACT: Jessica Stanley | 212 636 2680 | jstanley@christies.com 

 

About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as 

its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international 

real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries,  throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 

with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house 
authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million.  In recent years, 

Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection 

sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’  Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 
exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace .  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the  groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in 

digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of 
viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming,  buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achievi ng 

sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under -represented voices 

and support positive change. 
 
 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 
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https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.christies.com/features?sc_lang=en&lid=1
http://www.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/features/Christies-precautionary-closures-10350-1.aspx?sc_lang=en


*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale 
at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicab le fees.  
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