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THE STELLA COLLECTION WILL BE AUCTIONED 
AT CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK IN NOVEMBER, 

INCLUDING AN UNSEEN PICASSO MASTERPIECE 
AS A LEADING HIGHLIGHT OF THE 20th CENTURY 

ART EVENING SALE  
 

• Pablo Picasso’s Femme accroupie en costume turc (Jacqueline) is 
estimated at $20 Million - $30 Million 

• Painted in 1955, this masterpiece has never come to auction, held in 
an important private collection for over 60 years and three 
generations  

• Leading the Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale is a lyrical 1954 
painting by Joan Miró and leading the Impressionist & Modern Art 
Works on Paper sale is a bold 1940 self-portrait by Marc Chagall. 
Both works have been off the market and in the same private 

collection for three generations.  

 
Property from The Stella Collection 

Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)  
Femme accroupie en costume turc (Jacqueline) 



oil on canvas 
36 ¼ x 28 ¾ in. (92 x 73 cm.) 

Painted in 1955 
Estimate: $20 million – $30 million 

 

New York – This November, Christie’s New York is pleased to offer Pablo Picasso’s Femme 

accroupie en costume turc (Jacqueline), 1955 (estimate: $20 million - $30 million), a 

masterpiece that has remained in a private and important collection of a single family for three 

generations, since 1957 – just two years after its creation. The work was originally purchased by 

a collector who developed personal relationships with leading contemporary artists starting in 

the 1950s. The collection includes works by Picasso, Joan Miró, Marc Chagall, Henri Matisse, 

Georges Braque and Max Ernst, among others, which were acquired either directly from the 

artists or through the preeminent gallerists of the time such as Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler and 

Galerie Maeght, and subsequently kept in the same family for three generations. 

 

Picasso’s powerful portrait depicts Jacqueline Roque, the final great love and muse of the 

artist’s life. It is among the most radical depictions from an important series of eleven seated 

portraits of Jacqueline that developed out of Picasso’s landmark series, Les femmes d’Alger 

(based on the eponymous Delacroix masterpiece), considered his single greatest achievement 

after World War II. Here Picasso honed in on the frontal, seated figure that emerged in the 

culminating Femme d’Alger works. Clearly in awe of his striking new muse, he has transformed 

her into a majestically seated odalisque, rendered in an elaborate combination of lines, patterns, 

and jewel-like color. In a nod to his friend and rival Henri Matisse, who had passed away just 

one year prior in 1954, Picasso approaches the canvas with a distinctly Matissean style, 

employing costume and decoration as a way of evoking the seductive fantasy of Orientalism, 

and using pattern as a way to experiment with pictorial construction.  

 

Vanessa Fusco, Senior Specialist and Co-Head of 20th Century Art Evening Sale 

comments, The Stella Collection was assembled by a passionate and knowledgeable collector, 

whose relationship with the artists and their primary dealers of the time meant that he was able 

to acquire exceptional examples of their work. Leading the collection is Picasso’s Femme 

accroupie en costume turc (Jacqueline), a strikingly modern treatment of the seated figure 

developed out of the artist’s seminal series Les femmes d’Alger, in dialogue with Delacroix. The 

painting was lent by the family to the artist’s seminal 1957 exhibition at The Museum of Modern 

Art in New York on the occasion of Picasso’s 75 th birthday, and it is an honor to bring it back to 

into the public realm so many decades later. 

 

Femme accroupie en costume turc (Jacqueline) was painted in Picasso’s new home, the 

spacious nineteenth-century villa known as La Californie, which overlooked Cannes. At this 

time, Picasso’s fame was such that he had could not move through Paris without drawing 

crowds. Picasso first met Jacqueline in 1952. At the time, he was still living with Françoise Gilot; 

Jacqueline was working as a sales assistant at a ceramics studio at which he would frequently 

work. By 1954, Picasso’s relationship with Françoise had ended and the two were a couple. 

They would remain together until the artist’s death at age 91. 

 



Additional Collection Highlights: 

 

On offer from the same collection is Joan Miro’s Le serpent glisse vers l’azur parsemé des 

flèches, 1954 (estimate: $1,000,000-1,500,000) in the Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale and 

Marc Chagall’s Autoportrait, 1940 (estimate: $500,000-700,000), a highlight of the Impressionist 

and Modern Works on Paper Sale. Both works are borne from a direct relationship with the 

artists. In particular, the collector’s close friendship with Chagall sparked his involvement in 

arranging for the artist’s contribution to Lincoln Center in New York and to the Vatican in Rome, 

and he played a highly active role in establishing the Chagall museum in Nice, France.   

 

  
PROPERTY FROM THE STELLA COLLECTION PROPERTY FROM THE STELLA COLLECTION 

Joan Miró (1893-1983) Marc Chagall (1887-1985) 
Le serpent glisse vers l’azur parsemé de flèches  Autoportrait 

oil on canvas 
gouache, pastel and charcoal on paper laid down 

on canvas 
10 3/4 x 19 3/4 in. (27.5 x 50.2 cm.) 19 7/8 x 26 3/8 in. (50.2 x 60.8 cm.) 

Painted in 1954 

 
Executed in 1940 

Estimate: $1,000,000 – $1,500,000 Estimate: $500,000 – $700,000 

 
 
Pre-Sale Exhibitions: 

 

Preview in Hong Kong: 7 – 12 October (Picasso) 

Preview in San Francisco: 13-16 October (Miró) 

Preview in New York: 30 October-11 November 

 

 
 

 
PRESS IMAGES CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 

 
 

PRESS CONTACT: Jessica Stanley | 212 636 2680 | jstanley@christies.com 
 

About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online 

auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xvyjmbocpak9e6z/AACD6kTqiFD0i1Z7mdRVz2U8a?dl=0
mailto:jstanley@christies.com
https://www.christies.com/en/services


appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries,  throughout 
the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, 

Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million.  In 

recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 

2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff 
Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction 

calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a clie nt’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the  groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining 

the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, g lobal 

livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 

achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to ampli fy 

under-represented voices and support positive change. 
 
 

 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 

Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicab le 

fees.  
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