
 
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  |  N E W  Y O R K  |  F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  

 

MONUMENTAL BASQUIAT MASTERPIECE 
TO LEAD CHRISTIE’S 21ST CENTURY 

EVENING SALE IN NEW YORK 
 

DUE TO ITS UNPARALLELED STRENGTH, ITS MONUMENTAL SCALE, 
THE FACT THAT IT WAS CREATED IN THE PIVOTAL YEAR OF 1982, 
AND THAT IT STANDS AS ONE OF THE FEW BASQUIAT PAINTINGS 

SIGNED ON THE FRONT, THE GUILT OF GOLD TEETH COULD 
BECOME THE NEW BASQUIAT AUCTION RECORD 

 

 
PROPERTY FROM AN IMPORTANT EUROPEAN COLLECTOR 

JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT (1960-1988) 
The Guilt of Gold Teeth 

titled ‘“THE GUILT OF GOLD TEETH”’ (lower left); signed, inscribed and dated ‘MODENA / JEAN MICHEL BASQUIAT 1982’ (lower 
right); signed, titled, inscribed and dated again ‘"THE GUILT OF GOLD TEETH" Jean-Michel Basquiat 1982 MODENA" (on the 

reverse) 
acrylic, spray paint and oilstick on canvas 

94 ½ x 165 ⅞ in. (240 x 421.3 cm.) 
Executed in 1982.  

Estimate on Request 

 
NEW YORK –Christie’s is pleased to announce The Guilt of Gold Teeth, a masterpiece by Jean-
Michel Basquiat, will be the top lot of the 21st Century Art Evening Sale, taking place on 9 
November 2021 at Rockefeller Center in New York (estimate on request). Held for a nearly quarter 
century in a private collection, this rare and monumental 1982 canvas was created at the peak of 
the iconic artist’s career. This stands as an incredible example of a very limited group of career-



defining works that Basquiat painted during a trip to Modena, Italy in March of 1982.  The eight 
paintings created by Basquiat in Modena in 1982 remain some of his greatest artistic 
achievements, with two having established record breaking results at auction. Five years ago in 
May of 2016, Untitled set a world auction record, selling for $57.3 million at Christie’s New York 
and Profit sold for $5.5 million at Christie's New York in 2002, establish a record for the artist at 
the time, which remained unbroken until 2007. 
 
It will be unveiled publicly at Christie’s Los Angeles, where it will be on view from 14 – 17 October. 
It will then travel to Hong Kong where it will be on view from 25 - 26 October before returning to 
New York, where it will be on view from 30 October – 9 November ahead of the auction. 
 
Ana Maria Celis, Christie’s Senior Vice President, Senior Specialist, and Head of 21st 
Century Art Evening Sale, remarks, “Painted in Modena when the artist was at the young age 
of 22, The Guilt of Gold Teeth represents an absolutely pivotal moment in Basquiat’s career. For 
the first time, he was exhibiting internationally, while simultaneously coming to a cultural reckoning 
with his own identity as a Black American. Through the inclusion of Baron Samedi, a key figure in 
Haitian Vodou, this work pays homage to his father’s heritage. Stunning, impactful, and rare, The 
Guilt of Gold Teeth has not come to auction since 1998. We are beyond thrilled to present it as 
the top lot in our November 21st Century Art Evening sale this season.” 
 
The central f igure in this example is identif ied as Baron Samedi, a spirit of Haitian Vodou and 
leader of the Gede – who tends to shepherding departed souls to the ‘other side.’ Versions of 
this figure appear in several of Basquiat’s paintings, and The Guilt of Gold Teeth is one of the 
earliest depictions. Baron Samedi is linked closely with death, revelry, and safekeeping. He is 
frequently depicted as a skeletal f igure dressed in funeral attire, including his signature top hat. 
He is both a protective caretaker as well as a riotous trickster, representing multitudes—just as 
much about life as about death. 
 
Basquiat traveled to Modena for the first time in 1981; a fresh face on the art scene, the young 
artist was given his first one-man show under the name ‘SAMO’ at Emilio Mazzoli’s gallery. On 
the artist’s second trip to Modena in the spring of 1982, Mazzoli provided him with a large studio 
space and his artistic practice made a palpable shift. For the first time, the epic scale of his 
canvases allowed him to express the full scope of his artistic ambitions, while at the same time 
replicating the urban canvases offered up to him by the buildings of New York, where he 
developed his highly original artistic language. It was also at this moment that Basquiat’s body of 
work began to form a collective narrative around his experience as a Black man in America, while 
still maintaining his signature graffiti style, rife with coded nomenclature and symbolic linguistic 
elements (for example, ‘ASPURIA’ is thought to be a playful subversion of Italian word aspirare, 
which means ‘to aspire’). 
 

 
 

PRESS IMAGE CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 
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Jessica Stanley | 212 636 2680 | jstanley@christies.com 

About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, 
as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art 
financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, 

Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It 
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also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent 
years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 

single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’  Rabbit, 
2019). 

 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, 

working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As 

an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business o f art, 
including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy -now channels, 

and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving 
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-

represented voices and support positive change. 
 

 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions 
of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable 
fees.  
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