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ED RUSCHA'S ICONIC RIPE WILL BE A
MAJOR HIGHLIGHT OF CHRISTIE'S NEW
YORK 20™ CENTURY EVENING SALE

HELD PRIVATELY FOR OVER 20 YEARS, THIS FALL MARKS THE FIRST TIME
THIS 1960s MASTERWORK FROM RUSCHA’S COVETED SERIES OF LIQUID
PAINTINGS HAS COME TO AUCTION IN OVER TWO DECADES

Ed Ruscha (b.1937)
Ripe
oiloncanvas
59.1/4x 54.3/4in.(150.5x 139.1cm.)
Painted in 1967.
Estimate: $18,000,000 - $22,000,000

New York — On Thursday, 11 November, 2021 Christie’s New York is honored to present Ed
Ruscha’s Ripe, 1967 (estimate: $18,000,000 — $22,000,000). This seminal masterpiece that



challenged the accepted definitions of the postwar art historical canon will highlight Christie’s
November marquee sale of 20th Century Art. Painted in 1967 at the height of Pop Art, Ripe not
only embodied the bold Pop aesthetic, it also paved the way for many of the movements and
artists that followed; Minimalism, Conceptual Art and the text-based paintings of the Pictures
Generation by artists such as Barbara Kruger and Richard Prince, as well as the work of
Christopher Wool, and even Jean-Michel Basquiat, can all trace origins of their practice back to
the word-based paintings of Ed Ruscha. Ripe, which has been held privately and unseen by the
public for over two decades, will be on view for the firsttime in a quarter-century at Christie’s
Los Angeles from 20 — 23 October. It will then travel to Christie’s New York, where it will be on
view from 30 October — 11 November ahead of the evening sale.

Barrett White, Executive Deputy Chairman for the Post-War & Contemporary Art
Department, remarks, “Ripe stands as a wonderful example of the highly celebrated series of
liguid paintings by the inimitable Ed Ruscha. Rendered across avibrant yellow-green
background, the four curvaceous red letters are seemingly controlled by the physical weight of
the material they proport to represent. Joyful aesthetics and delightful humor culminate
flawlessly in this masterful composition. We are thrilled to present this icon as a highlight of our
20t Century Evening Sale this November.”

Ripe, 1967 is an exceptional and rare example from the artist’s oeuvre, standing as the most
striking of aseminal series of liquid paintings Ruschaexecuted from1966t0 1969.Init, he furthers
his investigations into the formal qualities of words, which he began in earnest with OOF, 1962
(Museum of Modern Art, New York). In Ripe, Ruscha not only renders the fluid silhouette of the
word’s shape, but also the three-dimensional qualities of liquid, as it appears to sit on the surface
of the canvas. It stands as one of the earliest examples of Ruscha’s word paintings in which he
introduces three-dimensionality, and is one of only twelve large scale liquid paintings, nine of
which are in institutional collections.

Ruschawas one of the first artists to consistently use text as an integral part of his oeuvre.
Furthering Warhol’'s appropriation of newspaper headlines, and Roy Lichtenstein’s comic book
lexicon, Ruscha’s interest was in the formal qualities of the word. By meticulously rendering
different words in distinct liquid formats, the artist removed any literal representation and
instilled a deeper, more conceptual, meaning into these everyday forms. This momentous move
paved the way for a generation of artists who followed to continue this dialogue, from
Christopher Wool's monumental word paintings, and even Jean-Michel Basquiat’'s adoption of
enigmatic words and phrases that populate the very best examples of his work.

Words have been an important part of Ruscha’s artistic practice since the beginning of his
career, first appearing as subject matter in 1959. In them, he successfully fuses painterly
tradition with contemporary culture, playfully poking fun at modes of commercialization. In
recent years, his word paintings have become leaders in the market, establishing new highs at
auction. Just two years ago in November 2019, Hurting the Word Radio #2, 1964 sold for nearly
$52.5 million at Christie’s New York, thus setting the current auction world record.



https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6236034?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6236034&from=salessummary&lid=1

PRESS IMAGE CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE

PRESS CONTACT: JessicaStanley | 212 636 2680 | jstanley@christies.com

About Christie’s

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leadingart and luxury business.Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, includingart
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the
Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris
and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorizedto hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 artand luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent
years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), fora
single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for awork by aliving artist (Jeff

Koons’ Rabbit, 2019).

Christie’s Private Sales offers aseamless service for buyingand sellingart, jewellery and watches outside of the auction
calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists ata client’s individual pace.

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreakingsale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered ata major

auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the
business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming,

buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its businessand communities worldwide, includingachieving
sustainability through netzero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively usingits platform in the art world to amplify under -
represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable
fees.
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