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Christie’s First Live Wine Auction in Hong Kong of 2023  
 

GRANDS CRUS PART III: FINEST AND RAREST WINES  
FROM THE CELLAR OF CHRISTEN SVEAAS 

 

ACHIEVED A SALE TOTAL OF  
HK$30,274,000 / US$3,874,642 

 

99% Sold by Lot | 116% Hammer Above Low Estimate 
 

Iconic Bordeaux Vintages Smash High Estimates 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hong Kong – On 24 March, Christie’s Hong Kong hosted its first live wine auction of 2023 at Alexandra House – 

“Grands Crus Part III: Finest and Rarest Wines from the Cellar of Christen Sveaas” – which achieved a sale total of 

HK$30,274,000 / US$3,874,642. With Hong Kong’s social restrictions lifted, there was a lively atmosphere at Alexandra 

House as bidders in the room raised their paddles while enjoying food and drinks. In addition to in-person bidding, the 

sale received an avid response on the telephones and online. Participation from 10 countries spanning 4 continents 

made this live auction in Hong Kong a global event. 

Adam Bilbey, Global Head of Wine and Spirits, Christie’s commented, “It was an honour to commence Christie’s 

2023 live wine auctions in Hong Kong with a selection from Mr Sveaas’s stunning cellar – and a joy to welcome so many 

spirited bidders in person to our saleroom once again. The iconic bottles received a tremendous response from bidders 

in Asia and beyond, achieving remarkable prices – a testament to both Mr Sveaas’s superb taste and the demand for 

fine wine across the region. The results reaffirm Christie’s strength in presenting the world’s most important single-

owner wine collections to the market.” 

Michelle Chan, Head of Wine, Christie’s Asia Pacific added, “The enthusiastic participation in today’s auction in Hong 

Kong demonstrates the sustained appetite for fine wine in Asia. These outstanding results have provided an excellent 

base for our Hong Kong Spring Auctions this May, where we look forward to sharing an array of magnificent wine with 

the region’s connoisseurs.” 

Christen Sveaas remarked, “This is the first time a selection of wine from my cherished collection has been presented 

at Christie’s in Asia, and it has been a pleasure to witness it be so well received. I am heartened to know that these 

special bottles have found new homes, and my wish is that their owners take great joy in savouring and sharing them.” 

TOP LOT 

Lot 189 

Château Latour à Pomerol 1961 

12 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$1,062,500 / 

US$135,985 

 

Over doubled the low estimate 

Christen Sveaas  
Image by Pontus Holmenäs 

 

TOP LOT  
Lot 51 

Château Mouton-Rothschild 1945 
8 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$1,062,500 / 
US$135,985 

 
Almost doubled the low estimate 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/grands-crus-part-iii-finest-and-rarest-wines-from-the-cellar-of-christen-sveaas-30121/


 

  

SALE HIGHLIGHTS: 

RED BORDEAUX 

 

 

 

  

Lot 97 

Château Palmer 1961 

12 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$562,500 / 

US$71,992 

Lot 145 

Château Cheval-Blanc 1921 

6 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$562,500 / 

US$71,992 

Lot 68 

Château Haut-Brion 1959 

12 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$400,000 /  

US$51,194 

 

  

Lot 29 

Château Latour 1949 

12 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$375,000 /  

US$47,995 

 

Achieved almost double the low estimate 

Lot 180 

Petrus 1982 

12 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$375,000 /  

US$47,995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

SALE HIGHLIGHTS: 

RHÔNE, WHITE BURGUNDY, SAUTERNES AND CHAMPAGNE 

 

  

Lot 329 

Paul Jaboulet Aîné, Hermitage La Chapelle 1961 

6 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$600,000 /  

US$76,791 

 

Lot 302 

Domaine de la Romanée-Conti, Montrachet 2007 

6 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$375,000 /  

US$47,995 

 
 

Lot 224 

Château d'Yquem 1900 

1 magnum per lot 

Price realised: HK$212,500 /  

US$27,197 

Over doubled the low estimate 

 

Lot 341 

Dom Pérignon Rosé 1996 

10 bottles per lot 

Price realised: HK$43,750 /  

US$5,599 

 

 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Image Download Link: please click here. 
 
Press Contact:   
Gigi Ho | +852 2978 6719 | gigiho@christies.com 
Flora Fung | +852 2978 6876 | florafung@christies.com  
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About Christie’s 
 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate 
and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 
hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 
10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at auction 
(November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 
2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 
exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently 
launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also 
continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects 
around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, 
and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability 
through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive 
change.  

• Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
 

 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 
the back of the sale catalogue. 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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