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CHRISTIE’S 20TH / 21ST CENTURY  
SPRING SEASON IN MILAN CELEBRATES 65 YEARS OF 

AUCTIONS IN ITALY WITH TWO AUCTIONS: 
 

20TH / 21ST CENTURY: MILAN ONLINE SALE 
& 

CENTURIES OF BEAUTY – A REFINED PRIVATE 
COLLECTION 

 

 
Mario Schifano, N. 080 (1960, estimate: €400,000-600,000) 

 Alberto Magnelli, Nature morte (1914, estimate: €100,000-150,000) 

 

 

Milan - Christie’s 20th / 21st Century: Milan Online Sale, live for bidding from 17 to 31 May 

2023, will present an exquisite selection of works from esteemed Italian and international 

collections. Pioneering artists who shaped the dynamic artistic movements of the 20th century 

will be offered alongside a curated selection of emerging names that currently resonate with 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/20th-21st-century-milan-online-sale-21995-mil/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/centuries-of-beauty-a-refined-private-collection-21970-mil/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/centuries-of-beauty-a-refined-private-collection-21970-mil/


   

 

   

 

collectors globally. The online format has more than doubled the number of countries from which 

registered bidders participate, highlighting the success of Christie’s evolving auction channels 

over the last five years. The unique 20/21 sale platforms at Christie’s offer collectors an unrivalled 

dialogue between Italy and the rest of the world, highlighted this spring by Piero Manzoni, Marino 

Marini, Sam Francis, Lucio Fontana, Alberto Burri, Alighiero Boetti, Christo and Hermann Nitsch. 

The full pre-sale exhibition will take place against the dramatic backdrop of Palazzo Clerici in 

Milan from 24 to 27 May 2023. Highlights will be showcased in Rome from 9 to 10 May at the 

Hotel de Russie.  

 

In addition, Christie’s will present Centuries of Beauty – A Refined Private Collection, online from 

24 May to 7 June. The auction comprises approximately 120 pieces curated by a private collector 

as a celebration of Italian and International works of art through the centuries. Featuring 

examples from Old Masters to 20th and 21st century paintings, alongside Italian 18th century 

sculpture, maiolica, as well as Italian and French furniture, two themes drove this collection: the 

love of still life and a passion for landscapes. In still life, the humblest objects – nuts, a shell, a 

jug, for example – are elevated from everyday life, suddenly meaningful, significant, and 

universal. The second recurrent theme of landscape applauds the artist as they bear witness to 

our world's breathtaking beauty. Views of grandiose Rome and worldly Venice focus on the 

magnificent architecture, whilst the French countryside and woodland panoramas offer a window 

on to the rugged, natural world. The selection of works is a testimony to the inquisitive and 

adventurous taste of a collector who never stopped searching. A selection of works will be 

exhibited in Rome and Milan alongside the 20th / 21st Century: Milan Online Sale.  
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Alberto Burri, Combustione, (1965, estimate: €60,000-80,000) 
Alberto Burri, Catrame nero T, (1951, estimate: €200,000-300,000) 
Piero Manzoni, Achrome, (circa 1962, estimate: €80,000-120,000) 

Alighiero Boetti, Svelare e rivelare, (circa 1992, estimate: €80,000-120,000) 
Lucio Fontana, Concetto spaziale, Natura, (1967, estimate: €80,000-120,000) 

Marino Marini, Piccolo guerriero, (1959, estimate: €80,000-120,000) 

 



   

 

   

 

  
 

Giuliano Finelli, Busto di Gentiluomo,  (circa 1640, estimate: €60,000-80,000) 
Cerchia Di Jean-Honoré Fragonard, Le lavandaie, (estimate : €15,000-20,000) 

Coppia di grandi obelischi francesi in lapislazzuli montati in ormolu con orologio e barometro, (XIX secolo, estimate: €30,000-50,000) 
Leonard Tsuguharu Foujita, Les deux amies, (1925, estimate: €100,000-150,000) 

 

 

 

Dropbox of images can be found here. 

 

 
PRESS CONTACT: 

 
Alexandra Kindermann | +41 79 101 41 96 | akindermann@christies.com 

Sara Macdonald | +44 207 752 3136 | saramacdonald@christies.com 
 

 
 
About Christie’s 
 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate 
and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 
hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 
10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at auction 
(November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 
2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 
exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently 
launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also 
continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects 
around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, 
and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability 
through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive 
change.  

• Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
 

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 

the back of the sale catalogue. 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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