
 
 

RESULTS | NEW YORK | FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE |29 JUNE 2023 

 

 
TOTALS $907,956 

 
BILLBOARD DISCO FORUM VI AWARD PRESENTED TO DONNA SUMMER 

1979 

Price Realized: $47,880 

 
NEW YORK – Christie’s sale of The Collection of Donna Summer concluded online, achieving an exceptional total of 
$907,956. The sale was 99% sold by lot, and 241% sold by its low estimate. The auction attracted global participation from 
21 countries, with items going to buyers across Europe, the Americas, and Asia – 37% of them new to Christie's. 
 
Peter Klarnet, Christie’s Senior Specialist, says: “We are extremely pleased by these fantastic results. They are a 
testament to the continuing relevance of Donna Summer's music in popular culture and the deep and enduring passion of 
her multi-generational fan base.” 
 
The top lot of the sale was Billboard Disco Forum VI Award Presented to Donna Summer, 1979, which realized $47,880, 
more than 120 times its low estimate. A second Billboard Disco Forum V Award Presented to Donna Summer, 1979, realized 
$25,200. Donna Summer’s paintings were among the top lots of the sale. Chairman of the Board, Woman at Sunset, and 
Scarlet Starlette realized $27,720 each. Another Donna Summer painting, Tokyo Love Song, realized $ 23,940. 
 
Photographs offered in the sale performed exceptionally well, notably, Two Polaroids of Donna Summer, sold for $13,860, 
almost 28 times against its low estimate. The sale was also highlighted by Donna Summer’s autographed handwritten lyrics. 
Manuscript lyrics for ‘On the Radio,’ realized $12,600 against its low estimate of $3,000, and 'Queen for a day,' realized 
$15,120, 30 times its low estimate of $500. Additionally, a manuscript notebook with sketches, lyrics and a list of her songs 
sold for $25,200 against its low estimate of $800. 
 
A portion of the proceeds is designated to support the St. Jude Children's Research Hospital®, Save The Music Foundation 
and the Elton John AIDS Foundation. 

https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/collection-donna-summer/overview/3486?sc_lang=en
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/stjude.org/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CpJOFaD_ANLa6bptBf5t-4tmKf813imb4cCzbR6wOxFZtllxq6nol9IGToYy7DCNdn1BOyd0lE387-3vlNVnARLDKSQ$
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DONNA SUMMER (1948-2012)  
Chairman of the Board  

Signed and dated 'summer 88' (right side)  
Acrylic on canvas  
Executed in 1988 

Price Realized: $27,720 

 

A BLACK LEATHER JACKET 
CIRCA 1991 

 
Price Realized: $17,640 

 

TWO POLAROIDS OF DONNA SUMMER 
CIRCA OCTOBER 1978 

 
Price Realized: $13,860 

 

  
 

RIAA GOLD RECORD AWARD ISSUED 
TO DONNA SUMMER FOR 'LAST 

DANCE' 
A Recording Industry Association of America 

gold record award for the 1978 single 'Last 
Dance' for sales of more than 1,000,000 copies 

for Casablanca Records, framed 
 

Price Realized: $21,420 

 

MANUSCRIPT NOTEBOOK WITH 
SKETCHES, LYRICS AND A LIST OF 

HER SONGS 
DONNA SUMMER, CIRCA 1995 

 
Price Realized: $25,200 

 
 

DONNA SUMMER AND BARBRA 
STREISAND, TEST SHOT FOR "NO 

MORE TEARS (ENOUGH IS ENOUGH)" 
FRANCESCO SCAVULLO, 1979 

 
Price Realized: $8,820 

PRESS IMAGES AVAILABLE TO DOWNLOAD HERE 
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About Christie’s 
 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke private 
sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a 
physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong 
Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/g40o66rymp136di/AADM6Wou1y7YI7lM29CJ07Cga?dl=0
mailto:aguerra@christies.com
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/


• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important 
single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at auction (November 2022). In recent years, 
Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot 
Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, 
jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently launched the 
first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies 
that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding 
experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability by reducing our carbon 
emissions by 50% and pledging to be net zero by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive 
change.  

• Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue. 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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