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THE BARON EDMOND DE ROTHSCHILD 
ROYAL SAFAVID CARPET 

LEADS CHRISTIE’S ART OF THE ISLAMIC 
AND INDIAN WORLDS AUCTION 

 

 

 

London – Christie’s is honoured to present The Baron Edmond de Rothschild ‘Bird and Palmette’ 

Imperial Safavid carpet, likely woven between 1565-1575 in Qazvin in central Persia, during the reign of 

the enlightened Shah Tahmasp (estimate £2,000,000–3,000,000). This sixteenth century masterpiece, 

which survives in extraordinary condition, was produced during the 'Golden Age' of carpet weaving under 

the Safavid dynasty (1501-1732). Carpets of this period were noted for their detailed precision, sumptuous 

materials, and ornate designs. The red ground 'in and out palmette' or 'spiralling vine' design of the present 

carpet is perhaps the most recognisable of these court designs and remains one of the most sought-after 

of all classical carpets. The rich burgundy-red field is filled with an elaborate network of scrolling vines with 

counterposed palmettes, blossoms, buds, and leaves, but with the addition of numerous paired pheasants 

with elongated colourful plumes. The carpet is a leading lot in the Autumn iteration of the bi-annual sale 

of Art of the Islamic and Indian Worlds, including Rugs and Carpets taking place on 26 October at 

Christie’s headquarters in London. 

 

This magnificent carpet has a notable provenance that can be traced back to the beginning of the 19th 

century, to Baron Edmond James de Rothschild (1845-1934) and his wife Adélaïde, who were members 

of the great banking dynasty. As outstanding patrons of the arts they acquired a significant collection of 

works of art which were housed at their residence, Hôtel de Pontalba, 41 rue du Faubourg Saint Honore, 

Paris, (today the official residence of the American Embassy). Typical of le goût Rothschild, the interior 

featured silks, textiles and carpets from Ottoman Turkey and Safavid Iran which included this magnificent 

example. In 2001 the carpet passed into the collection of Gordon P. Getty where it remained for over a 

decade before passing to its current home, an important private Asian collection. 

The Baron Edmond de Rothschild 
Royal Safavid red-ground 'palmette and bird' carpet 

possibly Qazvin, North Persia, third quarter of the 16th century 
16ft.3in. x 7ft. (494cm. x 213cm) 
Estimate £2,000,000–3,000,000 



The carpet is a particularly fine example evidenced by the use of silk warps within its foundation (at the 

time, silk was considered to be the most luxurious and costly of materials in Safavid Persia, strictly limited 

to the royal court workshops and used only by the most highly skilled weavers). Also of note is the intensity 

and variety of colourful dyes used, together with the very highest quality of finely spun, soft wool. The 

colour palette of the present carpet contains at least seventeen different natural dyes, while the exacting 

execution of the drawing of the birds is notable. 

Due to the renewed interest and patronage within the royal courts during the 16th century, the master 

weavers worked alongside court draughtsmen, miniaturists, illuminators and other artists, resulting in 

something of a revolution in carpet design and the art of weaving. The carpets produced on the royal looms 

were not considered as mere functional floor coverings, rather independent works of art indicating the 

status and wealth of their owners. Safavid or ‘Court’ carpets were used in reception halls, audience 

chambers, and at court-supported religious institutions, as well as being presented as impressive gifts to 

rulers and foreign dignitaries. 

The most well-known carpets within this 16th century Safavid group are the pair of “Emperors’ Carpets”, 

with one now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York and the other in the Museum of Applied Arts, 

Vienna. These two carpets feature animals in the design in addition to the birds and cloud-bands found in 

the Baron Edmond de Rothschild ‘Bird and Palmette’ Imperial Safavid carpet. 

The Baron Edmond de Rothschild ‘Bird and Palmette’ Imperial Safavid carpet will be on view at the 

below locations during September and October; 

 
• Dubai, Christie’s DIFC, 23 - 28 September 

• London, Christie’s headquarters, 21 - 25 October 

 
Notes to Editors: 

Please find a link to a dropbox of imagery here 

For more information please visit www.christies.com 
 

To explore more across Christie’s Islamic and Indian Art Week please click here 
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About Christie’s 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate 
and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. In 2023, Christie’s celebrates its 10th anniversary as the first 
international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 
10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at auction 
(November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 
2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 
exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently 
launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also 
continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects 
around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, 
and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability by 
reducing our carbon emissions by 50% and pledging to be net zero by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under- 
represented voices and support positive change.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/lljz7tm45fshws9yl5s48/h?rlkey=ku1pm9syn1knvm9bi2r6jdj28&dl=0
http://www.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/events/islamic-and-indian-art-week/what-is-on
mailto:CharlotteBrown@christies.com
mailto:abelz@brunswickgroup.com
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/features/paul-g-allen-collection-sale-results-12534-3.aspx?sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6110563
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6369449
https://www.christies.com/features/jeff-koons-rabbit-own-the-controversy-9804-3.aspx
https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/features/monumental-collage-by-beeple-is-first-purely-digital-artwork-nft-to-come-to-auction-11510-7.aspx
https://nft.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.christies.com/features?sc_lang=en&lid=1
http://www.christies.com/


* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale 

at the back of the sale catalogue. 

 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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