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POISED TO SET A NEW BENCHMARK FOR PAULA REGO AT AUCTION  

 

CHRISTIE’S TO OFFER 
DANCING OSTRICHES FROM WALT DISNEY'S 'FANTASIA' AT AUCTION FOR 

THE FIRST TIME 
  

THIS IS LONDON. EVERCHANGING. FOREVER CAPTIVATING. 
20TH / 21ST CENTURY: LONDON EVENING SALE 

 
Paula Rego, Dancing Ostriches from Walt Disney's 'Fantasia' 

 (1995, estimate: £2,200,000-3,200,000) 

 
London – Christie’s will offer Paula Rego’s masterpiece Dancing Ostriches from Walt Disney's 
'Fantasia' (1995, estimate: £2,200,000-3,200,000) for the first time at auction in the 20th / 21st Century: 
London Evening Sale on 13 October 2023. The work, inspired by Walt Disney’s Fantasia (1940), is 
expected to set a new auction record for the artist. Executed upon two monumental panels, it is the 
finest and most complex in this extraordinary series. Formerly part of the Saatchi Collection, Dancing 
Ostriches from Walt Disney's 'Fantasia' was created for the Hayward Gallery’s exhibition ‘Spellbound: 
Art and Film’ in 1996 and has been prominently exhibited over the past three decades including at Tate 
Liverpool (1997); The Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía (2007-08); Musée de l'Orangerie, 
Paris (2018-19) and Kestner Gesellschaft, Hannover (2022-23). The work will be on view in Hong Kong 
from 19 to 20 September and in New York from 26 to 28 September before being displayed in London 
from 6 to 13 October. 



   

 

   

 

Tessa Lord, Acting Interim Head of Department, Post-War and Contemporary Art, London and 
Claudia Schurch, Head of Sale, 20th / 21st Century: London Evening Sale: “Paula Rego is one of 
the most revered artists of her generation. Her compositions offer viewers a glimpse into a theatrical 
world, her figures taking centre stage as the drama unfolds before us. The work is an icon of Rego’s 
practice, capturing the fables, fantasies and frictions of female experience that underpin her art. 
Unveiled at London’s Hayward Gallery in 1996, Dancing Ostriches from Walt Disney's 'Fantasia' has 
since travelled extensively and been included in many of her major exhibitions worldwide. As we 
celebrate the capital’s ongoing creative impact and legacy, coinciding with the 20th anniversary of 
Frieze London, we are thrilled to include Paula Rego’s masterpiece in the 20th / 21st Century: London 
Evening Sale.”   
 
This is London. Everchanging. Forever Captivating. 
This October, Christie’s celebrates ‘This is London’, reflecting the unique energy of the British capital, 
and aligning with the 20th anniversary of Frieze London. London is, and always has been, a city of 
change, evolution, inclusion, dynamism, tradition and modernity. Christie’s will explore the infinite ways 
artists draw inspiration from the everchanging, yet forever captivating London, and at the heart of this 
will be our 20/21 sale series. Further news regarding unique elements of the initiative will follow.  
 

PRESS CONTACT: 
Sara Macdonald | +44 (0)20 7752 3136 | saramacdonald@christies.com 

 

 

ABOUT CHRISTIE’S 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 
Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for 
our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full 
portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art 
and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner 
collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to 
exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to 
advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best 
of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue.   
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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