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BARBARA HEPWORTH’S THREE OBLIQUES (WALK IN) 
TO LEAD CHRISTIE’S 

 MODERN BRITISH AND IRISH ART EVENING SALE  
 

18 OCTOBER 2023 
 

THE MONUMENTAL SCULPTURE IS ON VIEW IN ST JAMES’S SQUARE, 
LONDON  

 
 

  
 

Barbara Hepworth, Three Obliques (Walk In) 
 (1968, estimate: £6,000,000-9,000,000) 

 
 
London – Barbara Hepworth’s Three Obliques (Walk In) will lead Christie’s Modern British and Irish 
Art Evening Sale on 18 October 2023. Three Obliques (Walk In), standing at almost three metres in 
height, is one of a rare and highly important group of monumental sculptures that were created by 
Barbara Hepworth in the 1960s. The works were intended to be set in open-air surroundings and invoke 
a new understanding of landscape. Three Obliques (Walk In) is on view in the garden setting of St 
James’s Square, adjacent to Christie’s headquarters on London’s King Street, until 18 October, a 
unique opportunity to enjoy the work in a public outdoor space accessible to all. 
 



   

 

   

 

Angus Granlund, Head of The Modern British and Irish Art Evening Sale, Christie’s: “Barbara 
Hepworth’s exquisite sculpture Three Obliques (Walk In) was created to interact with its surrounding 
landscape-environment and we are thrilled we can present it as the focal point of our Evening Sale. 
Displayed in St James’s Square, just a two-minute walk from our Headquarters in London, we are able 
to honour the artist’s intention and provide a free outdoor exhibition of the work in the lead up to the 
auction on 18 October.”    
 
Consisting of bold, simple, geometric forms cast in bronze and punctuated with circular apertures in a 
way that calls to mind the passage of the sun or the moon across the sky or horizon, the vast works in 
the series were aimed, as the instruction ‘Walk In’ in this sculpture suggests, at inviting the bodily 
participation of the viewer and a physical interaction with its forms. It was only in the 1960s that 
Hepworth had achieved both the status and the financial means that would allow the creation of such 
large-scale, bronze-cast works. Three Obliques (Walk in), is one of the last such examples and exists 
in an edition of two plus an artist’s cast, of which this is the artist’s cast. The other casts belong to 
Cardiff University and to a private collector, on public display in Seattle. Created in 1968, Hepworth 
made Three Obliques (Walk in) specifically for a major exhibition of sculpture in the landscape, which 
was held at the Hakone Open-Air Museum in Japan in 1970.   
 
 
Three Obliques (Walk In) is on view in St James’s Square alongside Lynn Chadwick’s Walking Woman 
(1984, estimate: £700,000-1,000,000), a further highlight from Christie’s Modern British and Irish Art 
Evening Sale. 
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ABOUT CHRISTIE’S 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 
Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for 
our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full 
portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art 
and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner 
collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to 
exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to 
advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best 
of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue.   
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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