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ANTIQUITIES 
 

IMPRESSIVE SELECTION FROM ACROSS THE ANCIENT WORLD, INCLUDING 
GREEK, ROMAN, BYZANTINE, EGYPTIAN, AND NEAR EASTERN CULTURES  

 
LIVE AUCTION: 17 OCTOBER 2023 

ON VIEW: 14-16 OCTOBER 2023 
 

  
A ROMAN MARBLE PORTRAIT HEAD OF THE EMPRESS 

FAUSTINA MINOR  
ANTONINE PERIOD, CIRCA 162-176 A.D.  

13½ in. (34.2 cm.) high  
Estimate: $400,000-600,000 

AN OVER-LIFESIZED ROMAN MARBLE TORSO OF MERCURY 
CIRCA 2ND CENTURY A.D. 

41¼ in. (104.7 cm.) high 
Estimate: $400,000-600,000 

 
NEW YORK – Christie’s New York is pleased to present Antiquities, taking place 17 October, 2023 at 
Rockefeller Plaza. The sale offers an impressive selection of works from ancient Greek, Roman, Byzantine, 
Egyptian and the Near Eastern cultures, ranging in date from the 3rd millennium B.C. to the 7th century A.D.  
 
The sale is led by two Roman marbles from a West Coast Collector: an over-life-sized torso of Mercury and a 
figure of Asclepius, once in the famed collection of Count Karol Lanckoroński (1848-1933) of Vienna. These two 
marbles, last on the market in the 1970s, were on loan at the Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University for almost 
two decades. Additional highlights include one of the finest portraits known of Faustina Minor— a Roman Marble 
Portrait Head of the Empress Faustina Minor from the Antonine Period, and a large, decorative and ornately 
detailed Roman Marble Cinerary Urn, which was once part of the important and extensive collection of ancient 
sculpture assembled by Thomas Hope of London and The Deepdene, Surrey. This is a rare opportunity to 
acquire a large and decorative work from one of the United Kingdom’s foremost collections assembled during 
the Grand Tour era. 
 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/antiquities-29932/overview#viewing


The sale further includes a selection of ancient engraved gems formerly in the Collection of Dr. Elie Borowski 
(1913-2003). Included in this group is an Archaic Greek gold and carnelian scarab swivel ring with an Amazon, 
a work that the scholar Sir John Boardman notes is “assured a place in any choice of the ‘top hundred’ of 
antiquity.” 
 
Christie’s is also honored to present the Collection of Dr. Martha and Artemis Joukowsky. Martha, Professor of 
Old World Archaeology at Brown University, was perhaps best known for her excavation of the Great Temple at 
Petra in Jordan. Together with Artemis, who served as Chancellor of Brown from 1997-1998, the couple played 
an integral role in the university’s academic life. In recognition of their longtime commitment to the study of the 
ancient world, the Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World was established in their honor in 
2004. 

 

   
A ROMAN MARBLE CINERARY URN 

CIRCA 1ST CENTURY A.D., WITH CIRCA 
18TH CENTURY RESTORATIONS 

27½ in. (70 cm.) high 
Estimate: $200,000-300,000 

 

A ROMAN MARBLE ASCLEPIUS 
CIRCA 2ND CENTURY A.D. 

41½ in. (110.4 cm.) high 
Estimate: $250,000-350,000 

 

A CYCLADIC MARBLE FEMALE FIGURE 
EARLY SPEDOS VARIETY, EARLY 

CYCLADIC II, CIRCA 2600-2500 B.C. 
8 ½ in. (21.5 cm.) high 

Estimate: $150,000-250,000 

 
 

PRESS CONTACT: Edward Lewine | elewine@christies.com | 212 636 2680 
 

Images for press use may be downloaded HERE.  
 

 About Christie’s 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 
Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for 
our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full 
portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art 
and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner 
collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to 
exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to 
advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of 
art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  

 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue.   
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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