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ANDY WARHOL (1928-1987) 

Sixteen Jackies 

silkscreen ink on linen, in sixteen parts 

Painted in 1964. 

Estimate: $25,000,000-35,000,000 

 

NEW YORK – Christie’s is pleased to announce Sixteen Jackies by Andy Warhol will be featured as a 
leading highlight in the 20th Century Evening Sale taking place on November 9, 2023. This 1964 painting 
depicts a 4x4 grid of a repeated press image of First Lady Jackie Kennedy taken during her husband’s 
funeral procession. The work will come to auction a week and a half shy of the day marking the 60th 



year anniversary of JFK’s death. A seminal work by the 20th century icon, Sixteen Jackies sits at the 
pinnacle of the group of artworks that became known as his Death and Disaster paintings. It is  
estimated to achieve $25 million - $35 million. 
 
 
Alex Rotter, Christie’s Chairman of 20th and 21st Century Art, remarks: “Sixteen Jackies captures 

the enormity of one of the most defining moments in American history in a uniquely Warholian way. 

Through the convention of reproduction, he transforms the personal grief of Jackie Kennedy into social 

commentary about collective trauma. This is a formal meditation on tragedy through the lens of mass 

media and a distillation of beauty, celebrity, shock, and sadness. Warhol's influence and impact on the 

contemporary landscape has continued to grow posthumously; this work stands as a testament to his 

enduring brilliance." 

November 22, 1963, the 35th President of the United States, John F. Kennedy, was shot and killed 
while riding in a motorcade in Texas, sitting aside his wife, Jackie. In the moments and days 
immediately following, hundreds of photographers documented Jackie’s every move. Thousands of 
snapshots were taken, transferred into print and digital images, and splashed across the media in its 
all forms—newspaper front pages and broadcast television. 
 
Of the photographs taken of Jackie Kennedy during this time, Warhol selected just eight as the basis 
for the Jackie series. The image chosen for Sixteen Jackies is among the most powerful. It was taken 
as she walked at the head of the funeral procession that accompanied her husband’s body through the 
streets of Washington toward Arlington Cemetery, his final resting place. In this tightly cropped image 
of her face, Warhol ensures that our attention is focused solely on her grief. The shared sense of 
emotional trauma is further heightened through Warhol’s use of repetition. Through using the same 
image over and over again—much in the same way it was broadcast over and over again on TV and 
plastered across the front page of every newspaper—Warhol essentially sears Jackie’s likeness onto 
the world’s collective retina. The combination of stoicism, grace, and sorrow within this picture connotes 
not only Jackie’s emotional pain, but her incredible strength as a survivor. 
 
This work, assembled in this arrangement by Warhol himself, is the only work from the series that 
repeats the same image in a 4x4 grid. Unlike the other five paintings which feature sixteen images of 
Jackie, this is the sole work executed in a single color palette—notably mirroring the black-and-white 
colorway of a newspaper. Warhol’s reaction to the death of JFK is veiled with levels of complexity 
reflected in the paintings it inspired. In the coming years, the implication of media as it effected 
perception would come to be a defining characteristic in his practice.  
 
Sixteen Jackies is representative of the finest of Warhol and a standout from his Death and Disaster 
series, notably accounting for the most sought after works by the artist—including three of his top five 
auction prices of all time. 
 

IMAGE FOR PRESS USE AVAILABLE HERE. 
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About Christie’s 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia 
Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for our expert live and online-only auctions, 
as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, 
international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 
million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched 
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the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s 
is also committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best 
of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue.  *Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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