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AT CHRISTIE’S TOTALS  
£8,840,160 / $11,227,003 / €10,342,987 

 

Led by Mark Knopfler’s 1959 Vintage Gibson Les Paul Standard which realised £693,000 
 

100% Sold, setting World Auction Records including for a 
1959 Gibson Les Paul, Pensa-Suhr and Schecter 

 

The sale welcomed registered bidders and buyers from 61 countries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

London – The final hammer has gone down on the globally anticipated auction of guitars from the personal collection 

of music legend Mark Knopfler, the celebrated singer-songwriter, guitar hero and frontman of the iconic British band, 

Dire Straits. The sale was 100% sold, realising a total of £8,840,160 / $11,227,003 / €10,342,987, including buyer’s 

premium. The sale was led by Knopfler’s 1959 Vintage Gibson Les Paul Standard which sold for £693,000, setting 

a new world auction record for the model (estimate: £300,000-500,000). Further new world auction records were set, 

including for a Pensa-Suhr and a Schecter (full details on page 2). Music aficionados, fans and collectors from 61 

countries registered to bid, with phenomenal levels of competition across the 122 lots offered resulting in the auction 

lasting over 6 hours. 25% of the total hammer price will be divided equally and donated to charities that Mark Knopfler 

has supported for many years: The British Red Cross, Tusk and Brave Hearts of the North East. 100% of the funds 

raised from the final lot are being donated to Teenage Cancer Trust. In addition, Christie’s is contributing a further 

£50,000 to each of the four charities. 
 

Mark Knopfler: “This auction has been an incredible journey and I am so pleased that these much loved instruments 

will find new players and new songs as well as raising money for charities that mean a lot to me. All Christie’s staff 

have been hugely impressive in every respect. 
 

It has been heart-warming to witness how much these guitars mean to so many people and I am also pleased that 

they will continue to give joy to many through the songs recorded over the years with me. To you fellow players,  

 

One of three auctioneers for this sale: Tash Perrin, Deputy Chairman, Christie’s Americas 



 

enthusiasts and collectors, I wish you all good things.” 
 

Amelia Walker, Christie’s Specialist Head of Private and Iconic Collections, London: “We are absolutely thrilled 

with the outstanding result of this auction, a testament to the phenomenal global appeal of Mark Knopfler and Dire 

Straits. Christie’s London has been buzzing with music and excitement for the last two weeks, and the exhibition has 

drawn fans from around the world. The auction saw an unprecedented number of bidders register to take part. We 

feel privileged to have been entrusted by Mark to find new owners for his old ‘friends’, some of which appear on his 

upcoming new album One Deep River to be released in April, and to have helped raise money for his chosen 

charities.” 
 

The top 5 lots:  

Lot 42: 1959 Vintage Gibson Les Paul Standard sold for £693,000, setting a new world auction record for a 1959 

Gibson Les Paul (estimate: £300,000-500,000). Mark used this guitar for performances on the Sailing To Philadelphia 

Tour in 2001 and the Kill To Get Crimson Tour in 2008, as well as several recordings. A true collector’s instrument, 

with a beautifully faded cherry-red sunburst finish. 
 

Lot 10: 1983 Les Paul Standard ’59 Reissue sold for £592,200 (estimate: £10,000-15,000). It was used to record 

both the title track and ‘Money For Nothing’ on Dire Straits’ 1985 album Brothers In Arms, as well as performances 

on the subsequent tour, and most famously on stage at Live Aid in 1985 when Dire Straits performed ‘Money For 

Nothing’ with Sting on vocals. 
 

Lot 17: 1988 Pensa-Suhr MK-1 sold for £504,000, setting a new world auction record for a Pensa-Suhr (estimate: 

£6,000-8,000). This guitar was completed in record time so it would be ready for Knopfler to play at the Nelson 

Mandela 70th Birthday Tribute concert on 11 June 1988 at Wembley Stadium. The guitar made its debut a week 

earlier when Knopfler played ‘Money For Nothing’ and ‘Layla’ with Eric Clapton's All-Star Band at the Prince's Trust 

Rock Gala on 6 June 1988.  
 

Lot 8: Red Schecter Telecaster sold for £415,800 setting a new world auction record for a Schecter (estimate: 

£4,000-6,000). Knopfler purchased the guitar in 1984 and used it to record the hit Dire Straits song ‘Walk Of Life’ and 

its accompanying music video. This vermillion red workhorse has become one of his most recognisable and long-

serving instruments, with a live performance history spanning Dire Straits' 1985-86 Brothers in Arms Tour through to 

Knopfler's 2008 Kill To Get Crimson Tour, with notable appearances at the Nelson Mandela 70th Birthday Tribute 

Concert in 1988 and on the 1996 live concert DVD A Night In London. 
 

Lot 123: Gibson Les Paul 'Gold Top' sold for £403,200 (estimate: £20,000-40,000). This guitar betokens a highly 

anticipated collaboration project featuring some of the world's most iconic musicians, spearheaded by Mark Knopfler, 

to be announced in February. The autographs on this guitar include Mark Knopfler, Eric Clapton, Jeff Beck, David 

Gilmour, Pete Townshend, Roger Daltrey, Slash, Ronnie Wood, Brian May, Sting, Ringo Starr, Bruce Springsteen, 

The Edge, Joan Jett, and Nile Rodgers, as well as many other world-famous artists. 100% of the funds raised 

through the sale of this guitar will be donated to Teenage Cancer Trust, of which Mark Knopfler is a proud 

patron. 
 

For the full set of results please click here. 

Please click here for the announcement press release. 

Click to watch Mark Knopfler in conversation with Paul Sexton on Christie’s YouTube  

Christie’s interview with Mark Knopfler is available here.  
 

For more information please visit Christies.com/markknopfler 
IMAGES FOR PRESS USE AVAILABLE HERE. 
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PRESS CONTACTS: 
Hannah Schweiger | +44 (0) 20 7389 2964 | hschweiger@christies.com 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 
Mark Knopfler plans to donate no less than 25% of the total hammer price received, to be split equally between The British Red Cross Society 
(a charity registered in England and Wales with charity number 220949, Scotland with charity number SC037738, Isle of Man with charity 
number 0752, and Jersey with charity number 430), Brave Hearts of the North East (a charity registered in England and Wales with charity 
number 1006247) and the Tusk Trust Limited (a charity registered in England and Wales with charity number 1186533). 
 

 
About Christie’s 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 

Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted 

for our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a 

full portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more 

than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 7 of the 10 most important single-

owner collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction 

platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also 

committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and 

join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  

 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the 
sale catalogue.  *Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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