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£6 MILLION OF VICTORIAN & BRITISH IMPRESSIONIST 
PICTURES INCLUDING DRAWINGS & WATERCOLOURS TO BE 

OFFERED AT CHRISTIE’S LONDON IN JUNE 

 
 
London – The vitality of the market for Victorian & British Pictures including Drawings & Watercolours 
continues to gain notable momentum, as demonstrated by the multiple world auction records set at the 
December 2009 sale where ‘spirited bidding from buyers swept up with Victorian values’ was reported in 
the press. The summer 2010 sale at Christie’s London, on Wednesday 16 June, will meet the renewed 
vigor of demand with one of the strongest sales of its type to be offered on the international auction 
platform for many years. With estimates ranging from £3,000 to £1.5 million, the sale is expected to 
realise in the region of £6 million. This auction follows the morning sale of the Nicolette Wernick 
Collection of British Watercolours & Paintings (1800-1950) please see separate release for more details. 
 

The star lots are led by Victorian masterpieces Under the Roof of Blue Ionian Weather by Sir Lawrence Alma-
Tadema, O.M., R.A., R.W.S. (1836-1912) (estimate: £1,000,000 -1,500,000) illustrated above and Chloe, 
1893, by Sir Edward John Poynter, Bt., P.R.A., R.W.S. (1836-1919) (estimate: £600,000-800,000), both 
of which are offered at auction for the first time in 25 years; and The Sea Maiden by Herbert James 
Draper (1854-1920) (estimate: £800,000-1,200,000) which is offered by The Royal Institution of 
Cornwall, Truro. The Museum is facing a funding shortfall and has recently decided to offer the work for 
sale after a comprehensive consultation process. They will use proceeds of the sale to establish an 
endowment fund that will safeguard its long-term future. Elsewhere, in addition to sterling examples of 
Sporting and Scottish art, important British Impressionist works are led by Sir George Clausen, R.A., 
R.W.S. (1852-1944) and Henry Herbert La Thangue, R.A. (1859-1929).  
 

Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, one of the great exponents of High Victorian classicism, is known to have 
worked on Under the Roof of Blue Ionian Weather (estimate: £1,000,000-1,500,000) for over two years, as a 
commission for the financier Ernest Cassel. The title is adapted from Shelley’s ‘Letter to Maria Gisborne.’ 
A remarkable work, of museum quality, this painting illustrates Alma-Tadema’s sophisticated technique 



coupled with considerable archaeological knowledge. Bathing the viewer in glorious sunshine, the 
generous sweep of marble benches with reclining sitters against an azure sea and sky, imbue a sense of 
infinite beauty and tranquility which is irresistible. It received extensive critical acclaim when it was first 
exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1901, as a pendant to Poynter’s Helena and Hermia. 
 

Chloe, 1893, by Sir Edward John Poynter (estimate: £600,000-800,000) is regarded as one of the artist’s 
masterpieces, illustrated right. It was exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1893, three years prior to Poynter’s 
appointment as President of the R.A., following the deaths of 
Leighton and Millais in quick succession. It is an exercise in 
Aestheticism, whereby no particular story, point, or moral, is 
conveyed. Instead, this highly decorative work evokes atmosphere 
and depth through the rich tapestry of colours, textures and 
compositional balance, which is further enhanced by the graceful 
elegance of the sitter and the presence of music in the form of pipes, 
a lyre and a small bird.  
 

Offered for sale by The Royal Institution of Cornwall Museum, Truro, The Sea Maiden by Herbert James 
Draper is an extraordinary painting, which was the artist’s most ambitious work to date and his first 
popular success when it was shown at the Royal Academy in 1894 (estimate: £800,000-1,200,000), 
illustrated below. The artistic process on which Draper embarked with this work was a true journey. Having 
conceived the design in Rome in 1890, he planned the composition down to the very last detail and made 
numerous studies which are recorded photographically. The studies for the background were made in the 
Scilly Isles and Devon, where Draper even joined a fishing trawler at sea to directly observe the nets being 

hauled in; he went on to make a model of the boat to 
examine the way that it caught the light. An artist who was 
highly regarded by the established masters of the time, 
Draper received advice from Frederic, Lord Leighton, the 
President of the Royal Academy, to avoid too much realism 
and instead concentrate on maximising the power of the 
composition.  

 

This work belongs to the genre of mermaid subjects that figures so prominently in Victorian art, including 
Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones’ The Depths of the Sea, 1886 and J. W. Waterhouse’s The Siren, 1900. A theme 
which appealed to both the Romantics and the Symbolists, it is unusual that Draper’s sea maiden has no 
fishtail, a decision which he credited as being guided by the authority of the poet Swinburne and his work 
Chastelard (1865).  
 

Sir George Clausen was one of the leading British Impressionists; his pastel Head of a young girl (Rose 
Grimsdale), 1890 (estimate: £250,000-350,000) is a rare and particularly beautiful 
example of his oeuvre, illustrated right. Like many other artists of his generation, 
Clausen was fascinated by the romantic idea of the human spirit soaring at the 
sound of the lark. This was a period when children in rural areas were taught to 
read the sky and the movement of birds was viewed as a vital clue to what may 
happen to untended crops and livestock. Perhaps this is why this arresting child is 
looking upwards with the extraordinary intensity of youthful innocence; her 
striking freshness of complexion illustrating Clausen’s masterful handling of the 
medium. A keen student of Degas’ work, the light, colour, composition, style and 



subject matter of this work on paper combine to produce one of the most charming Clausens to feature at 
auction in recent years. This sale features a total of four works by the artist, including his captivating 
painting The Morning Walk, 1881 (estimate: £100,000-150,000). 
 

Throughout his celebrated artistic career, Henry Herbert La Thangue focused on rural idylls in England 
and around Europe, utilising local people as models. In 1904, having painted in the hill villages of 

Provence for two years, he went on to explore the untouched Italian coastline of 
Liguria. Ligurian Grapes (estimate: £200,000-300,000), illustrated left, is part of a 
monumental sequence of four works which began around 1905 with a picture of 
an orange seller, that was possibly painted on the same coastal road. Making 
Ligurian Lace provides the strongest echoes to the present lot, as it depicts the 
same young woman working alongside her companion. The pictures were shown 
together at the Royal Academy in 1907, where they were warmly regarded as 
being particularly strong works.   

 
For full details of the many other important works to be offered please view the online catalogue at the link below: 
http://www.christies.com/eCatalogues/index.aspx?id=F6ECDDFDBDC59CD9852575FB0035C304 
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Visit Christie’s on the web at www.christies.com 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
Sale dates and public viewing:  Victorian & British Impressionist Art Including Drawings & Watercolours  
Viewing: 12 - 15 June 2010: Christie’s London, 8 King Street, St. James’, London, SW1Y 6QT 
Sale:  16 June 2010: Christie’s London, 8 King Street, St. James’, London, SW1Y 6QT 
 
About Christie’s 
Christie’s, the world's leading art business had global auction and private sales in 2009 that totaled £2.1 billion/$3.3 billion. 
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 
glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's conducted the greatest auctions of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, 
and today remains a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 450 sales annually in over 80 
categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from 
$200 to over $80 million. Christie’s has 53 offices in 30 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London, 
New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with 
expanded initiatives in emerging and new markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful 
sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai. 

*Estimates do not include buyer's premium 
 

 


