
 

ELEGANCE  
Handbags 

South Kensington – Wednesday 30 May 2012 
Sale no: 4296– Top Three 

[All sold prices include buyer’s premium] 
 

Sold: £682,663 $1,064,954 €852,646 
Lots Sold:  58 Lots Offered: 68 Sold by Lot: 85% Sold by £: 97% 

Exchange Rate£:= $1.560/€1.249 

 
 
 

Lot Description 
 

Estimate (£) 
 

Purchase 
Price 

 
Buyer 

305 
A BRAISE CROCODILE 'BIRKIN' BAG, 
HERMÈS, 2011 

26,000 - 28,000 
£48,050    
$74,958 
€60,014 

European Private 

326 
A COCAON CROCODILE 'BIRKIN' BAG  
HERMÈS, 2008 

26,000 - 28,000 
£40,850 
$63,726 
€51,022 

Asian Private 

357 
A BLACK CROCODILE 'BIRKIN' BAG  
HERMÈS, 1998 

20,000 - 25,000 
£39,650 
$61,854 
€49,523 

UK Private 

 
 
 

Comment: Clare Borthwick, Head of Sale commented: 
 
“The legendary quality of Hermès handbags continues to draw new collectors and Christie‟s May Elegance sale saw unprecedented 
interest in this popular collecting area resulting in fifty-eight bags selling for almost £700,000. Discerning buyers focused on condition, 
buying the very best examples of „Birkin‟ and „Kelly‟ bags in unusual colours and exotic skins, leading to many bidding wars in the 
saleroom across the various means of bidding; over a quarter of the sale was bought or directly underbid online.  
 
We look forward to the final day of bidding for our online-only sale on 31 May, offering four one-of-a-kind Passe-Guide Hermès bags 
directly from the fashion house, with proceeds to benefit The Royal Academy of Arts.” 
 
Press Contact:  Leonie Pitts                    +44 (0)20 7752 3121                    lpitts@christies.com  
Next Sale Date: For a full schedule of upcoming sales from the Fashion department please click here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:lpitts@christies.com
http://www.christies.com/departments/costume-textiles-and-fans-22-1.aspx

