
 
 

 

 
 
 

CHRISTIE’S DUBAI OCTOBER SALE SEASON FEATURES: 
MODERN & CONTEMPOARAY MIDDLE EASTERN ART SALES 

INAUGURAL ONLINE ONLY SALE   
RE-LAUNCH OF WATCH SALES 

 INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIE’S EDUCATION IN THE REGION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christie’s 16th sale season in Dubai: 24-30 October 2013 
Sponsored by Zurich 
 
Dubai, 14th August 2013 – Following the recent announcement that Christie’s will hold the first online-only 

sale for Middle Eastern art, complementing the existing auctions in Dubai, Christie’s will, for the 16th 

consecutive season, offer Modern and Contemporary Arab, Iranian and Turkish Art on 29 and 30 October 

2013. The season starts already ahead of the traditional sales, on 24 October, when the two-week long online 

only sale for Middle Eastern art opens for bidding and which will run until 11 November 2013. The pre-sale 

exhibition will be open for the public from 27 October onwards at the Emirates Towers Hotel, where all lots 

as well as highlights of the Part III sale will be on view. In addition, Christie’s Dubai will be re-launching their 

successful Watch sales which will be held immediately after the Part I sale on the evening of 29 October and 



Christie’s Education will be organizing a tailor-made three-day course entitled Introduction to the International Art 

Market from 26-28 October.  

 

Michael Jeha, Managing Director Christie’s Middle East, commented: “As my colleagues around the world 

announce Christie’s expansion into the growth markets with sales to be held this year in both Shanghai and 

Mumbai, Christie’s Dubai continues to lead the market in the Middle East with a set of new initiatives aimed 

at increasing accessibility to our auctions to existing and new clients interested in buying art from the region. I 

am also delighted to welcome back watch sales into the auction calendar and to host a team from Christie’s 

Education who will, through a programme of personal tours, discussions and exclusive led by leading local 

artists, curators and gallery owners, be de-mystifying the international art market.” 

 

Part I – Tuesday, 29 October at 7pm 

A captivating work by the modern Iraqi master, Shaker Hassan Al-Said (1925-2004), who co-founded the 

Baghdad Modern Art Group in 1951, is one of the early highlights of the sale. His work is deeply rooted in 

the intellectualism of both Sufism and western philosophy. He worked with abstract forms but within the 

suffused pale greys and blues is the Arabic phrase La Ghalib Illa Allah, There is no Conqueror but God, also the 

title of the work (illustrated on the front page; left). The artist’s deep spirituality is reflected in his use of this phrase 

across the canvas. The work was previously in the collection of Dr. Sulaiman Al Askari, the editor in chief of 

Al Arabi Magazine and the former President of the National Council of Kuwait, with whom the artist was a 

close friend. Executed in 1987 at the time of the Iran-Iraq war, this work has a deep significance in revealing 

the artist’s hope for the future fate of his homeland. 

 

Watches – Tuesday, 29 October at 8pm 

The re-launch of Christie’s successful watch sales will offer an 18-karat gold 

tourbillon wrist-watch by Breguet originally made for the 200th anniversary of 

the invention of the tourbillon movement by the firm. The tourbillon was 

created in the late 18th, early 19th century to counter-act the effect of gravity 

which can effect accuracy. Made to mark the anniversary of this technological 

advance, the watch is estimated at $60,000-80,000. Another highlight is an 18 

karat rose gold oversized skeletonized time piece with flying tourbillon by 

Cartier estimated at $40,000-60,000 (illustrated front page). A “Haute Joaillerie” 

diamond-set 18 karat white gold bracelet watch by Piaget, with an estimate of 

$40,000-60,000 is another highlight not to miss. The bracelet is entirely set with 

236 baguette-cut diamonds with a total weight of 30.58 cts and 192 round 

brilliant cut diamonds of a approx. weight of 15.41 cts. 

 

 

Part II – Wednesday, 30 October at 7pm 
A beautiful oil painting by the master of modern Egyptian art, 

Mahmoud Saïd entitled Assouan – Les Rochers, leads the part II 

sale. This soft landscape painted in 1949, shows a view of the 

majestic Nile from the river bank with a felucca in the distance 

and two women collecting water at its edge. It carries an 

estimate of $50,000-70,000. Part II will offer around 100 

lots with estimates beginning from $2,000. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Part III – opens for online bidding ONLY – 24 October until 11 November 

The first ever online only sale of art in this 

category is led by a powerful image by the 

celebrated international artist Mona Hatoum 

(Palestinian/British, b. 1952). Over My Dead Body, a 

photograph from an edition of six shows the artist 

in profile with a plastic toy soldier climbing along 

the bridge of her nose. The statement ‘Over My 

Dead Body’ is written in capital letters across half 

of the picture, a powerful, strong message from 

this prodigious and celebrated artist. It was 

executed between 1988-2002 and is expected to 

sell for $30,000 to 45,000. 

 

Christie’s Education course – 26 until 28 October  

An exceptional education programme will be offered by 

Christie’s Education from 26-28 October at  the Jumeirah 

Towers Hotels. It is a tailor-made course and first of his 

kind in the Middle East: An Introduction to the 

International Art market. The course will focus on both 

international and local themes, with exclusive access to 

private collections, personal tours and discussions with 

leading artists, curators and gallery owners. Lectures will be 

given on themes as the power of the collector; how to value 

art; Art Insurance; artistic productions in the Middle East 

and the structure of the art world. 

 

 
PRESS CONTACT:  

Alexandra Kindermann| +41 44 268 1019 | akindermann@christies.com 
Emma Cunningham | +44 207 389 2664 / +44 7881 843447 | ecunningham@christies.com 
                Zaib Shadani | +971 4 369 3575 | zaib.shadani@theportsmouthgroup.com 

Notes to editors: 

SALES: 

 Christie’s inaugural Part III Middle Eastern Art sale (onlone-only) will be open for bidding from 24 October to 11 November 2013 

 Christie’s auction of Modern and Contemporary Arab, Iranian and Turkish Art, takes place at the Jumeirah Emirates Towers Hotel 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 29 & 30, 2013, at 7.00pm 

 Christie’s Watch sale will take place on Tuesday 29 October at 8.00pm 
 
PRESS CONFERENCE AND VIEWING TIMES: 

 Press Conference and Viewing: Sunday 27 October at 11.30am    

 Viewing is open to the public at the Jumeirah Emirates Towers Hotel: 
Sunday 27 October:   2pm to 10pm 
Monday 28 October:   2pm to 10pm 
Tuesday 29 October:   10am to 1.30pm (selected lots) 
Wednesday 30 October:  10am to 12noon (selected lots) 

mailto:akindermann@christies.com
mailto:doleary@christies.com
mailto:zaib.shadani@theportsmouthgroup.com


 For catalogues and further information, please telephone +971 4425 5647 
 
View our short film about Christie’s in the Middle East: 
http://www.christies.com/features/a-history-of-christies-in-the-middle-east-2400-3.aspx 

 
About Zurich 

Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich) is a leading multi-line insurance provider with a global network of subsidiaries and offices in 

Europe, North America, Latin America, Asia-Pacific and the Middle East as well as other markets. It offers a wide range of 

general insurance and life insurance products and services for individuals, small businesses, mid-sized and large companies as 

well as multinational corporations. Zurich employs about 60,000 people serving customers in more than 170 countries. The 

Group, formerly known as Zurich Financial Services Group, is headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, where it was founded in 

1872. The holding company, Zurich Insurance Group Ltd (ZURN), is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange and has a level I American 

Depositary Receipt program (ZURVY) which is traded over-the-counter on OTCQX. Further information about Zurich is 

available at www.zurich.com. 

 

About Christie’s  

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in the first half of 2013 that totaled £2.4 

billion/ $3.68 billion. In 2012, Christie’s had global auction and private sales that totaled £3.92 billion/$6.27 billion making it 

the highest annual total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled  

service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the 

greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. 

Christie’s offers over 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, 

photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and 

successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War and Contemporary, 

Impressionist and Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  Private sales totaled £465.2 million ($711.8 million) in the first half of 

2013, an increase of 13% on the previous year, and for the third successive year represents the highest total for the period in 

both company and art market history. Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms 

around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and 

Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, 

India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, 

financing fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 

# # # 

 
Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 

Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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