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CHRISTIE’S FEBRUARY SALE OF AMERICAN ART 
 

AMERICAN PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS AND SCULPTURE  

AT CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK ON FEBRUARY 27 

 
Milton Avery (1885-1965), Evening Beach 

oil on canvasboard 

Painted in 1941 

Estimate: $70,000-100,000 

 

New York – Following the category’s great success in 2012, Christie’s will present the first sale of American Art for 2013 

on February 27.  The sale includes a strong selection of works from the 19th through mid-20th centuries and features a 

wonderful array of works by American masters, including Frederic Church, Mary Cassatt, Milton Avery, Norman 

Rockwell, and many others.  

 

Highlighting the sale is Milton Avery’s (1885-1965) Evening Beach, painted in 1941, which showcases the artist’s 

signature style of transforming a composition by altering the palette and suggesting forms with rough outlines (pictured 

above; estimate: $70,000-100,000). The painting depicts a peaceful scene of bathers lounging by the shore, which was 

likely inspired by Avery’s sojourn with his family to Laguna Beach, California that year. With only hints of simple lines and 

a flattened picture plane, the palette of blues and greens envelops the scene and allows a sense of calm to settle over 

the figures as they lazily bask on the sand. 



Gracing the back cover of the auction catalogue is Dunbar Dyson Beck’s 

(1903-1986) Fists, which is the third in a series of eight paintings 

thematically focused on prize-fighting (pictured right; estimate: $15,000-

25,000). The paintings were inspired by an unpublished play, "The National 

Ring." The present work with its emanating circles of light, and repetition 

of the raised fist and muscular arm, is an impressive example of the drama 

and underlying psychological effects which the series conveyed. 

Portrait of the Artist's Father by John 

Koch (1909-1978) is a work rendered 

with astute technical proficiency and a keen attention to light and detail (pictured 

left; estimate: $60,000-80,000). The acuity extends beyond Koch’s depiction of the 

objects that surrounded him to the inner character of his human subjects.  A 

quintessential example of Koch’s works, Portrait of the Artist's Father is set in his 

New York City apartment, creating the sense of sophisticated intimacy with which 

he is so closely associated.  

Norman Rockwell’s (1894-1978) Study for 

‘Portrait of Nehru’  portrays India’s first 

Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, and 

was a study for the cover of the January 

19, 1963 issue of The Saturday Evening Post (pictured right; estimate: $20,000 – 

30,000).  Rockwell traveled around the world completing various assignments 

in the 1960s and it was during this time that the artist was given greater 

freedom in his subject matter.  He strayed from his nostalgia-driven works and 

took the opportunity to paint more controversial political and social themes.  

Nehru was likely chosen for the cover of The Saturday Evening Post due to his 

attempts to unify India’s citizens, to promote scientific innovation, and to bring 

social awareness to the marginalized and poor.  

A work which is influenced by Surrealism and served to draw attention to the 

social injustices during the Great Depression, is Scrimshaw by James Guy (1909-

1983) (pictured left; estimate: $15,000-25,000). In Scrimshaw, Guy portrays the 

dichotomy of the social classes by depicting workers--a clam digger and a 

farmer – juxtaposed with a reclining androgynous figure. The figure rests with 

ease, surrounded by luxury goods such as framed paintings and scrimshaw, 

while the men labor away to support themselves during a challenging economic 

time.  

Shell on the Sand by Rebecca Strand Salsbury James (1891-1968) was 

painted circa 1937 and is executed in the artist’s preferred medium of 

reverse oil-on-glass painting (pictured right; estimate: $10,000-15,000).  

Though she had no formal training, James’ introduction to Alfred 

Stieglitz's circle of avant-garde artists piqued her interest and allowed 

her to develop her signature style, seen here.  Shell on the Sand reflects 

the inspiration of her friend, Georgia O’Keeffe, with whom she often 

painted side-by-side in New Mexico. 
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Please click here for the complete eCatalogue.  
 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2012 that totaled £3.92 billion/$6.27 billion. 
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international  glamour. 
Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries 
providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 
including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over 
$100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis 
on Post-War and Contemporary, Impressionist and Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  Private sales totaled £631.3 million/$1 
billion in 2012, an increase of 26% on the same period last year. 
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 
Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led in growth markets such as Russia, 
China, India and the Middle East, with successful sales, exhibitions and initiatives in Moscow, Baku, Beijing, Mumbai, Delhi, Jeddah, 
Abu Dhabi, Doha and Dubai.  
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financ ing 

fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 

# # # 
 

Images available on request  
 

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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