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THE HILDEGARD SCHONFELD COLLECTION OF FINE CHINESE 

SNUFF BOTTLES ON MARCH 21 AT CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK 

 

 
 
New York - Christie’s is honored to present The Hildegard Schonfeld Collection of Fine Chinese Snuff Bottles on March 21 

as part of Christie’s Spring Asian Art Week. This sale of 116 lots includes rare examples in glass, jade, agate and 

porcelain. 

 

Born in Schweinfurt, Germany, Hildegard Schonfeld (1923-2010) came to the United States in 1936 on the famous 

Kinder Transport, a rescue effort, which brought German Jewish children to safety in England and America. In 1947 she 

wed Sidney and the family settled in New Jersey, where they were active philanthropists, devoting much attention to 

local causes and Jewish charities.  Hilde developed a passion for Asian art on her many trips to Japan with her husband. 

In 1973, on a fateful trip to San Francisco, they wandered into an antique shop where Hilde’s eyes were attracted to two 

small bottles and her new interest was piqued enough to attend a snuff bottle auction soon after. Thus began her 

collecting journey with her husband.   



Hilde dedicated much time to refining and educating her eye, befriending dealers and scholars and absorbing all the 

available material on the subject.  She kept impeccable records on each of her purchases, citing its provenance, related 

examples and including any later correspondence regarding a particular bottle. Her collection became so well-respected 

selections of her bottles appeared on the cover of the Journal of the International Snuff Bottle Society in 1996 and 1997. 

Following her passing, Hilde’s two children have decided to present her collection to the public, with the hope that each 

bottle would bring the same excitement to a new or a seasoned collector that it did to their mother. 

 
 
Lot 1107 - A Very Rare Carved Green and Pink Tourmaline Snuff Bottle 
Imperial, Palace Workshops, 1760-1799 
2 in. high 
Estimate: $40,000-60,000 

 

This remarkable two-color snuff bottle is part of the rare group of early Imperial semi-precious 

stone bottles that can now be dated within the latter part of the 18
th

 century.  Decorated with an 

archaistic design, the style of carving of this bottle can be linked to a well-known group of bottles 

attributed to the Palace Workshops of the late Qianlong period.  The use of dichromatic material 

is extremely rare and this bottle is one of three known. 

 

 

 
Lot 1077 - A Finely Carved White Jade Snuff Bottle 
Zhiting School, Suzhou, 1760-1840  
2 ½ in. high 
Estimate: $30,000-40,000 

 

The name “Zhiting School” has been applied to this particular celebrated group of jade and agate 

carvings from Suzhou.  The present example from the Zhiting School is carved in slightly higher 

relief than the low-relief style associated with earlier Qing jade carvings from Suzhou, and 

features a continuous scene of a grotto with a sage seated beside a brazier and a double gourd.  

 

 

 

 

Lot 1078 - A Very Rare Famille-Rose Enameled And Molded Porcelain Snuff Bottle 

Imperial, Jingdezhen Kilns, Qianlong Four-Character Seal Mark In Iron Red And Of The Period, 
(1740-1756)  
2 ¼ in. high 
Estimate: $40,000-60,000 

 

During the Qianlong period, a series of spectacular enameled porcelain snuff bottles was produced 

in very small quantities for the Court, setting the standard for Imperial production of porcelain 

snuff bottles into the Daoguang period.  This rare example was likely produced in the late 1740’s or 

early 1750’s and demonstrates the strong influence of Tang Ying’s style and quality of enameling.  

Clearly inspired by imperial examples, the central scene depicts boys at play, a favorite subject on 

Qing-dynasty works of art, which symbolizes the continuation of the family line. 



 
 

 
 

 

PRESS CONTACT: Sung-Hee Park | +1 212 636 2680 | spark@christies.com 
Jaime Bernice | +1 212 636 2680 | jbernice@christies.com 

  
 

The complete eCatalogue will be available on Christies.com.  
 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2012 that totaled £3.92 billion/$6.27 billion. 
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international  glamour. 
Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries 
providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 
including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over 
$100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis 
on Post-War and Contemporary, Impressionist and Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  Private sales totaled £631.3 million/$1 
billion in 2012, an increase of 26% on the same period last year. 
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 
Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led in growth markets such as Russia, 

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lot 1092 - A Finely-Carved Cameo 
Agate Snuff Bottle 
Zhiting School, Suzhou, 1760-1850 
2 in. high 
Estimate: $22,000-25,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lot 1088 - A Rare Rock Crystal 
Inside-Painted Snuff Bottle 
Ma Shaoxuan (1867-1939), 
Beijing, Probably 1905 
2 

9
/16 in. high 

Estimate: $20,000-30,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lot 1097 - A Sandwiched Pink Glass 
‘Lotus’ Snuff Bottle 
Probably Imperial Glassworks, Beijing, 
1740-1800 
2 ¾ in. high 
Estimate: $15,000-18,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lot 1008 - A Rare Aquamarine 
Snuff Bottle 
1760-1800 
2 

3
/8 in. high 

Estimate: $40,000-60,000 
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China, India and the Middle East, with successful sales, exhibitions and initiatives in Moscow, Baku, Beijing, Mumbai, Delhi, Jeddah, 
Abu Dhabi, Doha and Dubai.  
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing 

fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 

# # # 
Images available on request  

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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