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New York –  Christie’s is pleased to present Masterpieces of Early Tibetan Painting from the Collection of Heidi 

and Helmut Neumann on March 19, which will feature eight extraordinary masterworks.  Heidi & Helmut 

Neumann, respected collectors and connoisseurs, have collected some of the finest examples of Tibetan works 

of art since the early 1960s, maintaining a steadfast vision that their collection focus on paintings from the 12th 

to 14th centuries that are both compositionally and artistically extraordinary.  Most of the masterpieces to be 

offered have been included in important publications and exhibitions, and a few that have never been 

published or seen in decades. 

 



Highlights include:  
A rare and important thangka of Buddha with the One Hundred Jataka Tales 
Tibet, 13th/14th century 
45 x 33 ¼ in. (114.3 x 84.4 cm) 
Estimate: $600,000-800,000 
 
The Jataka Tales are the didactic stories that relate the previous lives of the 
Buddha. The future Buddha may appear in either human or animal form, 
exhibiting some virtue that the story reveals.  In this painting, each story is 
identified by name and number in the inscription, beginning at the top center 
and move clockwise around the figure of the Buddha and two disciples, ending 
again at the top center.  This is the only painting known with all one hundred 
stories depicted in a single composition.  This painting has been in the Neumann 
collection since 1990 and has never been published, until now.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
An important and early painting of Akshobya 
Tibet, 13th century 
29 3/8 x 23 ¼ in. (74.5 x 59 cm) 
Estimate: $600,000-800,000 
 
The Transcendental Buddha Akshobhya, meaning “He Who is Unshakeable,” is 
recognizable by his peaceful appearance, blue skin color, and the pair of 
elephants at the base of the throne.  The painting is part of a set of five 
representing the Tathagatas along with the principal figures of the Sarvavid 
Maha Vairochana mandala. The figures accompanying Akshobhya all belong to 
the mandala’s eastern quadrant, appropriate to the direction with which 
Akshobhya is associated.  This painting is an early and important depiction of 
this deity, and has been in the Neumann collection for over twenty years, 
during which time it has been chosen for inclusion in the some of the most 
important exhibitions and publications on early Tibetan Buddhist painting.                                      
 
 
An important and rare painting of Amitabha 
Tibet, 12th/13th century 
30 ½ x 24 ½ in. (77.5 x 62.2 cm) 
Estimate: $600,000-800,000 
 
Amitabha, the Transcendent Buddha of Immeasurable light, having a peaceful 
deity appearance, is red in color and seated in meditation with his hands folded 
in his lap.  Although Amitabha is usually depicted wearing the humble 
patchwork robes of a religious mendicant, here he is shown adorned with 
jewelry and a crown.  The artist has masterfully manipulated the pigments to 
endow the regal figure with a radiant appearance that simultaneously conveys 
immeasurable luster and immeasurable life.  It has been in a private collection 
for nearly twenty years and included in important exhibitions and publications. 

 
 
 



 

 

PRESS CONTACT: Sung-Hee Park | +1 212 636 2680 | spark@christies.com 
Jaime Bernice | +1 212 636 2680 | jbernice@christies.com 

 
The complete eCatalogue will be available on Christies.com.  

 
 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2012 that totaled £3.92 billion/$6.27 billion. 
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour. 
Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries 
providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 
including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over 
$100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis 
on Post-War and Contemporary, Impressionist and Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  Private sales totaled £631.3 million/$1 
billion in 2012, an increase of 26% on the same period last year. 
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 
Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led in growth markets such as Russia, 
China, India and the Middle East, with successful sales, exhibitions and initiatives in Moscow, Baku, Beijing, Mumbai, Delhi, Jeddah, 
Abu Dhabi, Doha and Dubai.  
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing 

fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 

# # # 
 

Images available on request  
 

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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