
 
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  |  N E W  Y O R K  |  5  M A Y  2 0 1 4  

F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E   

 

CHRISTIE’S LATIN AMERICAN SALE IS LED BY EXCEPTIONAL WORKS FROM 

RUFINO TAMAYO, JOAQUÍN TORRES-GARCÍA AND FERNANDO BOTERO 
  

 

Left: Rufino Tamayo, Mujer con sandía, 1939. $400,000-600,000 | Center: Joaquín Torres-García, Composition TSF, 1931. $1-1.5million  

Right: Alfredo Volpi, Fachada, circa 1959. $350,000-450,000 

 

New York – Christie’s is pleased to present the spring sale of Latin American Art, which will take place over two daytime 

sessions on 28 May. This spring’s highly anticipated sale of Latin American art presents nearly 250 works by the leading 

artists in this in-demand category. Headlining the sale are Rufino Tamayo’s iconic Mujer con sandía, Joaquín Torres-

García’s exceptional Composition TSF and Fernando Botero’s Man Going to Work, all from esteemed private collections 

and the latter two making their first appearance in the market in nearly fifty years. Additional highlights include important 

works by modern and contemporary masters Mario Carreño, Wifredo Lam, Jesús Rafael Soto and Carlos Cruz-Diez as well 

as an impressive group of works by some of Brazil's most emblematic artists of the 20th and 21st centuries: Alfredo Volpi, 

Cândido Portinari, Beatriz Milhazes, Cildo Meireles, Ernesto Neto and Tunga. 

 

Joaquín Torres-García’s Composition TSF (estimate: $1-1.5million) pictured above, center, is a classic painting from his 

critical years in Paris (1926-32), when the principles of Constructive Universalism, his syncretic theory of abstraction, 

began to take root.   This work suggests a personal and cosmic universe through its arrangement of signs, set in shallow 

relief within a box-like structure shaded in black, white, gray, and ocher.  In the lower left-hand corner, the boat anchors 

the image, evoking rites of passage and discovery--or, in an autobiographical sense, Torres-Garcia's own transatlantic 

voyaging. At the center of the painting, the arrow and compass indicate direction and precision; the scales (balance), the 

ruler (measurement), and the clock (time) project humanist synergies that converge in the geometricized person of 

Universal Man, in the upper right-hand corner, tasked to restore cosmic harmony to the world.  The addition of a hot air 



balloon marks the presence of technology and the modern world, an orientation reiterated by the letters TSF--

"télécommunications sans fil," or "wireless communication"--that give the painting its title.  

 

The selection of works by Fernando Botero is led by his pivotal Man Going to 

Work (Hombre yendo a la oficina) (estimate: $1.2-1.8million) – pictured left. 

Executed in 1969, Man Going to Work is an early example of one of the most 

important subjects in the artist’s oeuvre: the traditional family.  While a 

seemingly idyllic image of wealthy domestic harmony, as in all of Botero’s 

work, the conventional is made strange through the artist’s radical 

manipulations of proportion. Here, the husband is dwarfed by his colossal wife 

and daughter, who appear entirely too large for their well-appointed home, 

which ironically is barely contained by the ample space of the extra-large 

canvas.  Man Going to Work dates from a transformative period in Botero’s 

career. Having already developed his penchant for volumetric distortion, he 

began to refine his broad-painterly style of the 1950s and early 60s, resulting 

in a more polished brushwork that would come to define his mature style. Combining loosely rendered foliage with more 

tightly composed figures, Man Going to Work maintains hints of Botero’s earlier style while foreshadowing the direction of 

his later work. 

 

The quintessential Mexican modernist painter Rufino Tamayo is well represented by Mujer con sandía (estimate: 

$400,000-600,000) – pictured on page one, left, a gouache on paper from 1939, a pivotal year in the artist’s career. This 

remarkable example depicts many of the iconic motifs from the artist’s oeuvre: a primivitized depiction of an isolated 

female figure, in this case a dark-skinned indigenous woman with rebozo wrapped around her head, and the artist’s 

signature watermelon slice. A study in geometric forms, the work highlights the sharp spikes of the maguey, which echo 

the stylized lines of the rebozo folds, the architectonic qualities of the figure’s mask-like face, and the pointed ends of the 

watermelon. Thus, the work is an illustration of Tamayo’s strategic synthesis of Mexican content, primitivism, and 

modernist forms to create a unique vanguard. 

 

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

Rufino Tamayo, The Frog 
oil and sand on canvas 

Painted in 1946 
 $400,000 - 600,000 

 
 

Beatriz Milhazes, O inverno  
acrylic on canvas  
Painted in 1995  

 $400,000 - 600,000 
 



 
 

 

PRESS CONTACT: Sung-Hee Park | +1 212 636 2680 | spark@christies.com 
 

Please click here for the complete eCatalogue.  
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2013 that totaled £4.5 billion/ $7.1 billion, making it the highest 
annual total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as 
international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the 
centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 
including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. 
Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, 
Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private sales totaled £760.5 million ($1.19 billion) in 2013, an increase of 20% on the previous 
year.  
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 
Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in growth 
markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application 
of buyer’s or seller’s credits.  

# # # 
 

Images available on request  

 

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 

               

Wifredo Lam, Untitled 
oil on canvas 

Painted in 1964  
$500,000 - 700,000 

Jesús Rafael Soto, Cobalto arriba  
acrylic and painted metal on wood 

Executed in 1975 
$200,000 - 300,000 

Cildo Meireles, Inserções em Circuitos 
Ideológicos: Projeto Coca-Cola 

Executed in 1970/1988. 
 $50,000 - 70,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tunga, Palíndromo incesto, iron, copper and magnets, Executed in 1992-2002, $40,000 - 60,000 
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