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FIRST OPEN OF POST-WAR AND CONTEMPORARY ART  

SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

New-York - Christie’s is pleased to present a selection of works from a prestigious collection to be 

sold in New York in September. Assembled by Arlene Goldman and George Hartman over the past 

ten years, approximately 100 works will be sold during the First Open live auction on September 23rd 

as well as the First Open Online sale from September 18th to 30th. With estimates ranging from $1,000 

to $500,000, this sale will offer works for the seasoned and new collector alike.   

Mark Bradford 
Tony 

mixed media on boxes 
47 ¾ x 42 ⅞ x 21 in. 

Executed in 2007 
Estimate: $120,000-$180,000 

 

David Ostrowski 
F (A Thing is a thing in a whole which it’s not)  

oil, lacquer and paper on canvas 
86 ⅞ 

 
x 67 in.  

Executed in 2012. 
Estimate: $60,000-80,000 

Joe Bradley 
Berlin Duck #2 
Oil on canvas 

94 ½ x 78 ¾ in. 
Painted in 2011 

Estimate $500,000-700,000 
 



ARLENE GOLDMAN AND GEORGE HARTMAN 

 

Goldman and Hartman became well known international collectors with an appetite for cutting edge, 

experimental art, often selecting artists in the early phase of their development. They have 

championed artists with passionate conviction by donating numerous important works to leading 

Canadian art museums. David Altmejd's breakout 2007 Venice Biennale installation, "The Index," as 

well as large-scale works by Marcel Dzama, Jonathan Meese, Wangechi Mutu have been gifted to the 

Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto; while works by Thomas Houseago and Folkert de Jonge among 

others, have been donated to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.  They also gave over 100 works to 

The Glenbow Museum in Calgary.  

 

Highlights from the Goldman and Hartman collection include works in all media that reflect Twenty-

First Century tendencies of experimentation, often embracing global cultural tendencies emanating 

from Europe and Africa as well as Canada and the United States. "This is Now: Property from the 

George Hartman and Arlene Goldman Collection" accurately reflects the adventuresome and keen eye 

of collectors operating at the forefront of the international art world. 

 

FIRST OPEN OF POST-WAR AND CONTEMPORARY ART - 23 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

Highlighting the sale is Joe Bradley’s Berlin Duck #2, (estimate $500,000-700,000), which displays the 

organic, rather than calculated, process the painter developed. Bradley describes his method as time 

consuming, with long intervals lacking action, simply focusing on the canvas stretched across the 

floor, "stalking his prey," waiting alone for a motivating impulse.  Bradley explores the piece from 

vantage points, circling it on the ground, pinning it up to the wall, and often from the reverse side 

allowing the paint to bleed through the unprimed canvas and only deciding later which side to 

present. 

 

Also featured in the sale is Mark Bradford’s Tony, a rare sculptural work which is an ideal example of 

Bradford’s appropriation and manipulation of advertisements and posters, and his repurposing  of 

visual pollution into stunning condensations of urban life, drawn from his native South Central Los 

Angeles, California, (estimate: $120,000-$180,000).   

 

David Ostrowski’s paintings are the results of a total analysis of the fundamental nature of painting. 

Striving to undermine composition, style and “typical gestures,” Ostrowski experiments with speed 

and imperfection, opting for minimal visual elements that may have maximal effect, as seen in F (A 

Thing is a thing in a whole which it’s not), (estimate: $60,000-80,000).  By curtailing his focus to the 

edges of the composition, Ostrowski's less-is-more aesthetic is derived from his deliberate attempts 

to distance himself from a prevailing emphasis on technical skills that often defines painting today.  

His most recent body of work, the F series, investigates the notion of the error in painting where the 

artist attempts to use his right hand as he would his left to purposefully create process-based 

seemingly abstract canvases. 

 

The cyanotype (or blueprint), created in the 1840s is one of the earliest non-camera photographic 

processes, allowing images to be formed with the aid of the sun rather than artificial light.  The 

process created inexpensive copies of drawings in an era long before the age of photocopy machines. 

In Hugh Scott-Douglas' hands, the cyanotype is used to produce works imbued with motifs designed 

through computer-generated algorithms.  The patterns are output onto transparent film, and then 



exposed on canvas.  The resulting chromatic variation from one canvas to the next is a bi-product of 

the contingent environment -- the intensity of the sun passing over the canvas at its time of 

development.  Untitled, is estimated $35,000-45,000. 

 

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

Other significant works to be offered in the sale include: Walead Beshty, 

Huma Bhabha, Rosson Crow, Karel Funk, Nicholas Hlobo, Parker Ito, 

Klara Kristalova, Ryan Mcginley, Wangechi Mutu, Iván Navarro, David 

Noonan, and Chris Ofili among others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST OPEN ONLINE,   18-30 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

The online sale complements the selection of works being offered in our live 

auction.  Highlights from this sale are included in the live auction catalogue 

and will be on view at Christie’s Rockefeller Center galleries. The online sale 

includes a selection of works by Benjamin Butler, Quentin Curry, Martin 

Eder, Tessa Farmer, Jason Fox, Nicholas Di Genova, Klara Kristalova, Tim 

Lee, Simone Lucas,  Ryan McGinley, Matthew Monahan and Wangechi 

Mutu to name a few.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preview   7 – 27 August 2014 

Viewing   19 – 22 September 2014 

Live Auction   23 September 2014 

Online Auction 18 – 30 September 2014 

 

Christie’s New York, 20 Rockefeller Plaza   
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CONTACT: Capucine Milliot | +1 212 641 5078 | cmilliot@christies.com 
 
 
 

Wangechi Mutu 
Root of All Eyes 

Mixed media, ink, paint, 
collage on Mylar 

97 x 54 in. 
Executed in 2010 

Estimate: $220,000-280,000 
 

Chris Ofili 
Saint Lucian Blue 
charcoal on canvas 
109 ½ x 78 ¾ in. 
Executed in 2006. 
Estimate: $250,000-300,000 

 

Ryan McGinley 
Sunrise 
chromogenic print on plexi mounted on aluminum 
40 x 30 in. 
Executed in 2003. 
Estimate: $10,000-15,000 

 

mailto:cmilliot@christies.com


 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in the first half of 2014 that totaled £2.69 / $4.47 billion, 
making it the highest half year total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled 
service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest 
and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers 
around 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, 
wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales 
for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private 
sales in the first half of 2014 totalled £498.9 million ($828.2 million). 
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, 
Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with 
expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in 
Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or 
application of buyer’s or seller’s credits.  
 

# # # 
Images available on request  

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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