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“NORMAN ROCKWELL VISITS A COUNTRY EDITOR” HIGHLIGHTS
CHRISTIE’S AMERICAN ART SALE ON NOVEMBER 19

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB AND
NATIONAL PRESS CLUB JOURNALISM INSTITUTE
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NORMAN ROCKWELL (1894-1978) Norman Rockwell Visits a Country Editor,
oil on canvas, 33 x 63 in. (83.8 x 160 cm.), Painted in 1946, Estimate: $10-15 million

New York — Christie’s announces the top lot of the American Art auction on November 19,
Norman Rockwell Visits a Country Editor, estimated at $10-15 million. This major, large-scale
work belongs to an important series of works Norman Rockwell completed for The Saturday
Evening Post at the height of his career in 1946. The painting is being sold by the National Press
Club Journalism Institute, with the approval of the National Press Club, and the proceeds from
the sale will benefit both nonprofit organizations.

Norman Rockwell Visits a Country Editor appeared in the Saturday Evening Post on May 25, 1946.
It was subsequently gifted to the National Press Club, an occasion later commemorated when
Rockwell spoke at the Club on July 25, 1967. For the better part of the past seventeen years, the
National Press Club Journalism Institute has kept the painting on public display in the space that
it shares with the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. The work has also been loaned often

Permission must be obtained from Curtis Licensing for reproduction of Norman Rockwell's Norman Rockwell Visits a Country Editor. | 317-633-2070



and generously as part of the Club's stewardship, and most recently was on long-term loan to a
museum.

Norman Rockwell Visits a Country Editor depicts a scene at the Monroe County Appeal, a small
town newspaper founded in 1867 and located in Paris, Missouri. The painting is among Rockwell’s
series of pictorial reports capturing the artist visiting various places, including a country school,
the doctor, and the country editor. A highly complex composition, the work depicts nine
characters, each uniquely articulated with Rockwell’s signature charm, bustling in the offices of
the newspaper. The paper’s editor, Jack Blanton, is seated at the typewriter and at the far right
of the composition Rockwell is seen striding through the door with his portfolio firmly wedged
under his arm.

“This painting of a small-town America newsroom in the 20th Century will sustain the National
Press Club and National Press Club Journalism Institute in our missions to support journalism for
many more decades in the 21st Century,” said National Press Club President John Hughes, an
editor for Bloomberg’s First Word. “The needs in the news profession are immense — from training
those who have lost jobs to fighting for a free press worldwide. The sale of this great American
artwork will help expand efforts to meet these needs at a critical time for our industry. What a
great legacy for Norman Rockwell.”

“We are proud to offer this iconic work of art to the art market for consideration,” said Barbara
Cochran, Chair of the Board of Directors of the painting’s owner, the National Press Club
Journalism Institute, and the Curtis B. Hurley Chair in Public Affairs Journalism, University of
Missouri School of Journalism. “At a time in which the noble tradition of community-based
journalism is being challenged by societal and technological transformation, Norman Rockwell’s
charming and realistic portrayal of a country editor and team of journalists diligently working to
share news of the day with their community readers, epitomizes the attributes of American
journalism and its contribution to the life of our nation.” Cochran added that proceeds of the sale
will be used to support Institute programs to uphold press freedom, develop the skills of
professional journalists and communicators, and provide scholarships for future journalists.

“By 1946, not only had Rockwell’s myriad covers of the Post captured the imagination of the
nation, but the artist himself was becoming a celebrity in his own right,” comments Elizabeth
Beaman, Christie’s Head of American Art. “Perhaps just as importantly, Rockwell’s work adopted
a new sense of earnestness in order to more accurately reflect the realities that many faced in
post-War America. While Rockwell’s classic sense of idealism remained intact, his imaginative
images confronting issues of the present allowed the public to identify with his interpretation of
life in America.”
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About Christie’s

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2014 that totalled £5.1 billion / $8.4 billion, making it the
highest annual total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as
well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions
through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80
categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over
$100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War
& Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private sales totalled £916.1 million ($1.5 billion).

Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva,
Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zurich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in
growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, New Delhi, Mumbai
and Dubai.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, third-party financing
fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits.

About National Press Club:
The National Press Club, founded in 1908 in Washington, D.C., is the world's leading professional organization for journalists and fights for a
free press worldwide, with 3,100 members across the globe.

About National Press Club Journalism Institute:

The National Press Club Journalism Institute is the non-profit affiliate of the National Press Club. It is committed to offering practical training to
journalists and communications professionals working in a rapidly changing media environment. The Institute is home to the club’s prestigious
journalism awards that recognize professional journalists who have produced outstanding work for the public, and it oversees the club’s
recently renovated Eric Friedheim Library, which assists journalists in finding accurate information using the latest technology.
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