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CHRISTIE’S FEATURES AN IMPORTANT PRIVATE 
COLLECTION OF ART DECO MASTERPIECES 

17 DECEMBER, NEW YORK 

 
ARMAND ALBERT RATEAU (1882–1938) 

A PAIR OF ‘COL DE CYGNE’ APPLIQUES, CIRCA 1920 
gilt-bronze, silk cord · each 14 1/2 (36.8 cm.) high 

Estimate: US$300,000–400,000 

New York – Christie’s announces a single-owner sale of Art Deco masterpieces on December 17 in New 

York. This sale will be among a series of four design sales held on December 17 and 18. An Important 

Private Collection of Art Deco Masterpieces will include works by the artists universally acknowledged as 

the great tastemakers of their day, led by Jean Dunand, Eugène Printz, Albert-Armand Rateau, Emile-

Jacques Ruhlmann, Katsu Hamanaka and Diego Giacometti.  Comprised of 44 lots, the full formal 

repertoire of Art Deco is represented, from the highly stylized figural, animal and plant motifs of Rateau 

to the geometric modernism of Dunand or the clean-lined silhouettes of Printz. Included in this exquisite 

tribute to French creativity in the inter-war years are examples of the fine craftsmanship associated with 

this high point of the applied arts, notably fine lacquer work, dinanderie, cabinet-making, and bronze 

casting. Each work in this focused collection has been selected with great rigor as regards the quality, 

condition and provenance of each work. Featuring museum quality objects that are fresh to the market, 

the sale is expected to appeal to collectors of rare masterworks.  

 



Leading the collection is a pair of `Col de Cygne’ sconces by Armand-Albert Rateau that are an 

exceptionally rare and fine example of the artist’s craftsmanship and the model has never before been 

seen on the auction market. The poetic use of the swan motif and the highly sophisticated execution 

epitomize the creativity and splendor of Rateau’s work in the Art Deco period. 

New York Design Sale Schedule:  

Masterworks of Design  17 December 2015, 10am 
Masterpieces of 20th Century Decorative Art: An Important 
New York Private Collection 

17 December 2015, immediately follows 10am sale 

An Important Private Collection of Art Deco Masterpieces 17 December 2015, 2pm 
Design  18 December 2015, 10am & 2pm 

 
 

 

NEW YORK PRESS CONTACT: Sara Fox |+1 212 636 2680 | sfox@christies.com 
 
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2014 that totalled £5.1 billion / $8.4 billion, making it the 
highest annual total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as 
well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions 
through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80 
categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over 
$100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War 
& Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private sales totalled £916.1 million ($1.5 billion). 
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 
Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in 
growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, New Delhi, Mumbai 
and Dubai.  
 

 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium.  Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, third-party financing 
fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 
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