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 ‘LOOKING FORWARD TO THE PAST’  
CHRISTIE’S CURATED EVENING SALE OF IMPRESSIONIST, MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART 

ACHIEVES US$705,858,000  
 

$179,365,000 FOR PICASSO’S ‘LES FEMMES D’ALGER, VERSION O’  
NEW RECORD FOR MOST VALUABLE WORK OF ART EVER SOLD AT AUCTION 

 

$141,285,000 FOR GIACOMETTI’S ‘POINTING MAN’ 
NEW RECORD FOR MOST VALUABLE WORK OF SCULPTURE EVER SOLD AT AUCTION 

 

 
Christie’s Global President Jussi Pylkkanen at the rostrum 

 

New York – Christie’s innovative Evening Sale Looking Forward to the Past, achieved $705,858,000 (£458,051,914/ 

€630,737,486) with sell-through rates of 97% by lot and 99% by value. New world auction records were set for 10 works of 

art during the sale, including Picasso’s Les femmes d’Alger, Version O from 1955, which sold for $179,365,000 

(£116,395,198/€160,276,188), and became the most valuable work of art ever sold at auction.  Later in the sale, 

Giacometti’s L’homme au doigt (Pointing Man) conceived in 1947 achieved $141,285,000 (£91,683,971/ €126,248,829), 

setting a new record for any sculpture sold at auction. Of the 35 works offered, 2 lots sold for over $100 million, 3 for over 

$50 million, 9 lots for over $20 million, 12 lots for over $10 million, 12 lots over for over $10 million, and 29 lots over $1 

million.  

 

All of the works offered in Looking Forward to the Past were selected for their connection to a central theme of artistic 

innovation inspired by the past. The exhibition generated a tremendous response from both clients and the public. 15,000 

visitors have viewed the pre-sale exhibition at Christie’s Rockefeller Center galleries over the last 10 days, and this evening’s 

sale saw participation from a diverse group of clients representing 35 different countries. 

“From the moment that we announced the sale, global collectors embraced the concept and were prepared to consign 

masterpieces to the auction. Over 70 percent of the works included in the sale have been shown in major museum exhibitions 

and the works themselves spanned over 100 years of modernism, beginning with Monet’s Le Parlement of 1901 to Urs 



Fischer’s wax figure of Rudolf Stingel of 2011,” noted Jussi Pylkkänen, Global President and the sale’s auctioneer. “Christie’s 

will continue in years to come to innovate more sale concepts that inspire the art collecting public. We have entered a new 

era of the art market where collectors from all parts of the world compete for the very best across categories, generating 

record prices at levels we have never seen before.” 

Loic Gouzer, International Specialist, Post-War and Contemporary Art and curator of the Looking Forward to the Past sale, 

stated: “There are few companies where you could dream up a new sale concept like this, and gain the support and 

understanding to make your idea to become a reality, let alone a major success. Christie’s created this event tonight as a 

team, and we are  thrilled to see collectors have responded to this cross-category approach so enthusiastically.” 

Picasso’s Les femmes d’Alger, Version O 

Twenty minutes in the sale, auctioneer Jussi Pylkkanen, Global President of Christie’s, dropped the gavel on a new 
world auction record for the most valuable work of art sold at auction. Pablo Picasso’s 1955 masterpiece Les 
femmes d’Alger, Version O sold for $179.4 million after 11 and ½ minutes of bidding to a client on the phone with 

Brett Gorvy, International Head, Post-War and Contemporary Art.  Several clients chased the work from its 
starting bid of $100 million, trading at least 30 bids in increments of $1 million until it reached its final hammer 
price of $161 million. The sale marks the second time that Christie’s has sold this particular Picasso painting; in 
1997, it was offered from the celebrated Ganz collection and sold for US$31.9 million against an estimate of $10-
12 million. 

Christie’s New York broke its own record with the sale of the Picasso. The previous record for any work of art sold 
at auction was $142.4 million, set in 2013 for Francis Bacon’s Three Studies of Lucian Freud. Christie’s also broke 
its own record for the most valuable work by Picasso ever sold at auction. The previous record was set in 2010 
with the sale of the artist’s Nude, Green Leaves and Bust from 1932 for $106.5 million.  

Christie’s major spring auction series in New York continues this week with the first of its day sales on Tuesday. 

Complete schedule: 

The series of auctions at Christie’s continues tomorrow in New York.  
Post-War & Contemporary Day Sale Session I  Tuesday, 12 May, 9 a.m. 
Post-War & Contemporary Evening Sale Wednesday, 13 May, 7 p.m.  
Post-War & Contemporary Day Sale Session II Thursday, 14 May, 9 a.m. 
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale Thursday, 14 May, 5:30 p.m.  
Impressionist & Modern Art Works on Paper & Day Sale Friday, 15 May, 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Online Only: Picasso Ceramics Continues through May 19 
Online Only: Post-War & Contemporary Art Continues through May 15 

 
 

 
Notes to the Editors: 
PREVIOUS WORLD AUCTION RECORD FOR ANY WORK OF ART:  
Francis Bacon, Three Studies Of Lucian Freud, oil on canvas, in 3 parts, painted in 1969 
sold at Christie’s New York, Post-War & Contemporary Art evening sale, November 2013 
Price Realized: $142,405,000 
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About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2014 that totaled £5.1 billion / $8.4 billion, making it the highest annual total in Christie’s 

history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James 

Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. 

Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewelry, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. 

Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-

War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewelry. Private sales totaled £916.1 million ($1.5 billion) in 2014, an increase of 20% on the previous 

year. 

Christie’s has a global presence with 54 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, 

Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the 

United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Shanghai, New Delhi, Mumbai and Dubai. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, third party financing fees or application of 

buyer’s or seller’s credits. 

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 

               

http://pinterest.com/christiesinc/
http://www.facebook.com/Christies
http://twitter.com/
http://instagram.com/christiesinc
http://christiesauctions.tumblr.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/christiesauctions?feature=results_main
http://e.weibo.com/christies

