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JEAN DUBUFFET’S LES GRANDES ARTÈRES TO HIGHLIGHT 
CHRISTIE’S NOVEMBER EVENING SALE OF  

POST-WAR AND CONTEMPORARY ART IN NEW YORK 

Jean Dubuffet, Les Grandes Artères, oil on canvas, painted in July-August 1961. $15-20 million 

 

New York – Christie’s will highlight its November 15th Evening Sale of Post-War and Contemporary Art with 

Jean Dubuffet’s Les Grandes Artères, 1961 ($15-20million). Les Grandes Artères is a masterful canvas from 

Dubuffet’s celebrated Paris Circus series*, a body of work which is regarded by many Dubuffet scholars as 

marking the pinnacle of the artist’s career. With its vibrant palette, sense of energy and the individuality that 

Dubuffet instills in each of his characters, Les Grandes Artères, is one of the artist’s most accomplished 

compositions from Paris Circus. Many examples from this series are housed in important international collections 

including the Tate Gallery, London; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; National Gallery of Art, 

Washington D.C., and the Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris. Les Grandes Artères has been in the same private 

American collection since 1964, and has not appeared publically since 1973, when it was featured in the 

Guggenheim’s Dubuffet retrospective.  

Brett Gorvy, Chairman and International Head of Post-War and Contemporary Art, remarked: “Les 

Grandes Artères is an extraordinarily vibrant and complex canvas that encapsulates the vitality of Paris, and the 

dynamism of city life. The detail with which he depicts each of his figures gives them their own individual 

character and the line-up of glamorous cars shows what a cosmopolitan city Paris had become—a scene which 



Dubuffet captures this with particular skill and spirit. We are particularly pleased to be bringing this work to auction 

on the heels of a pinnacle year for Dubuffet, which included a range of important international exhibitions of his 

work. With a retrospective at the Fondation Beyeler, a monographic show at the Acquavella Gallery in Manhattan, 

and an installation of his monumental sculpture, Welcome Parade, in front of New York’s historic Seagram 

Building, it is clear that the global interest in Dubuffet has never been stronger.” 

 

Across its surface Dubuffet convenes a cast of characters, which expertly capture the sense of liberation enjoyed 

by Paris as it emerged from the darkness of the Second World War. Using his signature naïve style, Dubuffet 

lays out the French capital’s grand boulevards filled with bustling shops, cars and people.  

In this bold and vibrant canvas, Dubuffet packs the surface with the energy and exuberance that he witnessed 

after his return to the French capital. Dubuffet’s breakthrough came in February 1961 when the force of this 

powerful revelation gave birth to the artists most illustrious and sought-after series, Paris Circus. Returning to 

Paris after a six-year self-imposed hiatus in the countryside of southern France, Dubuffet’s Paris Circus paintings 

signal the artist’s vivacious rediscovery of city life.  

Captivated by the energy coursing through the Parisian streets, Dubuffet was swept up in the whirl of the city 

bustling with cars and people. Infused with a high degree of shrewdness and wit, the shop lined street is flanked 

by businesses of the artist’s own creation. In addition to the archetypal city establishments – a bank, a cosmetics 

store – Dubuffet depicted storefronts with signage, which satirize the rampant consumerism that he saw 

pervading society. A few examples include: Fruits et legumes du desespoir (fruits and vegetables of despair), A 

l’issue fatale (fatal outcome) and Societe l’indercrottable (hopeless society). Even the four cars at the bottom of 

the composition are specific brands: Ford, Citroën, Simca, Fiat. 

Throughout the 1960s, an intoxicating postwar energy swept the globe, in which every day phenomena were 

seen through fresh, excited eyes. In America, Pop Art was born, investigating the unique auras surrounding 

quotidian objects and fearlessly appropriating the daily images that flooded the collective consciousness. In 

France, amidst the throes of New Wave cinema and sexual revolution, Dubuffet created a new liberated language 

that sought to convey the unbounded joy of daily living. Les Grandes Artères conjures a new artistic handwriting, 

equipped to translate sensory experience and, in doing so, to suggest new ways of comprehending our daily 

existence.        

*Note to Editors: The world auction record for Jean Dubuffet is currently held by Paris Polka, 1961, which is also from 

Dubuffet’s Paris Circus series.  The record was achieved at Christie’s New York in May 2015, when it realized $24,805,000  
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2016 that totalled £2.1 billion / 

$3 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 

glamour. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, 

photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history 

conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters 

and Jewellery. 

 

2016 marks Christie’s 250th anniversary. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most 

celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Click HERE to view a short film 

about Christie’s and the 250th anniversary. 

http://www.christies.com/exhibitions/2016/celebrating-christies-250th-anniversary?pid=en_homepage_upcoming1


 

Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 

Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded 

initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, 

Mumbai and Dubai. 
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees 
or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits.  
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