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THE GOLDEN AGE OF BASEBALL,  
SELECTIONS FROM THE NATIONAL PASTIME MUSEUM 

 
CHRISTIE’S PRESENTS AN IMPORTANT COLLECTION OF 

BASEBALL MEMORABILIA AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

TWO-DAY AUCTION IN NEW YORK, OCTOBER 19-20 

New York – Christie’s is honored to present one of the most important and comprehensive collections of baseball 

memorabilia and photography ever offered at auction with The Golden Age of Baseball, Selections from the 

National Pastime Museum, a two-day auction on October 19-20 in New York. The sale is the largest collection 

of baseball ephemera to appear at an international auction house in more than 15 years. Comprised of a 

remarkable assemblage of game-used bats, letters, contracts, memorabilia and a treasury of vintage baseball 

photography, Part I of the sale is devoted to memorabilia and Part II is devoted to photography. With 485 lots in 

total, estimates start at $300-500 for photographs and memorabilia, while the top lot of the auction is a “Shoeless” 

Joe Jackson Professional Model Bat, estimated at $500,000-700,000. The contents of the auction are from the 

National Pastime Museum, which is an online museum based on a private collection of baseball artifacts. 

"From baseball’s earliest days through its golden era, the game's most iconic players are represented in this 

collection. Of particular interest are the remarkably rare items pertaining to The Negro Leagues and the 

legendary ballplayers who played in them," remarks Simeon Lipman, Christie’s Consultant, Pop Culture.  



The auction represents the legends of baseball, spanning more than 130 years from the inception of the game 

through modern day, with items owned and used by icons such as Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, Lou Gehrig, Willie 

Mays, Grover Cleveland Alexander, Jimmy Foxx, as well as a bat used by Derek Jeter. Letters and contracts 

from Ty Cobb, “Shoeless” Joe Jackson, and Cy Young, in addition to notable pieces relating to Jackie Robinson, 

Mike “King” Kelly, Roberto Clemente and Christy Mathewson are also available.  

The collection is notable for some of the greatest artifacts extant relating to the Negro Leagues and its most 

celebrated stars such as Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, and Oscar Charleston. Another feature of the collection is 

the significant amount of items and photographs detailing the history of Cuban baseball, including Cuban 

Cigarrillos cards and items signed by Martin DiHigo.  

Other rare highlights of the auction include the ball that ended the 1909 World Series between the Pittsburgh 

Pirates and Detroit Tigers (estimate: $10,000-$15,000), and an 1898 contract from the pioneering woman in 

baseball, Lizzie Stride (Arlington) (estimate: $10,000-15,000).  

Laura Paulson, Chairman, Christie’s Americas, comments, “The collection, one of the most comprehensive and 

distinguished of its kind, includes extraordinary offerings that chronicle the profound social and cultural 

significance of America’s National Pastime. This is a rare opportunity for collectors and enthusiasts to experience 

and own rare and historical memorabilia, artifacts, and photographs which tell the story of a game that continues 

to create passion and excitement season after season.  We are honored to be presenting this collection to the 

public and look forward to sharing its treasures in the next months as it tours the United States and in our 

exhibition galleries in Rockefeller Center in October.”  

 
Public Exhibitions 
September 26-27 | JW Marriott | 151 W Adams St, Chicago, IL (select highlights on view) 
October 10-13 | Jules Maeght Gallery | 149 Gough Street, San Francisco, CA (select highlights on view) 
October 13-19 | Christie’s | 20 Rockefeller Plaza, New York (entire collection on view) 
 
For more information, visit www.christies.com/baseball  
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2016 that totalled £2.1 billion / 

$3 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 

glamour. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, 

photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history 

conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters 

and Jewellery. 

 

2016 marks Christie’s 250th anniversary. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most 

celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Click HERE to view a short film 

about Christie’s and the 250th anniversary. 

 

Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 

Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded 

initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, 

Mumbai and Dubai. 
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application of 
buyer’s or seller’s credits.  
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