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ABSTRACT MASTERPIECE BY GERHARD RICHTER 
FROM THE COLLECTION OF ERIC CLAPTON  

TO BE SOLD IN NEW YORK ON NOVEMBER 15th 
 

ON VIEW AT CHRISTIE’S LONDON OCTOBER 1-6 

 
 

 
New York – Gerhard Richter’s Abstraktes Bild from the Collection of Eric Clapton will highlight Christie’s 

November 15, Evening Auction of Post-War and Contemporary Art in New York (Estimate in the range 

of $20million). Dating from the artist’s most celebrated period of abstraction and one of the highlights 

of the fall season, Abstraktes Bild was acquired by the rock legend Eric Clapton at auction in 2001. The 

painting will be unveiled at Christie’s London, and on view to the public from October 1-6, 2016.  

 

Francis Outred, Chairman and Head of Post War and Contemporary Art EMERI, remarked: ‘This series 

marks a moment of great professional triumph for Richter.  First exhibited at Anthony d’Offay Gallery in 

1995 as a group of four paintings, one of which is now in the joint collection of Tate and the National 

Galleries of Scotland, the further three were acquired at auction by Eric Clapton from the collection of 

Ulla and Heiner Pietzsch in 2001. The First of Clapton’s Richters to come to auction achieved a world 

record price for the artist in 2012 when it realised a figure of £21.3 million. We are delighted to unveil 

Gerhard Richter, Abstraktes Bild 809-2, 1994, Oil on Canvas 



this third painting in London, the city where it was first shown, before it goes on to star in Christie’s 

November auctions of Post-War and Contemporary Art.’   

Abstraktes Bild is the second canvas in Richter’s monumental four-part series of works created in 1994, 

the third of which resides in the joint collection of Tate and the National Galleries of Scotland. A 

superlative example of the artist’s celebrated abstraction, Abstraktes Bild is a dazzling, prismatic 

explosion of opulent jewelled tones. Standing as the culmination of a three-decade-long investigation 

into the properties of paint and perception, the works produced by Richter during the late 1980s and 

early 1990s represent the first major abstract achievements since those of Abstract Expressionism. 

Revealing and obscuring in equal measure, Richter’s squeegee gave rise to unplanned textures and 

formations that shed new light on the complex relationship between abstraction and figuration. With its 

kaleidoscopic collision of jewel-like tones, Abstraktes Bild confirms Robert Storr’s assertion that ‘it is 

hard to think of [Richter] as anything other than one of the great colourists of late twentieth-century 

painting’.   

Abstraktes Bild was first shown in 1995 at Anthony d’Offay Gallery in London as part of the landmark 

exhibition Gerhard Richter: Painting in the Nineties. Following the artist’s career-defining retrospectives 

of 1991 and 1993-94, the show was a critical and commercial triumph, with works subsequently 

acquired by major museums across four continents. Three of the four paintings in the series were 

bought by the noted collectors Ulla and Heiner Pietzsch, from whom they were purchased by Clapton 

in 2001. Echoing the grid-like structures of Richter’s four-part Bach series (1992, Moderna Museet, 

Stockholm), and foreshadowing his six-part response to the work of John Cage (2006, Tate, London), 

the present work represents a chapter in the closely-entwined stories of music and abstraction. 

Indecipherable notations dance across its quivering horizontal planes, spawning a matrix of pounding 

rhythms, discordant harmonies, contrapuntal textures, interrupted cadences and chromatic inflections. 

In the clamouring polyphonic tremors of its surface, the work aspires to the condition of noise: a virtuosic 

rhapsody that strains to be heard. 
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2016 that totalled £2.1 billion / 

$3 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 

glamour. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, 

photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history 

conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters 

and Jewellery. 

 

2016 marks Christie’s 250th anniversary. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most 

celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Click HERE to view a short film 

about Christie’s and the 250th anniversary. 

 

Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 

Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded 

initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, 

Mumbai and Dubai. 
 

http://www.christies.com/exhibitions/2016/celebrating-christies-250th-anniversary?pid=en_homepage_upcoming1


*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application of 
buyer’s or seller’s credits.  
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