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London  – Christie’s Winter Luxury Auctions in London this November will offer some of the finest handbags, 

jewels, and wines and spirits across its three sales.  Highlights on view at King Street will include limited edition 

and diamond rarities by Hermès, and handbags from the collection of Jacquelyn Miller Matisse; important historic 

jewels from renowned collectors including the Late Betty, Lady Grantchester; and fine wines and spirits including 

Salon Le Mesnil, Champagne Boërl & Kroff, and a sought-after bottle of The Glenlivet Winchester 50 Year Old 

1967.  

HANDBAGS & ACCESSORIES | 19 NOVEMBER  

Christie’s Handbags & Accessories auction will present over 200 of the most collectible handbags, led by 

the Hermès Himalaya Birkin 25 with palladium hardware (estimate: £60,000-80,000) and 30 (estimate: £60,000-

80,000) , as well as an exceptional diamond Kelly 35 (estimate: £70,000-90,000) and diamond Birkin 30 

(estimate: £50,000-70,000). The collection of Jacquelyn Miller Matisse is also featured in this sale, with proceeds 

being used to benefit Société Française du Cancer, The National Foundation for Autism Research, Alzheimer’s 

Disease and Related Disorders Association, and The Art Institute of Chicago. All lots from this collection are 

offered without reserve, and the selection will be highlighted by a Black calf box leather So Black Birkin 30 ( 

estimate: £10,000-15,000).  

Further leading lots of the sale include limited-edition and rare varieties of handbag from designers such as 

Hermès, Chanel, and Louis Vuitton, such as a bleu de prusse togo, swift & clémence leather ''Endless Road'' 

Hac Hermès Birkin 50 with palladium hardware (estimate: £25,000-30,000), alongside a bleu du nord swift 
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A Rare Matte White Himalaya Niloticus 
Crocodile, Hermès Birkin 25  

with Palladium Hardware  
Estimate: £60,000-80,000 

The Property of The Late Betty, Lady 
Grantchester 

Late 19th  Century Pearl And Diamond 'Holly 
Wreath' Tiara, circa 1895,  
Estimate: £30,000-40,000 

Champagne Boërl & Kroff Vintage 
2002,  

1 magnum 
Estimate: £2,800 -3,200 

https://www.christies.com/salelanding/index.aspx?intsaleid=28225&lid=1&saletitle=
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-rare-matte-white-himalaya-niloticus-crocodile-6234472-details.aspx?from=salesummary&intObjectID=6234472&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-rare-matte-white-himalaya-niloticus-crocodile-6234473-details.aspx?from=salesummary&intObjectID=6234473&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/an-exceptional-shiny-bordeaux-porosus-crocodile-diamond-6234385-details.aspx?from=salesummary&intObjectID=6234385&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/an-exceptional-shiny-orange-h-porosus-crocodile-6234416-details.aspx?from=salesummary&intObjectID=6234416&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/an-exceptional-shiny-orange-h-porosus-crocodile-6234416-details.aspx?from=salesummary&intObjectID=6234416&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-black-calf-box-leather-6234523-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6234523&sid=21e03b28-2250-4d98-b24a-a1990a2ad26c
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-black-calf-box-leather-6234523-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6234523&sid=21e03b28-2250-4d98-b24a-a1990a2ad26c
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-bleu-de-prusse-togo-6234348-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234348&sid=163be856-6bfe-430c-a542-5058f877d6f6
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-bleu-de-prusse-togo-6234348-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234348&sid=163be856-6bfe-430c-a542-5058f877d6f6
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-bleu-du-nord-swift-6234347-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234347&sid=163be856-6bfe-430c-a542-5058f877d6f6


leather & osier Mini Picnic Kelly 20 with palladium hardware (estimate: £20,000-30,000). For collectors of Louis 

Vuitton, a limited edition Prism Keepal 50 by Virgil Abloh (estimate: £1,500-2,000) will be offered, along with a 

canvas aluminium bound trunk, circa 1896, (estimate: £6,000-8,000) and a set of monogram canvas iconoclast 

boxing gloves, mat & case by Karl Lagerfeld (estimate: £3,000-5,000).  

Fendi Baguettes spanning 30 years of the iconic design are also offered, as well as archival Dior together with 

current iterations of the Saddle bag.  

IMPORTANT JEWELS | 27 NOVEMBER 

The Important Jewels auction will present a diverse array of antique, modern and signed jewellery including a rare 

medieval sapphire ring, important pearl earrings and a ruby locket from direct descendants of  Eugenie, the last 

Empress of France, and elegant jewels from the collection of the late Lady Grantchester. Amongst other highlights 

there is an exemplary selection of diamond and gem Georgian jewels, as well as the now traditional dedicated Cartier 

selection. 

A Rare Matte White Himalaya 
Niloticus Crocodile  
Hermès Birkin 25  

With Palladium Hardware 
Estimate: £60,000-80,000 

An Exceptional Shiny Bordeaux 
Porosus Crocodile Diamond 
Sellier Hermès Kelly 35 with  
18K White Gold & Diamond 

Hardware  
Estimate: £70,000-90,000 

A Limited-Edition  
Black Calf Box Leather  

So Black Birkin Hermès 30 
Estimate: £10,000-15,000 

A Limited-Edition  
Bleu de Prusse Togo,  

Swift & Clémence Leather 
Endless Road Hac 
 Hermès Birkin 50 

With Palladium Hardware 
Estimate: £25,000-30,000 

A Limited-Edition Bleu du Nord 
Swift Leather & Osier 

Mini Picnic 
 Hermès Kelly 20 

With Palladium Hardware 
Estimate: £20,000-30,000 

A Limited-Edition Louis Vuitton 
Prism Keepal 50  
by Virgil Abloh  

 Estimate: £1,500-2,000 

A Rare Canvas Aluminium   
Louis Vuitton Bound Trunk 

 circa 1896 
Estimate: £6,000-8,000 

A Limited-Edition Set of 
Monogram Canvas Iconoclast 
Set of Boxing Gloves, Mat & 

Case by Karl Lagerfeld 
 Estimate: £3,000-5,000 

 

https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-bleu-du-nord-swift-6234347-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234347&sid=163be856-6bfe-430c-a542-5058f877d6f6
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-prism-keepall-50-by-6234569-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234569&sid=163be856-6bfe-430c-a542-5058f877d6f6
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-canvas-aluminium-bound-trunk-louis-vuitton-6234573-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6234573&sid=#lot_6234569
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-canvas-aluminium-bound-trunk-louis-vuitton-6234573-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6234573&sid=#lot_6234569
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-monogram-canvas-iconoclast-set-6234565-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234565&sid=4867baa4-d833-4169-a6cc-6719da7cfe8f
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/textiles-costume/a-limited-edition-monogram-canvas-iconoclast-set-6234565-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6234565&sid=4867baa4-d833-4169-a6cc-6719da7cfe8f
https://www.christies.com/salelanding/index.aspx?intsaleid=28117&lid=1&saletitle=
https://www.christies.com/salelanding/index.aspx?intsaleid=28117&lid=1&saletitle=


Highlighting the auction will be an exquisite multigem and diamond art déco 

fob watch by Cartier (estimate: £800,000-1,500,000). First travelling to India 

in 1911, Jacques Cartier met with Sayaji Rao III, the Gaekwar of Baroda, who, 

following their meeting, commissioned Cartier to reset his entire jewellery 

collection in the new precious metal, platinum. This proved an important 

turning point for Cartier; which until this time had remained loyal to the 

traditional Belle Epoque motifs. In 1913, Cartier New York held an exhibition 

of fifty ‘jewels from the Hindoo, Persian, Arab, Russian and Chinese’, For the 

next quarter of a century Indian rulers asked Cartier to transform their jewels, 

including The Maharajah of Patiala. In 1928, before returning some reworked 

jewels to Patiala, Cartier exhibited them in their showrooms on the rue de la 

Paix, which attracted huge publicity and  dramatically increased Indo-Persian 

inspired commissions both from India, Europe and the United States.  

Of all gemstones, emeralds are the most closely associated with India, due to the long 

established tradition of Indian rulers acquiring and wearing the best examples of 

Colombian mined stones, which were often carved with typical Mughal floral sprays and 

in the case of this pendant watch with a flowering plant on the obverse and a peacock 

on the reverse. This jewel is an extraordinary example of the Indian influence prevalent 

in Cartier’s work during the 1920 and 30s, combining richly coloured gems and brilliant-

cut diamonds with a 19th  century carved emerald inset with a modern miniature 

skeletonised watch.  

The earliest jewel offered in the sale is a rare medieval sapphire 

iconographic ring (estimate: £25,000-35,000). Dated to the 15th century, a 

sapphire of this size and quality is highly unusual in jewels of this period, as 

is its faceting. Most surviving examples are set with sapphires cut en 

cabochon, in a domed form. The source of the sapphire is from the East, 

and is likely to have been sourced from one of the traditional mines in either 

Ceylon, Burma or Kashmir, before being subsequently brought across Asia 

to a Mediterranean seaport. The stone would have then been sold in Genoa 

or Venice where it was customary for merchants to acquire precious stones 

to trade in the cities of the north. Prized for its intrinsic value, beauty and 

rarity, the sapphire was believed to keep the wearer from poverty and, being 

the colour of the Virgin and of the heavens, protected the wearer’s chastity, 

comforted the heart, expelled envy and detected fraud and witchcraft. This 

ring is also engraved on the shoulders with depictions of the infant Christ 

and of St. Elizabeth of Hungary evoking the age of faith, epitomising the late 

medieval world.  

A Multigem And Diamond Art Déco Fob Watch, 
Cartier 

Estimate: £800,000-1,500,000 

A Rare Medieval Sapphire Iconographic Ring 
Estimate: £25,000-35,000 



From the collection of the Late Betty, Lady Grantchester, the auction will present a selection of exceptional pocket 

watches and signed jewels, led by a beautiful pearl and diamond 'holly wreath' tiara, circa 1895, (estimate: £30,000-

40,000, illustrated page one). Born in 1925 to the entrepreneur John Moores, founder of the Littlewoods empire, and 

his wife Ruby, Betty was raised in the context of her father’s extraordinary success. In 1977 Betty, joined the 

Littlewoods board where her commercial acumen and drive set her apart as an 

extraordinary business woman, and by 1982 Littlewoods was the largest privately run 

company in Europe, success due in no little part to the contribution of Betty, by then 

Lady Grantchester, after marrying Kenneth Suenson-Taylor, Baron Grantchester.  

Formerly in the collection of Eugénie, The Last Empress Of France, an important pair 

of 19th century natural pearl earrings (estimate: £60,000-80,000), alongside a mid-19th 

century ruby and diamond heart locket pendant, circa 1850-60, (estimate: £10,000-

15,000), will be offered. Adorned with circular-cut rubies and old and rose-cut 

diamonds, a glazed compartment on the reverse of the pendant contains a lock of hair 

reputedly belonging to Napoleon Ill. For the dedicated release, please click here.  

FINEST AND RAREST WINES AND SPIRITS | 28-29 NOVEMBER  

Christie’s two-day auction of Finest and Rarest Wines and Spirits on 28 and 29 November will 

offer over 1100 lots.  The sale opens with a superlative collection from a continental cellar, 

focused primarily on the rarest wines of Burgundy and Champagne. The collector had 

extremely close links to some of the greatest winemakers in Europe and bought directly from 

them or their importers – the provenance here is exceptional.  

The sale will also include direct-from-producer consignments from one of the finest producers 

in Spain – La Rioja Alta, presenting rarities direct from this historic estate and covering the 

period 1964–2005 including their legendary Gran Reserva 890 and 

904.  

Highlighting the selection of Champagne, Christie’s is delighted to 

work directly with Champagne Boërl & Kroff, one of the rarest and 

most sought-after wines in the region. Only made in the greatest 

years, they spend a minimum of 12 years on their lees and are made in minute quantities, 

at most 2500 magnums, but in certain vintages it can be as low as 800 bottles. This is a 

rare opportunity to acquire these legendary wines.  

Finally the auction will showcase a superb selection of spirits, highlighted by some 

extremely rare whisky including a superb bottle of The Glenlivet Winchester 50 Year Old 

1967 and a bottle of The Balvenie 40 Year Old George Cleverley.  
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Formerly The Property Of Empress 
Eugénie,  

Ruby and diamond heart locket 
Pendant 

Estimate: £10,000-15,000 

Salon Le Mesnil Blanc de 
Blancs 1985 

Le Mesnil-sur-Oger   
12 bottles per lot 

Estimate:  £9,000-14,000 

The Glenlivet 50 Year-Old 
Winchester Collection 1967.  

Bottle #150 
Estimate: £15,000 – 20,000 

file:///C:/Users/LaurenBush/Downloads/Media%20Alert%20-%20Jewels%20From%20Eugenie,%20Last%20Empress%20of%20France%20_6156_1.pdf
https://www.christies.com/salelanding/index.aspx?salenumber=17570&saleroomcode=cks&lid=1&dt=111201972544&saletitle=
mailto:laurenbush@christies.com


About Christie’s  

 
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had auction sales in the first half of 2019 that totalled £2.2 billion / $2.8 billion. Christie’s is a name and place 
that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 
including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. 
Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, 
Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  
 
Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 
Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai.  
 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the 
back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
 
About Christie’s Education Luxury Courses  
 
Christie’s Education offers a wide range of postgraduate and continuing education opportunities in London, New York, Hong Kong and online. The global 
portfolio is designed to introduce the fundamentals of art, collecting and art business, as well as the luxury categories such as jewellery, watches and 
handbags.  
 
Coinciding with Christie’s exceptional jewellery sales, a new range of jewellery courses offer students the exclusive opportunity to explore highlights from 
Christie’s auction programme with world-renowned jewellery historian Vanessa Cron. Please click here for more information on Christie’s Education 
luxury courses, including locations, dates and registration details.  
 
Christie’s Education offers two luxury online programmes with video-based content, rich illustrations and exclusive interviews with specialists working at 
the forefront of the industry. History of Jewellery Design: 1880 to Now is a six-week course exploring the exquisite craftsmanship of Haute Joaillerie from 
the Belle Époque to the present day. History of Watches: 1700 to Now introduces the development of watches from the creation of the pocket watches to 
today’s wristwatches, bringing together science, engineering and incredible artistry.  
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