
 
 

 
 

 

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE AWARDED TO ALFONSO GARCIA 

ROBLES TO HIGHLIGHT CHRISTIE’S APRIL AUCTION 

  
The Nobel Peace Prize Medal awarded in 1982 to Alfonso Garcia Robles (1911-1991), driving force behind 

the Treaty of Tlatelolco that made Latin America and the Caribbean a nuclear-free zone.  
18 carat gold, 2.5 inches (66 mm.) diameter 

Estimate: $400,000 to $600,000  
 

New York – Christie’s is honored to announce that the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Alfonso Garcia Robles in 

1982 for his pioneering work in nuclear disarmament will be offered for auction. Garcia Robles was the driving 

force behind the Treaty of Tlatelolco, opened for signing 50 years ago on February 14, 1967, and significant for 

keeping Latin America and the Caribbean nuclear-free to this day. The Nobel Peace Prize medal is 18 carat gold 

and 2.5 inches diameter, estimated at $400,000 – $600,000, and will be included in The Exceptional Sale on April 

28 in New York.  

 

“We are thrilled and honored to be offering this tangible symbol of mankind’s struggle for peace,” remarks Becky 

MacGuire, specialist of The Exceptional Sale. “In 1962 Alfonso Garcia Robles watched the Cuban missile crisis 

unfold a mere 1,500 miles off Mexico, and he resolved to put an end to the horrific nuclear threat for his beloved 

country and the entire region. His unwavering dedication to the cause of disarmament resulted in the ground-

breaking Treaty that did end that threat. The Nobel Peace Prize honoring Garcia Robles reminds us of the very 

best in humanity, just as great, transformative works of art do.” 

 

The Treaty of Tlatelolco was the first disarmament agreement covering a populous region of the world, preceded 

only by a 1962 agreement covering Antarctica. The Treaty remains an influential model to this day with pioneering 

verification measures and a protocol ratified by the United States, Russia and the other nuclear nations at that 

time. Known as “Mr. Disarmament”, Garcia Robles was a delegate to the 1945 San Francisco conference that 

established the UN, a Mexican ambassador to Brazil, Mexico’s ambassador to the UN and Foreign Minister of 

Mexico before becoming Mexico’s permanent representative to the UN Committee on Disarmament.  
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Notes to editors:  

 The Peace Prize, the most prestigious Nobel, has been awarded to such world leaders as Nelson 

Mandela, Mother Theresa, Elie Wiesel, Lech Walesa, Albert Schweitzer and Martin Luther King, Jr.   

 Interest in Nobel prizes has increased markedly, reflecting a fascination with the achievements of the 20th 

century. The 1936 Peace Prize sold at Stacks Bowers in 2014 for $1,116,250 and the 1919 Peace Prize 

sold at Christie’s London in 2015 for $661,000.  

 The 50th anniversary of the Treaty will be celebrated in Mexico with a TV documentary, the publication of 

a book by Rafael Medina Martinez, Alfonso Garcia Robles, Noble Peace Prize, Father of Nuclear 

Disarmament in Latin America, and other events.   

 

 

 

PRESS CONTACT: Sara Fox | +212 636 2680 | sfox@christies.com 
 

Public Exhibition:   
Saturday, 22 April, 10-5 
Sunday, 23 April, 1-5 
Monday, 24 April, 10-5 
Tuesday, 25 April, 10-5 
Wednesday, 26 April, 10-5 
Thursday, 27 April, 10-5  

Auction:  
The Exceptional Sale  
28 April 2017 
10 a.m.  

 

 
About Christie’s  

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in 2016 that totalled £4 billion / $5.4 billion. Christie’s is 

a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Christie’s offers around 

350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. 

Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for i ts clients in all 

categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, 

Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees. 
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