
 
 

 
 

 

FRANCIS BACON’S 1963 MASTERPIECE 

THREE STUDIES FOR A PORTRAIT OF GEORGE DYER 

TO HIGHLIGHT CHRISTIE’S POST-WAR AND 

CONTEMPORARY ART EVENING SALE IN NEW YORK 

 

 
Francis Bacon (1909-1992), Three Studies for a Portrait of George Dyer, oil on canvas, in three parts, 1963 

 

 Bacon’s first ever portrait of his great muse, George Dyer 

 Formerly in the collection of author Roald Dahl 

 This marks the work’s first time on the auction market 

 On view at Christie’s London from 24 February – 8 March 

 Has resided in a Private Collection in Paris for the past 20 years 

London/ New York – Christie’s will feature Francis Bacon’s Three Studies for a Portrait of George Dyer, 1963 

as a central highlight in its May 17 Post-War and Contemporary Evening Sale in New York (estimate: 

$50,000,000-70,000,000). Painted in 1963, Three Studies for a Portrait of George Dyer marks the beginning 

of Francis Bacon’s relationship with Dyer, his greatest source of inspiration. This triptych is the very first portrait 

Bacon made of his longtime muse who came to feature in many of the artist’s most arresting and sought after 

works. Dyer came to appear in at least forty of Bacon’s paintings, many of which were created after his death 

in Paris in 1971. The convulsive beauty of this work represents the flowering of Bacon’s infatuation with Dyer, 

and is only one of five triptychs of Dyer that the artist painted in this intimate scale.  

The present example once resided in the collection of Bacon’s close friend, Roald Dahl. The celebrated author 

became an adamant admirer of Bacon’s work upon first encounter at a touring exhibition in 1958. However, 

collecting his work was not financially viable at the time. In the 1960’s, Dahl’s career saw new heights. He 
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published celebrated books, James and the Giant Peach and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and he wrote 

the screenplay for the James Bond film, You Only Live Twice. Buoyed by his newfound success, Dahl acquired 

four judiciously chosen works by Bacon between 1964 and 1967 - the present triptych among them. All four 

works were eventually sold by the Dahl family over time, the last of which was Bacon’s Study for Head of 

Lucian Freud, 1967, which sold at Christie’s London in 2011. Three Studies for a Portrait of George Dyer was 

sold by Dahl prior to his death in 2011.  

Loic Gouzer, Deputy Chairman, Post-War and Contemporary Art, remarked: “Three Studies for a Portrait of 

George Dyer is a masterful triptych, which was completed within the first three months of Bacon’s encounter 

with Dyer. This powerful portrait exemplifies the dynamism and complex psychology that the artist is most 

revered for. George Dyer is to Bacon what Dora Maar was to Picasso. He is arguably the most important model 

of the second half of the 20th century, because Dyer’s persona as well and physical traits acted as a catalyst 

for Bacon’s pictorial breakthroughs. The Francis Bacon that we know today, would not exist without the 

transformative encounter that he had with George Dyer.” 

Three Studies for a Portrait of George Dyer was completed during the greatest moment of personal and 

professional contentment in Bacon's career. When the artist met Dyer towards the end of 1963, Bacon was 

being praised by a public who now saw him as a master of figurative painting. This came on the heels of his 

first major retrospective in May 1962 at the Tate in London, which was followed by a triumphant exhibition at 

New York’s Guggenheim Museum in October 1963. 

Over the past 40 years, Three Studies for a Portrait of George Dyer has been a central fixture in many of the 

artist’s most important exhibitions. It was most recently featured in Bacon’s celebrated 2008-2009 retrospective 

that traveled to the Tate Britain, London, the Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid and the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art, New York. It has also been shown in the National Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh and the Moderna Museet 

in the Stockholm, among other institutions.  
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in 2016 that totalled £4 billion / $5.4 billion. 

Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour. 

Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, 

photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history 

conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old 

Masters and Jewellery. 

Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 

Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees. 
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