
 

 

 

 

 
 

Einstein and Family: Letters and Portraits 

2 to 9 May 2018  

London – Christie’s will present Einstein and Family: Letters 

and Portraits, an online sale open for bidding from 2 to 9 May 

2018. Albert Einstein’s younger sister, Maja Winteler-Einstein 

(1881-1951), is our main witness to Einstein’s childhood and 

youth. His confidante in adulthood, she fled Europe in 1939 to 

join her brother in Princeton, and lived out her last years with 

him after a stroke prevented her return. Drawn from Maja’s 

archive, and that of her husband, Paul Winteler, the letters, 

postcards and photographs in this sale, many unpublished, 

shed new light on the extraordinary life and complex character 

of the 20th century’s most famous scientist.  

 

The collection includes a remarkable group of documents from 

Einstein’s early years, including a previously unseen 

photograph of the future scientist as a five-year-old (illustrated 

right, estimate: £4,000-6,000) and the only surviving letter from 

Einstein to his father (estimate: £2,500-3,500). Further insights 

into Einstein’s life reveal the difficult relations with his first wife, 

his delight in the natural wonders of America and delves into 

his hobbies of sailing, playing the violin and reading his favourite books. The sale will also 

present a letter written to Maja by Einstein and his second wife, Elsa, immediately after they 

learned of the Nazi confiscation of their property in Germany (estimate: £1,200-1,800). Further 

documents within the sale showcase Einstein’s confidence in the value of science in an 

uncertain time of Nazi oppression, including a letter stating ‘The only unshakeable things are 

the stars and mathematics’ (estimate: £4,000-6,000). 

 

The letters and photographs will be on view to the public at Christie’s London from 18 to 20 

April, before the online sale opens for bidding from 2 to 9 May 2018. Estimates range from 

£500 to £15,000.  
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Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 

Portrait photograph, Munich, [c.1884], 

by Joseph Albert (1825-1886).  

Estimate: £4,000-6,000.  

 



About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in 2017 that totalled £5.1 billion / $6.6 

billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s 

offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, 

collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history 

conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, 

Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in 

London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 

Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of 

applicable fees.  
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