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KAZIMIR MALEVICH’S REVOLUTIONARY
SUPREMATIST COMPOSITION, 1916
TO LEAD CHRISTIE’S EVENING SALE OF
IMPRESSIONIST AND MODERN ART

Property from an Important Collection
Kazimir Malevich, Suprematist Composition, 1916, oil on canvas

New York – This May, Kazimir Malevich’s Suprematist Composition, 1916, will lead Christie’s Evening Sale of
Impressionist and Modern Art (estimate upon request). Suprematist Composition is among the groundbreaking
abstract paintings executed by Malevich that would forever change the course of art history. The present canvas was
last sold at auction in November 2008, when it established the world auction record for the artist, which it continues
to hold today.* One decade later, Suprematist Composition is expected to set a new benchmark for the artist when it
is offered at Christie’s New York on May 15.
Loic Gouzer, Co-Chairman, Post-War and Contemporary Art, remarked: “Malevich’s work provided a gateway
for the evolution of Modernism. Malevich pushed the boundaries of painting to a point far beyond recognition, forever
changing the advancement of art. Without the Suprematist Composition paintings, the art being made today would
not exist as we now know it.”
Max Carter, Head of Department, Impressionist and Modern Art, New York, continued: “Malevich’s Suprematist
abstractions didn’t break with the past so much as articulate the future. What an honor to offer Suprematist
Composition, 1916 which has lost nothing of its revolutionary power in the century since it was painted, this spring.”

On 17th December 1915, the Russo-Polish artist Kazimir Malevich opened an exhibition of his new ‘Suprematist’
paintings in the Dobychina Art Bureau in the recently renamed city of Petrograd. These startling, purely geometric
and completely abstract paintings were unlike anything Malevich, or any other modern painter, had ever done before.
They were both a shock and a revelation to everyone who saw them. Malevich’s Suprematist pictures were the very
first purely geometric abstract paintings in the history of modern art. They comprised solely of simple, colored forms
that appeared to float and hover over plain white backgrounds. Nothing but clearly-organized, self-asserting painted
surfaces of non-objective/non- representational form and color, these pictures were so radically new that they seemed
to announce the end of painting and, even perhaps, of art itself.
Suprematist Composition is one of the finest and most complex of these first, truly revolutionary abstract paintings.
Comprised of numerous colored, geometric elements seeming to be dynamically caught in motion, it epitomizes what
Malevich defined as his ‘supreme’ or ‘Suprematist’ vision of the world. The painting is not known to have been a part
of the exhibition in the Dobychina Art Bureau but is believed to date from this same period of creative breakthrough
and, if not included, was, presumably painted very soon after the show closed in January 1916.
It is clear, from the frequency with which Malevich later exhibited the picture, that he thought very highly of the
painting. Malevich subsequently chose, for example, to include Suprematist Composition in every other major survey
of his Suprematist pictures made during his lifetime. These exhibitions ranged from his first major retrospective in
Moscow in 1919 to the great travelling retrospective showcasing much of his best work that he brought to the West
in 1927. It was as a result of his last exhibition held in Berlin that Suprematist Composition came to form part of the
extraordinarily influential group of Malevich’s paintings that remained in the West and represent so much of his
creative legacy.
Hidden in Germany throughout much of the 1930’s, Suprematist Composition and the other works from this great
Berlin exhibition, were ultimately to become part of the highly influential holdings of Malevich’s work in the Museum
of Modern Art in New York and the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam. Until 2008, when it was restituted to the heirs
of Malevich’s family in agreement with the Stedelijk museum, Suprematist Composition was on view in Amsterdam
as part of the Stedelijk’s unrivalled collection of the artist’s work.
Note to editors: The record setting price was achieved by Suprematist Composition, 1916, on November 3, 2008 at
Sotheby’s New York, when it sold for $60,002,500.
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