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CHRISTIE’S SPRING SEASON OF AMERICAN ART  
TOTALS $141,650,875 

 
Art of The Americas, Evening Sale: The Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller: $106,883,500 

American Art: $32,843,500 
American Art Online Auction: $1,923,875 

 
GEORGIA O’KEEFFE (1887-1986) 

Hibiscus 
oil on canvas 

Painted in 1939. 
Price Realized: $4,812,500 

 

New York – Christie’s American Art sale on May 22 realized $32,843,500, with 82% sold by lot and 91% sold 
by value and the American Art Online Auction totaled $1,923,875, with 77% sold by lot and 100% sold by value. 
Together with the Art of the Americas, Evening Sale from The Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, the 
spring season of American Art totals $141,650,875. 

The top lot of the May 22 sale was Georgia O’Keeffe’s seminal work, Hibiscus, painted in 1939 during her three-
month Hawaiian sojourn at the behest of the Hawaiian Pineapple Company, which realized $4,812,500.Other 
notable lots include Milton Avery’s Red Nude which sold for $3,012,500, more than double its high estimate, 
Norman Rockwell’s Piano Tuner, which sold for $2,772,500, and Childe Hassam’s Conversation on the Avenue 
which brought in $2,412,500. The top lot of the American Art Online Auction was Thomas Hill’s Yosemite Valley, 
which sold for $93,750, above the high estimate of $50,000. 

New World Auction Records were set during the May 22 sale for John Kane, Douglass Crockwell, and the record 
for Charles Ephraim Burchfield was reset just 2 weeks after being established in the Art of the Americas, Evening 
Sale from The Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller. The Art of the Americas, Evening sale on May 9 also 
established records for Graves, Hirsch, Porter, Rivera, Sheeler, and Stuart. 

https://www.christies.com/SaleLanding/index.aspx?intsaleid=27645&lid=1&saletitle=
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/georgia-okeeffe-hibiscus-6141174-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6141174&sid=53ea5a2b-66d7-4da7-97f4-24a2735ed680
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/milton-avery-red-nude-6141179-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6141179&sid=3ddfbd87-ef6d-460c-8786-31349dd157dc
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/childe-hassam-conversation-on-the-avenue-6141173-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6141173&sid=3ddfbd87-ef6d-460c-8786-31349dd157dc
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/john-kane-scots-day-at-kennywood-6141188-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6141188&sid=938a9417-c007-458e-92f8-fcfa7c270321
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/Lot/douglass-crockwell-1904-1968-machinists-6141160-details.aspx
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details2.aspx?intObjectID=6141175
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/georgia-okeeffe-hibiscus-6141174-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intObjectID=6141174&sid=53ea5a2b-66d7-4da7-97f4-24a2735ed680


 

NEW WORLD AUCTION RECORDS  

 

 

 

 
John Kane (1860-1934) 
Scots' Day at Kennywood 

oil on canvas 
Painted circa 1931. 

Price Realized: $187,500 
 

 
Douglass Crockwell (1904-1968) 

Machinists 
oil on canvas 

Painted in 1932. 
Price Realized: $106,250 

Charles Burchfield (1893-1967) 
Cherry Blossom Snow 

watercolor, gouache and charcoal on joined 
paper laid down on board 
Executed circa 1917-45. 

Price Realized: $1,812,500 
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction sales in 2017 that totalled £4.5 billion / $5.7 billion, confirming art market leadership with a 

34% increase over 2016. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 

glamour. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, 

collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its 

clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Alongside regular sales online, 

Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, 

Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai.  

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 

of the sale catalogue. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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